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Nov 25 2016

AURORA, Ont. - Police in the To-
ronto area have taken down a car
theft ring that peddled luxury vehi-
cles across the country and around
the world.
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Nov 29 2016
OTTAWA - The findings from traf-
fic stop race data collected by the
Ottawa Police Service for two years
“are alarming and are consistent
with racial profiling,” according to
a Ontario Human Rights Commis-
sion report released Tuesday.
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Nov 30 2016
QUEBEC - Photo radar machines
are to remain on Quebec roads de-
spite a recent court ruling that re-
jected evidence obtained from one,
the provincial government said
Wednesday.
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Nov 30 2016
OTTAWA - The Canadian govern-
ment is moving to control six chemi-
cals used to make the deadly opioid
fentanyl in an effort to contain the
growing overdose death toll.
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ov 30 2016
ST. CATHARINES - After 35 years
with the local police force, Joe
Matthews is hanging up his hat.
The deputy chief’s retirement, ef-
fective Jan. 31, was announced by
Niagara Regional Police Friday.
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Dec 01 2016
TORONTO - Ontario is announc-
ing plans to hire more judges,
Crown attorneys, duty counsel
and court staff to try to shorten
the time it takes for criminal cases
to get to trial.
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Report clears officer but
questions remain
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Nov 28 2016

ST.JOHN’S, N.L. - Adeadly confronta-
tion between a troubled Newfound-
land man and the police officer who
gunned him down at home could have
been avoided, says a report released
Monday.

Retired judge David Riche, named by the
Mountiesto overseetheir investigation of the
killing on RCMP turf, also raises questions
about ariflefound inthe home of Don Dunphy
and whether he fired more shots than needed.

“The shots to the head were not neces-
sary to render him incapable of causing any
harm,” says his 23-page report released by a
public inquiry into the shooting on Easter
Sunday 2015.

RCMP investi
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“Why (Const. Joe) Smyth continued fir-
ing, especially the last shot which was very
close to Dunphy’s head and Dunphy was not
moving, makes mewonder why thiswasdone.

“ Smyth says he was on automatic because
that comes out of their (police) training.”

Smyth, amember of the Royal Newfound-
land Constabulary who served on then-premier
Paul Davis's security detail, fired four shots
at Dunphy. Pathology reports found that any
one of three wounds, two to Dunphy’s head
and oneto theleft side of hisbody, would have
been fatal.

Smyth went alone in an unmarked SUV
to Dunphy’s homein Mitchell’s Brook, about
80 kilometres southwest of St. John's, after
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RNC officer Joe Smyth

Don Dunphy

Davis's staff reported potentially threatening
comments on social media.

Riche's report along with those of the
RCMP, theAlberta Serious I ncident Response
Team, Saskatoon police and adecision by the
RNC chief were released Monday.

Theretired provincial Supreme Court jus-
tice was named as an RCMP observer to ease
concernsabout police investigating each other.
Theprovincehasno civilian-led oversight team.

The RCMP concluded Smyth used appro-
priate force in the circumstances. It found no
charges were warranted in an investigation
reviewed by the independent, civilian-led Al-
berta Serious Incident Response Team.

Susan Hughson, director of the Alberta
Serious Incident Respone Team, found “ some
minor shortcomings,” but none brought the
overall probe into question. Hughson also
emphasized her team’s role as reviewer, not
investigator.

However, Riche said in hisreport that the
matter “could have been handled differently.”

“Smyth made the mistake of taking this
matter on and deciding that he did not want
assistance from anyone and that he would do
it aone.”

The RCMP report says Smyth assessed
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any risk as low after contacting local police
and neighbours.

According to Smyth’s statement, Dunphy
suddenly raised a .22-calibre rifle from the
right side of his chair about 15 minutes into
their conversation in Dunphy’s living room.
Theinterview had becomeincreasingly heated
when Dunphy called Smyth a“ puppet” of the
government after Smyth refused to sit down,
noting garbage and some bugs on the floor.

AnRCMPtimelinesaysat about 2:13 p.m.
Smythyelled “no, no, no, no”” andfired hispis-
tol twicetoward the*“ centre mass of Dunphy.”
It says Dunphy tracked Smyth with therifle as
the officer fled the livingroom, and that Smyth
shot him twice in the head as he went.

Theriflefell tothefloor, saysthetimeline.
Smyth checked Dunphy at 2:15 p.m. but found
no sign of breathing, then checked for subse-
quent threats in the home. Twelve minutes
later, he called RCMPto report shotsfired and
request paramedics at 2:27 p.m.

Smyth stayed inside for another 15 min-
utes, “does a tentative clearing of residence”
and another check on Dunphy, says the
timeline. He then “regains composure” and
gets adrink of water from his vehicle.

RCMP arrived on the scene at 2:55 p.m.

With no witnesses, RCMP relied on fo-
rensic analysis from the Office of the Chief
Medical Examiner, the RCMP forensic iden-
tification section, and an externa review by
Bulletproof Forensic Consulting.

They “led to no evidencethat disputesthe
statements of Const. Smyth,” saysthe RCMP
report. “There is no evidence to support any
criminal chargesin this matter.”

Nor were there fingerprints on the “old
and worn” rifle later found at Dunphy’s feet,
it says.

“Therewasno glossy finish onthewooden
stock and grip of the rifle and the metal parts
had corroded so that they were rusted and pit-
ted. None of the surfaces of therifle werere-
ceptive to the deposition of fingerprints.”

The Mounties had earlier refused to re-
leasetheir full report, saying they did not wish
to taint the inquiry process.

Dunphy was a reclusive injured worker
who aired hisfrustrationswith workers' com-
pensation on social media.

Royal Newfoundland Constabulary Chief
Bill Janestold anews conference Monday that
Smyth is arespected officer who continuesto
work in traffic operations.

THURSDAY

NOVEMBER 24, 2016

Nov 24 2016

OTTAWA - The Mounties have reached
an agreement with Chinato try and halt
the transpacific flow of fentanyl into
Canada.

RCMP Commissioner Bob Paulson and
Chen Zhimin, the vice-minister of China's
public security ministry, have agreed to boost
effortsto disrupt theflow of thedrug and other
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opioids, the force announced Friday follow-
ing meetings this week.

