
Eye in sky 
watches entire city

Aug 18 2016 

EDMONTON - Edmonton’s po-
lice chief says some community 
police stations will close, but a 
new counter-terrorism bureau 
will open as part of an ongoing 
plan to refocus resources to get 
“a bigger bang for our buck.”
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Aug 19 2016 

The cyberattack threatened to 
permanently encrypt a Rhode 
Island police department’s com-
puter data. Years of arrest records 
were at risk of being lost forever.
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Aug 23 2016 

IQALUIT - RCMP will no longer be 
pulled off the streets of Iqaluit to 
escort inmates for court appear-
ances.
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Aug 24 2016 

WINNIPEG - At first glance, the 
boy looks just like any other in-
nocent child.
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Aug 24 2016 

OTTAWA - The RCMP says its fe-
male members can wear a hijab if 
they choose.
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Aug 25 2016 

WINNIPEG - Winnipeg police 
are looking for a suspect after 
a backpack exploded outside 
the city’s law courts building on 
Wednesday.
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Aug 24 2016

BALTIMORE - Police long have 
watched cities from above but there 
were practical limits to airborne sur-
veillance: Helicopters were too ex-
pensive — and the views from their 
cameras too narrow — to capture eve-
rything happening in a big, busy city.

No more.
A Cessna airplane equipped with an ultra-

wide-angle camera array has been providing 
Baltimore police with aerial images collected 
across 32 square miles — more than a third 
of the city — for hours at a time since Janu-
ary. Only the occasional encroachment of 
clouds has obscured the views as the plane’s 
192-megapixel camera collected 10 terabytes 
of data each week.

Though the images are not crisp enough 
to show individual faces, researchers have 
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VANCOUVER - Overdose deaths in 
British Columbia linked to illicit drug 
use continue to climb in 2016, while 
far more incidents are being linked to 
the dangerous opioid fentanyl.

While deaths across the province 
dropped slightly in July compared with 
previous months, there were 433 deaths re-
corded between Jan. 1 and July 31, a nearly 
75-per-cent increase compared with the same 
period in 2015.

The total number of overdose deaths in 
July was 52, down from 61 in June.

Updated statistics show the number of 
deaths between Jan. 1 and June 30 where 
fentanyl was detected has leapt to 238, a 
250-per-cent increase over the same period 
last year.

Overdoses that were connected in some 
way to fentanyl made up 30 per cent of the 
overall total of illicit drug deaths in all of 
2015, while that percentage for the first 
half of this year has grown to more than 
60 per cent.

Last month British Columbia asked the 
federal government to help it crack down on 
fentanyl overdoses that have been classified 
as a public health emergency in the province.

shown that location data collected over time 
is remarkably distinct, potentially allowing 
for authorities to identify people and their 
daily movements.

On Wednesday, Baltimore police spokes-
man T.J. Smith called the flights “effectively, 
a mobile citywide camera.” He said there had 
been 100 hours of flights in January and Feb-
ruary and 200 hours during the summer. “The 
only people who should be concerned in the 
City of Baltimore are criminals,” he said.

The project is the result of an unusual 
partnership in which private citizens in Tex-
as - a hedge-fund trader and his wife - have 
hired an Ohio-based company, Persistent 
Surveillance Systems, to provide visual evi-
dence of crimes in Baltimore, according to 
Bloomberg Businessweek.

Smith said there had been no city fund-
ing for the program, nor a decision on 
whether to continue past a few more weeks 
of “test and evaluation.” He said the surveil-
lance had helped catch an alleged shooter 

of two elderly people. The flights happen at 
8,000 feet. 

Persistent Surveillance Systems has de-
ployed its technology for years in foreign cit-
ies and in smaller-scale demonstrations in the 
United States, including in neighborhoods 
around its headquarters in Dayton, Ohio. 
That city stopped amid privacy complaints 
and concerns about the cost of the service. 
Ross McNutt, president of Persistent Surveil-
lance Systems, declined to say how much the 
flights over Baltimore have cost.

Similar technology has been used over-
seas in war zones by military officials. But 
the effort in Baltimore is the biggest and 
longest-running yet for a civilian police de-
partment, said McNutt. He said the funding 
has come from the anonymous donor, not the 
police department, but McNutt is hoping to 
get a city contract to continue the surveil-
lance operation.

“We believe that we protect people’s pri-
vacy while providing a very, very effective 
tool to solve crimes that otherwise wouldn’t 
be solved,” McNutt said in an interview with 
The Washington Post.

Police do not get access to all of the im-
ages collected, but detectives have received 
more than 100 “investigation briefs,” which 
McNutt said have helped solve numerous 
crimes. He said that the flights have run for 
five to 10 hours a day in January and Feb-
ruary, then again from June through August. 
About 12 analysts review the images in re-
sponse to police queries.

To protect privacy, McNutt said that im-
ages are examined only in response to reports 
of crimes and will be deleted after 45 days if 
not needed for an investigation. In practice, 
he acknowledged that so many crimes get re-
ported in Baltimore each day that it will be 
difficult to know which images to discard.

In some case, the company can track sus-
pects in real-time with the goal of helping 
police arrest a suspect fleeing the scene of a 
crime. Because images are collected continu-
ously for hours at a time, it’s also possible 
to see how victims, suspects and witnesses 
moved before or after the crime. Each person 

typically is the size of a single pixel on an 
image.

“It’s kind of new, but it’s also no differ-
ent from having a police helicopter up there,” 
McNutt said. “But by the time a police heli-
copter gets to a call, the people are usually 
gone.”

The Supreme Court generally has given 
wide latitude to police using aerial surveil-
lance as long as the photography captures im-
ages visible to the naked eye.

During the March 2015 riots that fol-
lowed the death of Freddie Gray, a black 
man in police custody, the FBI conducted 
surveillance flights above Baltimore.

McNutt, who helped design a similar 
system for the skies above Fallujah, a bat-
tleground city in Iraq, once proposed sev-
eral possible forms of aerial surveillance for 
Washington, D.C., in comments reported in 
The Post in 2014.

A single camera mounted atop the Wash-
ington Monument, McNutt boasted at the 
time, could deter crime all around the Mall.

He said regular flights over the most 
dangerous parts of Washington — com-
bined with publicity about how much po-
lice could see — would make a significant 
dent in the number of burglaries, robberies 
and murders. 

The cameras would spot as many as 50 
crimes per six-hour flight, he estimated, pro-
viding police with a continuous stream of im-
ages.
(Washington Post) 
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Edmonton police already share infor-
mation with the Alberta Integrated National 
Security Enforcement Team, created to bet-
ter share police intelligence nationally in 
response to the threat of terrorism.

However, Knecht said INSET, like other 
policing agencies, is struggling to balance 
increasing responsibilities with limited re-
sources, meaning it “can’t keep up” with its 
caseload and must focus on high-level cases 
or those that present the most immediate risk.

“The incidents may be few, but the risk 
is so high to the community that we’ve got to 
focus on this and get ahead of it, and develop 
intelligence and information,” Knecht said.

While EPS will continue to share in-
formation with INSET — which includes 
members of the RCMP, the Canada Border 
Services Agency, the Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service as well as provincial 
and municipal police agencies — the coun-
ter terrorism intelligence unit bureau