Fentanyl and other opioids pose a grave
threat to community safety in Canada, said
Paulson, who described the meetings as “an
important step forward” in aco-ordinated ap-
proach to the problem of fentanyl.

Discussions to formalize joint investiga-
tionswill begin next week, the RCMP added.

In ajoint statement Friday, B.C. Public
Safety Minister Mike Morrisand Health Min-
ister Terry Lake said they are pleased with the
RCMP's plansto work with the Chinese min-
istry.

“We believethat by collaborating with our
international and federal partners, enforcement
will ultimately be stronger across all our pro-
vincial and international borders,”” the minis-
terssaid.

Nov 24 2016

CALGARY - The head of a unit that in-
vestigates police says a Calgary officer
was justified in shooting a man last
year who was chased after he spat on
the ground at an anti-racism rally.

A Calgary police service officer shot
Morgan Thompson twice on March 21,
2015, in an alley shortly after he taunted
demonstrators.

Thompson is now permanently disabled
and confined to awheelchair.

Susan Hughson with the Alberta Serious
Incident Response Team says investigators
determined that the man had struck the officer
in the head and confronted him with a metal
pipe before the police officer opened fire.

She says the man clearly presented arisk
of grievous bodily harm to the officer and the
police use of lethal force was reasonable.

The Calgary Police Service says neither
the officer nor Thompson will face any
charges.

Nov 24 2016

CALGARY - Calgary police officers
have shot and either killed or injured
more civilians than officers in any other
Canadian city in 2016, according to sta-
tistics gathered by CBC News.

Here's a breakdown of officer-involved
shootings in various Canadian cities:

Calgary 10 (5 fatal)
Toronto 6 (3 fatal)
Vancouver 2 (1 fatal)

With 10 officer-involved shootings - in-
cluding fivefatalities- sofar thisyear, Cagary
police say they arereviewing their policiesand
training.

“I'm very pleased they are going to be
looking at it to seeif there arethingsthat could
be done differently or could be done better,”
said Susan Hughson, executive director of the
Alberta Serious Incident Response Team
(ASIRT).

Toronto - which has more than double
Calgary’s population - has seen the next high-
est number of officer-involved shootings, with
six total. Three of those involved injuries and
three were fatalities.
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Montreal police could not say how many
officer-involved shootings have taken place
inthecity thisyear because they do “ not keep
statistics on shootings.”

A search of news stories from that city
showsthree Montreal police officersshot citi-
zensin 2016, one fatally.

“It’s a question we talk about almost
daily,” said Supt. James Hardy. “We're look-
ing at doing different training so there's a
whole number of piecesin play here.”

Four of Calgary’sshootingsin 2016 were
related to stolen vehicles.

Hughson says even when an officer does
not face criminal charges following a shoot-
ing, that doesn’t mean that it was the best way
to deal with the situation.

“There'sadifference between an unlaw-
ful act and one that could have been done

better.”
(CBC News)

FRIDAY

NOVEMBER 25, 2016

Nov 25 2016

MONTREAL - The Montreal police de-
partment filed a single petty cash ex-
pense claim of $524,937.50 in October,
nearly doubling its petty cash expen-
ditures for the year in one shot.

The entry, which gives no explanation of
what the cash was to be used for, shows the
payment was authorized Oct. 14 by amember
of the police force whose rank is not known.
It was on the same day that an assistant police
chief authorized another $25,102 “ petty cash”
expense. Both entriesturned up during the past
two weeks in public city records.

The money in both cases is identified as
having been taken from a police petty cash
fund labelled “Petite Caisse Enquéte VDM”
(“City of Montreal investigation petty cash”).

The police department has refused to an-
swer the Montreal Gazette's questions about
how half amillion dollarsin “petty cash” has
been spent since last week.

Communications Commander Marie-
Claude Dandenault, who is in charge of the
Montreal police communications section, con-
tacted La Presse to give the police depart-
ment’s explanation about the expense.

Dandenault told the newspaper that the
expense was exceptional but was handled ac-
cording to rules.

The $524,937.50 expense addsto themore
than $1 million in expenses the Montreal Ga-
zette revealed three weeks ago were author-
ized by members of the police department
from two “petty cash” funds that only began
to appear in city records two years ago.

The first of 105 expenditures from the
“City of Montreal investigation petty cash”
that were found in city records earlier this
month was dated January 2015.

In al, the police department’s expenses
from that petty cash fund since January 2015
tallied about $550,000 before the latest
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$524,937.50 and $25,102 claims.

The Montreal police have also authorized
payments of about $280,000 since the fall of
2014 using a second “petty cash” label - “Pe-
tite Caisse SPVM” (“Petty cash Montreal po-
lice department”).

None of the entries |abelled “ petty cash”
showed how the money was being used.

Other police departmentsin Canada have
far smaller petty cash funds and label investi-
gation expenses as such.

The Vancouver Police Department, for
example, which has 1,716 employees, includ-
ing 1,327 officers, as of 2013, said it spent
$13,950 on petty cash in 2015.

“They are intended to be used for low
value, incidental itemsof $100 or less,” aVan-
couver police department spokesperson said.
“Asyou know, we arealarge department with
many sections. Not al sections have a petty
cash fund.”

(National Post)

Nov 25 2016

AURORA, Ont. - Police in the Toronto
area have taken down a car theft ring
that peddled luxury vehicles across the
country and around the world.

They say 23 people have been arrested and
$5 millionin high-end vehicles, drugsand cash
has been recovered as aresult.

York Regional Police Chief Eric Jolliffe
says the organized criminal operation began
with a “warm-up theft”” of a car left running

in a driveway and grew into a complex
multimillion-dollar operation.

He says the investigation also involved
residential break-inswherethe alleged thieves
would steal keys, then drive away with the
vehicles.

Jolliffe says hundreds of vehicles were
allegedly stolen and sold around the world.

Police say theinvestigation isongoing and
they expect to lay more chargesin the future.

The 23 people arrested face 137 charges.

Nov 25 2016

WINNIPEG - Manitoba is launching a
public awareness campaign in re-
sponse to a growing number of over-
dose deaths related to fentanyl.

Health Minister Kelvin Goertzen says
there has been a significant increase in the
number of deathslinked to the powerful opioid
in the past few years.

He says the social media campaign will
focus on the fact that fentanyl puts both drug
users and others at risk.

At the same time, Goertzen says the gov-
ernment is devel oping a program to distribute
the antidote naloxone to high-risk injection
opioids users across the province.

In the past month, there have been at least
seven suspected overdosesin Winnipeg linked
to fentanyl - adrug 100 times more powerful
than heroin.

The latest campaign will be funded
through the Federal Proceeds of Crime Fund.

Ik
FIRST
D RESPONDERS
I \ | PROGRAN
: : Cl 0 .I i v. : O : — —
~ ¥

BLUE LINE NEWS WEEK



https://www.mitsubishi-motors.ca/en/fleet/

Nov 25 2016

BRANT COUNTY, Ont. - Provincial po-
lice say a woman is facing charges af-
ter she allegedly drove three times the
speed limit and threw hot tea at an of-
ficer in Brant County, Ont.

Police say they made a traffic stop after a
car wasrecorded travelling morethan 120 kil o-
metres per hour in a40 km/h zone.

During the stop, thewoman allegedly threw
afull cup of hot teain a police officer’'s face.

They say theincident happened last week,
in the middle of the afternoon.

Police say they’'ve charged Veronica
Ferguson, 48, of Norfolk County, with racing
and assaulting police.

Nov 25 2016

MISSISSAUGA, Ont. - Ontario’s police
watchdog has charged an officer with
assault after a man was injured during
the course of an arrest.

The Special Investigations Unit says the
officer was dispatched to arrest aman in Parry
Sound, Ont., in June.

The unit saysthat while the officer was ar-
resting the man, therewasan “interaction” and
the man was injured, and required treatment.

The SIU says Const. Brandon Catcher is
charged with assault causing bodily harm.

He's scheduled to appear in court next
month.

Nov 25 2016
CALGARY - Calgary police have started

using daytime running lights on every
patrol vehicle.

The policy change means officers will no
longer beableto stedthily drivewiththeir lights
off behind suspects at night, but only for the
next few months.

Until recently, the headlights in Calgary
police carsdid not automatically come onwhen
the engine was started.

Unlike every other vehicle legally sold in
Canada that has daytime running lights, CPS
officers had to actualy switch on the lights if
they wanted them on during the day. And that
meant they could drive without any headlights
at night too.

A citizen recently asked the policewhy the
vehicles don't have a legal exemption allow-
ing them to operate without daytime running
lights.

Insp. Scott Boyd, who commands the
Cagary Police Service's (CPS) education and
training section, said they looked into it. The
conclusion wasthat the police should apply for
an exemption.

However, he rejected the notion that the
police were operating outside the law.

“That'snot the case at dl, no,” said Boyd.
“Ther€'s legidation that allows us to - in cer-
tain circumstances - disobey the rules of the
road in the execution of our duties, like run-
ning ared light or speeding.”

But he said CPS has decided to seek an
exemption from the province on the daytime
running lights requirement.

It sounds easy, but there’s a process.

First, all 450 vehicles had to be hooked
up to a computer to turn on the daytime
running lights so they’re synched with the
ignition.

Now each vehicle will need a special
switch that gives officers the ability to turn
off the headlights as needed - day or night.
They'll aso have be trained on when to use

that switch.

Then, CPS will apply to the province for
the exemption and show that it hastaken meas-
ures for the correct operation of running its
vehicleswithout having thelights on whenever
they are on theroad.

Boyd said the cost of installing the switch
will be about $16,000 and the work should be
donein afew months.

Until then, it means officers can’t turn off
their headlights unless they switch off the en-
gine. Boyd said it means officers won’t have
the option to “run dark” in the performance of
their duties.

“There's other tactics that we'll have to
employ around hereinthat interimand itisfar
from ided, certainly,” said Boyd. “But we're
prepared to adapt accordingly to overcomethis
little hurdle.”

(CBC News)
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The Police Leadership Award recognizes and encourages
a standard of excellence that exemplifies “Leadership as
an Activity not a Position,” and pride in service to the
public. Its goal is to increase effectiveness, influence,
and quality of police situational leadership from both an
organizational and community perspective.

This award is open to active Canadian police officers
below the rank of senior officer who have demonstrated
exemplary leadership and commitment to service
through deeds resulting in a measurable benefit to their
peers, service and community.

The 2017 award recipient will be recognized in the April
2017 issue of Blue Line Magazine and will receive the
award at a presentation held in conjunction with Blue
Line Expo, Tuesday May 30. 2017.
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SATURDAY

NOVEMBER 26, 2016

Nov 26 2016

NIPIGON, Ont. - Ontario’s police watch-
dog is investigating a fatal shooting in
Nipigon.

The Specia Investigations Unit says OPP
officers were called to alocal residence Sat-
urday evening wherethey had an “interaction”
with a man.

The SIU says one of the officersfired his
weapon, striking the man, who was | ater pro-
nounced dead in hospital.

Seven investigators have been assigned to
the case.

Nov 26 2016

AB.C.drug producer known as Beeker
says underground chemists are steps
ahead of the police when it comes to
the movement of illicit drugs on the
streets.

Beeker is the subject of a new documen-
tary, Unstoppable: The Fentanyl Epidemic, in
which he opens up about the big business be-
hind the drug.

He says police are far behind when it
comes to tracking drugs throughout the prov-
ince, and he saysmany local chemistsare syn-
thesizing drugs with materials ordered from
China.

“I'm smarter than they are ... al of us
chemistsare smarter than the police, and we're
gonnastay ahead of them,” hecoldly tellsfilm-
maker Robert Osborne. “And if they find out
one of the ones we are making, we'll make a
different one - and this will go on forever.”

Recent news does seemto prove himright:
even deadlier opioids have already hit the
streets in Vancouver. Carfentanil has turned
up in several instances, according to Vancou-
ver police - and it's 100 times more potent
than fentanyl.

“Fentanyl is soon to be obsolete. It's just
not going to be out there because there’smuch
more profitable drugs- it doesn’t matter about
better or safer - much more profitable drugs
and molecules are on the way,” Beeker says
in the film.

“They’re in the mail right now.”

Beeker’s ominouswords echo throughout
the upcoming film, which will air Dec. 1 on
CBC Television.

Another person featured is RCMP Cpl.
Eric Boechler of B.C.’s Clandestine Lab En-
forcement and Response Team. Boechler has
had several run-ins with the notorious drug
producer, and admits that his words are frus-
trating.

“1 know Beeker - I’ve been involved in
an operation where he's been arrested,” he
told host Gloria Macarenko on CBC's BC
Almanac.

“He'ssomeone we definitely keep tabson
because we do know that, likely, he’sgoing to
get back into it.”

In his role with the enforcement and re-
sponse team, Boechler is at the forefront of
B.C.’s opioid epidemic, which has claimed
more than 600 lives. He says it's an uphill
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battle as different compounds hit the streets.

“Unfortunately, it'sbigger or worseevery
month. We' re being deployed more and more
than we ever have before to incidents across
the province. We are seeing stronger, more
potent anal ogs beyond what just fentanyl is...
more potent and dangerous compounds [are]
coming out al the time.”

Boechler saysthe RCMPisworking to the
best of its abilities.

“There's always emerging trends coming
out. Weare playing catch-up al thetime, we're
trying to get in front of whatever new com-
pound may be coming out. Get it regulated as
soon aswe can, and prevent it from being put
out on the street.”

(CBC News)

SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 27, 2016

Nov 27 2016

VAUGHAN, Ont. - Ontario Provincial
Police say an 11-year-old boy has been
returned to his parents after leading of-
ficers on a chase on a major highway
north of Toronto.

Sgt. Kerry Schmidt says police got a call
late Saturday night about a vehicle that was
“all over the road” on Highway 400 in
Vaughan, Ont.

Schmidt says officers caught up with the
vehicle as it |eft the northbound highway to
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head southbound, and when they did pull it
over the driver took off.

After more officersarrived, Schmidt says
they were able to bring the car - which accel-
erated to more than 120 km/h at one point - to
a stop without a collision.

When officers got the driver out of the
vehicle Schmidt says he was “ shockingly, an
11-year-old kid.”

Schmidt says the boy had been playing
the “Grand Theft Auto” video game at home
and “wanted to seewhat it wasliketo drive a

“Herewehaveaninfluenceof avideo game
making kids try things without their parents
knowledge or consent,” Schmidt said Sunday.
“An absolute tragedy waiting to happen.”

MONDAY

NOVEMBER 28, 2016

Nov 28 2016

OTTAWA - The federal government says
will make it easier for religious and
cultural groups to get financial help to
improve security in and around their
buildings.

Public Safety Minister Ralph Goodale
saysthe government plansto ease application
requirements and expand the list of eligible
projectsavailablefor schools, community cen-
tres and places of worship.

The $1 million a year program funds up
to half of project costs to a maximum of
$100,000.

The changes take effect Dec. 1.

Goodale says the changes are a result of
concerns raised to M Ps and arecent spate of
hate crimes in Canada, including in Ottawa,
where Jewish and Muslim community cen-
tresand places of worship weretargeted with
graffiti.

Nov 28 2016

EDMONTON - New collision reporting
softwareis saving time and headaches
for police and motorists.

AlbertaTransportation and the Edmonton
Police Service officially rolled out eCruiser
on Monday, aprogram specifically devel oped
for police vehicle computersto facilitate fully
electronic collision reporting.

Police spokesperson Clair Seyler said the
main drive behind creating the software was
cutting out paperwork and administrative du-
tiesfor officers.

“Responding to acollision cantakeall day,
for onecollision. Sothiswill bealot quicker,”
she said.

EPS became the first city in Western
Canadato use mobile collision reporting when
it launched the pilot project in June. Calgary
police plan to log on by the end of the year.

Previously, officers would have to
handwrite every form, meticulously taking
down each driver’s information. With
eCruiser, an auto-fill function takes care of that
information as soon as the officer typesin a
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licence plate number.

With less time spent filling out forms, of -
ficers are more free to respond to other calls.

The process should be less painful for
drivers as well, as they now have quick ac-
cess to online collision reports.

“Now they can go online and access as
many copies as they like. If they lose their
copy they can get another one, they can for-
ward it to their insurance company - it just
makesit very smplefor thoseinvolvedin the
collision,” Seyler said.

Terry Wallace, executivedirector of driver
programsfor Alberta Transportation, noted the
program is also simplifying provincia colli-
sion data collection. “We get the data faster

and cleaner,” he said.
(Metro)

TUESDAY

NOVEMBER 29, 2016

Nov 29 2016

FORT SASKATCHEWAN - When he
walks each day into his new office at
the Fort Saskatchewan RCMP detach-
ment, one of the first things Insp.
Christopher Culhane sees is the red
Métis sash hanging from his wardrobe.

A cherished gift from his mother, it's a
symbol of pridein his heritage.

One that can be traced al the way back
Gabriel Dumont, akey figurein Canadian his-
tory who fought for Métis rights in the 19th
century.

“Hewasaproud Métisleader and aproud
Métis person who defended the rights of his
people at the time,” Culhane said.

Culhane's perspective as an Indigenous
person is something else he thinks will help
him lead a detachment in aregion with afast
growing Aboriginal population.

Building trust with al communities will
be amajor priority.

“I"'mhoping | bring adifferent lenstoit, a
different approach,” said Culhane, who took
over the Fort Saskatchewan detachment,
northeast of Edmonton, on Nov. 14.

“1 hope people can identify with me and
feel comfortable being around me.”

More than a century ago, Dumont was
well-known for leading Métiswarriorsin bat-
tles against the North West Mounted Police.

Culhane, whose policing career spans 21
years, with stopsin British Columbia, North-
west Territories and Alberta, is confident his
famous ancestor would take pride in this | at-
est posting.

(CBC News)

Nov 29 2016

REGINA - Saskatchewan Premier
Brad Wall is creating a government
committee to look at rising property
crime rates and police presence in
rural areas.

The committee will also focus on an in-
crease in guns, gang activity and drugs such

as fentanyl in urban centres.

Wall says people around the province have
been voicing concern and he's asked the new
committeeto look at causes and make recom-
mendations on what can be done do to reduce
crime.

The committee isto consult with munici-
palities, police agencies and other organiza-
tions to determine the major issues and what
can be done to better address them.

It will make recommendations to the jus-
tice minister, cabinet and government caucus.

There is no immediate word on when the
six Saskatchewan Party MLAs on the com-
mittee are to report back.

Nov 29 2016

KENSINGTON, P.E.I. - A Prince Edward
Island police department is threatening
to impose the Nickelback treatment on
anyone who drinks and drives.

The Kensington Police Service shared a
social media post over the weekend promis-
ing to force any drunk driversit arreststo lis-
ten to the Alberta band while in the back seat
of acruiser.

“We figure if you are foolish enough to
get behind the wheel after drinking, then alit-
tle Chad Kroeger and the boys is the perfect
gift for you,” Const. Robb Hartlen says on
Facebook, alongside a photo of the band's
breakthrough album, Silver Side Up, in what
appears to be cassette form.

“So please, let’s not ruin a perfectly good
unopened copy of Nickelback. You don't drink
and drive and we won't makeyou listentoiit.”

The post created two kinds of controversy
among commenters: Those offended the po-
lice service was making a joke about drunk
driving, and Nickel back fansannoyed the band
was the butt of the joke.

The force said the jokes were being made
in service of something it takesvery seriously,
and also insisted: “We actually like them too
... We are just having alittle bit of fun.”

Nov 29 2016

CALGARY - A Crown prosecutor from
Edmonton will handle the case of a
former Calgary police officer who faces
11 criminal code charges that include
kidnapping and obstruction of justice.

DenisMcHugh, whois 35, isalso charged
with break and enter, breach of the peace, two
counts of fraudulently obtaining a computer
service and five counts of breach of trust.

McHugh resigned his position as consta-
ble earlier this month after eight years on the
job. The matter has been set over until Dec. 9.

Police say aman and awoman camefor-
ward in January alleging two cases of har-
assment.

Aninvestigation revealed that the woman
had been stopped in a Calgary parking lot in
July 2015 for traffic violations and her vehi-
cle was towed.

An officer drovethewoman home, but she
alleges she was confined in the back of a
locked police vehicle for 3 1/2 hours.

The same police officer allegedly met the
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woman and her boyfriend six months later in
front of their home, told the manto wait in his
car and followed the woman into her house
without permission.

The investigation also found the officer
was using Calgary Police Service databases
to obtain information about the complainants.

McHugh wasn’t in court when the case
came up on Tuesday.

Nov 29 2016

TORONTO - A new elders council that
will offer advice to Ontario’s attorney
general should help make the justice
system more responsive to the aborigi-
nal population, the provincial govern-
ment said Tuesday.

In announcing the council, Indigenous
Relations Minister David Zimmer acknowl-
edged the long-standing concern about the
over-representation of indigenous peoplesin
the crimina justice system.

“We are working closely with indigenous
people on new approaches that are culturally
appropriate and respect traditional practices,”
Zimmer said in a statement. “The work of the
elderscouncil iscritical to those effortsas part
of the journey of reconciliation.”

A key issue for the new council, which
includes 13 elders from across the province,
isthe application of the so-called Gladue prin-
ciplesin sentencing aboriginal offenders. Aris-
ing out of a Supreme Court of Canada deci-
sion in 1999, courts are supposed to consider
the specia circumstances native Canadians
find themselvesin and try to avoid incarcerat-
ing them where possible.

The provincial government has been host-
ing a three-day Gladue summit in Thunder
Bay, Ont., asit seeks to address the over-rep-
resentation of indigenous people in the jus-
tice system.

The province has already promised to
spend another $13.3 million over three years
to expand a federal-provincia program that
funds Gladue report writers who serve 18 ar-
eas of the province.

Nov 29 2016

SAULT STE MARIE, Ont. - Ontario’s
Special Investigations Unit says it will
not lay charges against a Sault Ste.
Marie police officer who punched a
suspect during an arrest, causing a
chain of injuries that required a medi-
cally induced coma.

The SIU says officers were called to a
hometo investigate adomestic situationinthe
evening of March 26.

The SIU saysthe officers saw broken glass
and blood on the floor, several crushed beer
cans and a 54-year-old man who appeared to
be intoxicated.

The agency says the officers found the
man wasin breach of recognizancethat barred
him from drinking, and told him he was under
arrest.

It says the man ignored instructions to
stand up, turn around and put his hands be-
hind his back, and struggled as one of the of-
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ficers pushed him against the couch and tried
to handcuff him.

The SIU says the officer warned the man
not to struggle and then delivered a single
punch to the man’s | eft side when thewarning
went unheeded.

Nov 29 2016

CROSSFIELD, Alta. - RCMP in south-
ern Alberta have arrested a suspect af-
ter someone tried to break into a bank
by driving a large tanker truck into it.

Mounties from the Airdrie rural detach-
ment were called to Crossfield, north of
Calgary, about an attempted robbery.

They met the suspect tanker truck on the
highway, but it failed to stop for them.

A police pursuit went through two towns
before the truck continued northbound in the
southbound lanes of the main highway be-
tween Edmonton and Calgary.

The vehicle, which turned out to be sto-
len, eventually crashed into a field and the
driver was nabbed after a brief foot chase.

Charges are pending and RCMP say they
believe the man may be a suspect in other
crimes.

Nov 29 2016

CALGARY - Calgary’s police chief says
a 27-year-old woman who was shot and
killed by a police officer on Tuesday
was known to police.

Roger Chaffin says officers were called
toahomeinthecity’ssouthwest at about 2:30
a.m. to check out awelfare call.

Police say awoman was seen banging on
nearby carsand thefront door of an apartment
in the area.

The Alberta Serious Incident Response
Team, which looks into police actions, says
the woman was carrying two knives, one in
each hand.

It says there was a confrontation between
police and the woman, and one of the officers
shot at her.

Calgary police say the officer hasbeen on
the force for one year.

Shewasin life-threatening condition when
she was taken to hospital, where she died.

Chaffin said he believes the officer who
fired acted appropriately.

“The members involved in this incident
have my full and complete support,” said
Chaffin. “From the information | am given, |
am firmly of the belief that this member acted
appropriately to protect herself, her partner and
members of the public.”

Chaffinsaid policeareseeing alot of crime
and erratic behaviour tied to drugs.

“So much of the crime we're experienc-
ing has to do with the presence of metham-
phetamine, the presence of opioidsin the city
and then ... themotivesfor crimesaround those
drugs,” he said.

“Heavy, heavy addiction, without theright
kind of treatments, that forces peopleinto crime
to support that drug can be abig problem.”

Chaffin said a proposal has also been put
forward for an independent review of the

shootings involving Calgary police officers.
(CTV Calgary)

Nov 29 2016

VANCOUVER - For the first time police
in Vancouver have linked a fatal over-
dose to the highly toxic drug
carfentanil.

Officials say a drug sample was seized
from an East Vancouver home, where a 39-
year-old man died on Nov. 17, and sent to
Health Canada for analysis.

Police and the provincia coroner’s serv-
ice say the sample has tested positive for
carfentanil, amanufactured drug that is much
more potent than the opioid fentanyl and is
used commercialy as genera anesthetic for
large animals like elephants.

Last month, a nine-month-old boy in
Manitoba was rushed to hospital after being
exposed to carfentanil, which is so powerful
that just afew grains can be fatal for adults.

The coroner’s service says post-mortem
testing for carfentanil will not be availablein
the province until next month, so it can’'t say
whether the drug led to the man’s death.

“This is the first confirmed death linked
to carfentanil in Vancouver,” Sgt. Randy
Fincham saysin a statement. “Unfortunately,
we suspect this death won't be the last.”

Therewere 622 illicit drug deasthsin B.C.
between January and October this year and
fentanyl wasinvolved in more than 60 per cent
of those overdoses.

Nov 29 2016

OTTAWA - The findings from traffic stop
race data collected by the Ottawa Po-
lice Service for two years “are alarm-
ing and are consistent with racial pro-
filing,” according to a Ontario Human
Rights Commission report released
Tuesday.

The commission is calling on Ottawa po-
lice, the city’s police services board and the
provincial government to monitor “human
rights behaviour and activity” on apermanent
basis. In particular, the commission wants
police to continue and expand its race data
collection.

A York University research team exam-
ined 81,902 traffic stopsinvolving Ottawaresi-
dents from 2013 to 2015 where officers re-
corded their perception of the driver’s race,
as well as their gender, age range, the reason
they were pulled over and whether the stop
resulted in charges.

The study stemmed from a human rights
complaint filed by Chad Aiken, ayoung black
man who alleged he was discriminated against

BLUE LINE NEWS WEEK

7



by Ottawa police when he was stopped while

driving a Mercedes Benz. As part of the set-

tlement, Ottawa police agreed that its officers
would collect race-based data on traffic stops

for two years beginning in 2013.

The researchers found that Middle East-
ern and black drivers were far more likely to
be stopped by Ottawa police than other driv-
ers. Theresults for young men aged 16 to 24
were even more stark: young black men were
stopped 8.3 times more often than drivers at
large, while young Middle Eastern men were
stopped 12 times more often.

While Chief Charles Bordel eau has admit-
ted racial profiling “can exist” in policing and
society at large, he has adways argued that the
datadoes not proveracial profiling in practice.

But the commission isn’t buying that.

Whileit'struethat the analysis of thetraf-
fic stop data was not designed to prove “cau-
sation,” according to the commission’sreport,
nor can the traffic stop data results “ be easily
explained by other factors.”

The commission’sreport explainsthat the
racial profiling cannot generally be proven
through a study alone. But it points out that
courts and tribunal s recognize that racial pro-
filing “can rarely be identified by direct evi-
dence; it will more often be proven by cir-
cumstantial evidence and inference.”

And in the Ottawa police study, the com-
mission found “the high disproportionalities
found in this report are strong circumstantial
evidence of the existence of some form of ra-
cial profiling.”

Thecommissionisconcerned that because
the Ottawa Police Service " has been reluctant
to acknowledgethat the datais consistent with
recial profiling,” the force will spend more
effort debating the revelations in the report
instead of identifying and eliminating “dis-
criminatory police practices that are likely
causing them.”

The police services board agreed that the
police, and other stakeholders, would take six
monthsto develop aplanto deal with the high
incidence of racialized drivers being stopped.

The commission has its own ideas. It's
calling for a number of measures, including:
e For the police services board to mandate

the permanent collection of stop data for
both vehiclesand pedestrians, aswell asall
searches, arrests, use-of-forceincidentsand
immigrations status checks.

e That all data be standardized and publicly
reported.

 For the Ottawapolice to make sureits com-
plaint procedures are accessibleto members
of racialized community groups and Indig-
enous peoples, including youth.

« For the police services board to establish
an independent monitoring committee to
review the force's compliance with its po-
liceonracial profiling. (The Ottawa police
policy officialy prohibits “pretext stops,”
although the commission questioned
whether thereisapolice culturethat allows
those sorts of stopsin practice.)

« For the provincia government to establish
independent, arms-length and public moni-
toring of police servicesand their police serv-
iceboardsrelated to systemic discrimination.

(CBC News)
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STRATHROY CARADOC, Ont. - Police
in southwestern Ontario say an investi-
gation has found RCMP were justified
in fatally shooting a terrorist sympa-
thizer in a confrontation earlier this year.

Aaron Driver died dur-
ing a confrontation with
RCMP in Strathroy, Ont.,
in August, after making a
martyrdom video that sug-
gested he was planning to
detonate a homemade
bomb in a Canadian urban

centre.
Driver had been under a court order not

to associate with any terrorist organizations
or to use a computer or cellphone, but he
wasn't under continuous surveillance despite
concern he might participate or contribute to
the activity of aterrorist group.

Canadian authoritiesweretipped off about
Driver’s activities by the FBI and confronted
him hours later.

The OPP Crimina Investigation Branch
and the Strathroy-Caradoc Police Service con-
ducted an investigation into the shooting of
Driver to determine if the use of force in the
incident was legally justified.

Strathroy-Caradoc police say the investi-
gation concluded the use of lethal force was
justified and therefore non-culpable.

The force says an independent review of
theinvestigation by Crown prosecutorsupheld
the probe’s conclusion.

Nov 30 2016

REGINA - Police in Saskatchewan are
getting another tool to help them nab
speeders, distracted drivers and im-
paired drivers

Some 32 automated licence plate readers
are being installed in RCMP patrol vehicles
starting this week.

Saskatchewan Government Insurance has
funded a total of 47 automated licence read-
ersin the province so far.

The new readers are to be used in a pilot
project focused on problem roadways and in-
tersections in central and southeastern Sas-

katchewan.
(CKRM, CP)

Nov 30 2016

QUEBEC - Photo radar machines are
to remain on Quebec roads despite a
recent court ruling that rejected evi-
dence obtained from one, the provin-
cial government said Wednesday.

“\ 7/ SURVEILLANCE

PAR
TES RADAR PHOTO |

Quebec court Judge Serge Cimon, in a
decision released Monday, cleared a woman
from having to pay atrafficticket shereceived
after aradar machine clocked her speeding.

The judge said the photo radar evidence
was hearsay and inadmissiblein court because
provincial police didn’t personally witnessthe
woman alegedly breaking the law or check to
seeif the machine was functioning properly.

“The prosecutor can consider this as for-
mal notice that the evidence used in the pros-
ecution of fixed photo radar casesis based on
insufficient evidence,” he wrote.

It is unclear how this decision could af-
fect future cases involving people contesting
speeding tickets obtained in connection to
photo radar machines.

Thewomanin the case got out of a$1,160
ticket for alegedly going 140 km/h in a 70
km/h zone.

Transport Minister Laurent Lessard told
reporters at the legislature Wednesday that
photo radars are useful in assuring security on
the province's roads and highways.

Justice Minister Stephanie Vallee wasn't
prepared to say whether the court decision
would be appealed.

Shereminded reportersthat thelaw allow-
ing the permanent installation of photo radar
and red light cameratechnol ogy was endorsed
by the provincial legislature in 2012.

Plans to expand the program were an-
nounced in 2015.

Nov 30 2016

ABBOTSFORD, B.C. - The Abbotsford
Police Department says it has found no
evidence of wrongdoing by an indi-
vidual at the RCMP detachment in
Kelowna, B.C..

Officers from Abbotsford conducted an
investigation after a complaint was made in
early September.

No other information about the matter has
been provided.

Const. lan MacDonald of Abbotsford po-
lice saystheinvestigation, which waslaunched
at the request of the Mounties, has concluded
and “did not find evidence that a criminal of-
fence was committed.”

Senior RCMP officials did not say who
requested the Kelowna investigation and
would not comment on the basis of the dle-
gations.
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RCMP confirmed at the time that former
detachment commander Nick Romanchuk
took aleave from his post in early September
and announced his retirement Sept. 26.

Nov 30 2016

VICTORIA - BC’s police-complaint
commissioner has granted a third ex-
tension for an RCMP investigation of
Victoria’s suspended police chief.

Stan Lowe says the investigation into
Frank Elsner was supposed to have been com-
pleted by Wednesday but it will now have to
be done by Jan. 26.

Elsner already apologized for sending
messages through social mediato the wife of
one of his officers, but the police complaint
commissioner later ordered a probe into 10
misconduct allegationsarising from the origi-
nal alegation.

None of the allegations has been proven
against Elsner.

RCMP Chief Supt. Sean Bourrie says 66
interviews have been done so far and electronic
devicesand servers at the Victoria Police De-
partment have been examined.

Bourrie saysmoretimeisneeded because
seven additional witnesses must be inter-
viewed and a previous witness who has spo-
ken with investigators has provided new in-
formation, requiring a follow-up interview
with Elsner.

Lowe says that while investigations in-
volving alleged misconduct by municipal of-
ficers must be completed within six months
after they begin, the Elsner matter involves a
significant body of evidence.

The commissioner says he acknowledges
that the ongoing investigation impacts the
operations of the Victoria Police Department
and thereisapublicinterest in resolving such
mattersin atimely way.

Nov 30 2016

OTTAWA - The Canadian government
is moving to control six chemicals used
to make the deadly opioid fentanyl in
an effort to contain the growing over-
dose death toll.

Health Canadaannounced Wednesday that
the new regulations will take place immedi-
ately because of the urgency of the fentanyl
crisis, resulting in hundreds of fatalitiesacross
the country this year.

Health Minister Jane Philpott says regu-
lating some of the precursors used to make
the synthetic drug is among a range of steps
the government is taking.

Philpott saysits actionswill also help po-
lice intervene in the movement of the chemi-
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cals used to make theillicit substance.

Philpott says the government is moving
quickly to reduce the supply of illicit fentanyl.

Nov 30 2016 Police in Ontario are taking
a bold step in the fight against the “deadly
threat to public health and safety” from fenta-
nyl, by joining forces with the Chief Coroner
for Ontario for atwo-day training symposium
in Toronto for more than 450 officers.

The Ontario Association of Chiefs of Po-
lice (OACP) and Dr. Dirk Huyer will lead the
symposium, focused on combatting aspikein
deaths believed to be caused by the illegal
acquisition, sale, abuse and misuse of the
deadly pain medication.

“While not as extreme asin other areas of
Canada, particularly British Columbia, On-
tarioisseeing an increasein fentanyl deaths,”
Dr. Huyer said in a statement.

“It is my hope that through the collabora-
tive efforts of our governments, public health,
law enforcement, and front-line healthcare
workers, we will soon begin to see areversal
in thisalarming trend.”

Preliminary data showed 543 people lost
their livesin opioid-related deathsin 2015 and
fentanyl was a direct cause for 165, up from
154 |ast year and 86 in 2010, according to the
Chief Coroner’s office.

Officers and border security agents will
be trained on the “health and public safety
challenges’ posed by fentanyl, which Toronto
Police Supt. Ron Taverner said is “critical to
ensuring our people’s safety.”

“Our officers need to understand the dan-
gers of fentanyl not only to themselves, but
the peoplethey serve,” hesaid. “Wewant them
to bein aposition wheretheir personal safety
is guarded when it comes to fentanyl and that

they can also help save lives.”
(Global News)

Nov 30 2016

VICTORIA - A panel that examined 100
domestic-violence deaths in British Co-
lumbia says few victims tell anyone
what’s happening in their lives before
they are killed and even professionals
may not know how to they can help.

The group of expertsranging from police
and a former judges to agencies involved in
family services and aboriginal health looked
at 75 separate incidents between 2010 and
2015.

Its three recommendations, to be imple-
mented by December 2017, arecontainedina
report released by the BC Coroners Service.

Thereport saysthe overwhelming burden
of intimate-partner violence is borne by
women, mostly between the ages of 20 and
59, and that their children may endure life-
long consequences from exposure to family
violence.

Thedesth-review panel iscalling for more
public awareness about intimate-partner vio-
lence and areview by the Justice Ministry to
determine the merits of early case manage-
ment by asinglejudgein family and criminal
cases.

The panel says the Provincial Domestic
Violence Office should also enhance access
to data so it can be shared between service
agenciesto support victimsand their children.

ov 30 2016

ST. CATHARINES - After 35 years with
the local police force, Joe Matthews is
hanging up his hat.

The deputy chief’s retirement, effective
Jan. 31, was announced by Niagara Regional
Police Friday.

“It's a bit of a bittersweet feeling,”
Matthews says of his decision to depart after
more than three decades of serving the com-
munity.

With completion of the new headquarters
under his belt, he feels it's the right time for
him to say goodbye - though he doesn’t ex-
pect it will be easy.

“1"ve been very fortunate in my career. |
still love getting up and going to work every
morning,” he says. “I’m going to miss an aw-
ful lot of things, mainly the relationships and
the challenges of the everyday work.

“The wonderful thing about policing as a
career isyou sort of never know what the day
isgoing to bring when you get up in the morn-
ing because there are so many different twists
and turns.”

Matthews, who turns 59 in December,
began his policing career with the NRP as an
auxiliary constablein 1978. He was swornin
as a constable three years later.

He has served in a number of areas, in-
cluding uniform patrol, executive services, the
major crime unit, and the criminal investiga-
tion, youth and operational services branches
of the police force.

He considers himself blessed to have had
“severa careerswithininacareer” in hismany
roles with the NRP, including the position of
deputy chief that he's held since 20009.
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Matthews spent the majority of his career
as a detective and said the higgest challenge
throughout the yearswas* keeping up with the
changing times,” particularly with the com-
plexity of investigations.

Crimina investigationsthat oncetook one
to two hoursto complete have“increased prob-
ably tenfold,” he says, due to technological
changes, demand on disclosure and develop-
ment of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

“My career started before the Charter of
Rights was enshrined, so an awful lot of
change,” Matthews says.

A new deputy chief has yet to be named.
The police board isexpected to determine over
the next few weeks the process it will follow

to find areplacement.
(CBC News)

Nov 30 2016

Quebec Crown prosecutors have an-
nounced that they will not lay any
charges following a police intervention
which left a police officer and a First
Nations man dead.

In a news release the Crown said it had
reviewed a report prepared by provincial po-
lice and concluded that the Lac-Simon police
force, which serves an Algonquin community
about 500 kilometres northwest of Montreal,
did not commit any criminal acts during the
incident.

On February 13 two Lac-Simon officers
were responding to acall made at 10:20 p.m.
which said shots had been fired.

Thierry LeRoux, 26, and his partner ar-
rived at the scene and entered a house. They
were told there was a man, Joseph Anthony
Raymond-Papatie, in the basement of the
home and that hewas suicidal but had no gun,
it had been taken away from him and left at a
neighbour’s.

LeRoux walked down the stairs into the
basement to speak to Raymond-Papatie and that
iswhen his partner heard two shots. After try-
ing to reach LeRoux over theradio, his partner
looked down the stairs and saw him lying flat
on his stomach without any sign of life. The
partner then left the home to call back up.

L eft aloneinthe home Raymond-Papatie,
22, went on his Facebook page to post that he
had just killed apolice officer. He then turned
the gun on himself and committed suicide.

LeRoux had been a member of the Lac-
Simon aboriginal police force for only six

months.
(CBC News)
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Dec 01 2016

TORONTO - Ontario is announcing
plans to hire more judges, Crown at-
torneys, duty counsel and court staff
to try to shorten the time it takes for
criminal cases to get to trial.

Attorney General Yasir Naqvi isalso an-
nouncing that a bail verification and super-
vision program will be extended so that fewer
low-risk accused are held in custody pend-
ing trial.

And as part of bail reforms, the govern-
ment islaunching aprogram to provide “ bail
beds” - supervised housing for accused peo-
plewho may not have otherwise been granted
bail because they have no fixed address -
starting with alocation in Thunder Bay.

The hiring announcement comes in the
wake of a Supreme Court of Canada ruling
last July that areasonable delay to trial is 18
months for provincial cases and 30 months
for cases before the superior court.

The Ontario Crown Attorneys Associa-
tion recently estimated about 6,000 criminal
cases could be stayed or withdrawn in the
wake of the ruling.

Nagvi is announcing today that 13 more
provincial judgeswill be appointed, and On-
tario will hire 32 more assistant Crown at-
torneys, 16 duty counsel and 26 court staff.

Dec 01 2016

HALIFAX - A police probe has been
launched into the nursing home death
of a 79-year-old Halifax-area man, as
his wife alleges he was pushed by an-
other resident with severe dementia,
fell and died several days later.

RCMP Cpl. Jennifer Clarke confirmed
that Gordon Birchell died at the Ivy Mead-
ows home on Oct. 29 and that police have
opened a suspicious death investigation, but
declined to provide any details on what oc-
curred.

Joan Birchell, Gordon’s wife, said in an
interview that she was told by a staff mem-
ber that Birchell was pushed on Oct. 24 at
the home in the Halifax suburb of Beaver
Bank by a female resident with severe de-
mentia.

The 79-year-old woman says her husband
was hospitalized and returned to the home,
where he later died.

A spokeswoman for the privately owned
home, operated by the Halifax-based Stevens
Group, said aninvestigation is underway and
declined further comment.

The medical examiner, Dr. Matthew
Bowes, said in an email that his office is
still investigating the cause of death, while
a Health Department spokeswoman said an
investigation has been opened under its Pro-
tection of Persons in Care legislation into
the incident.
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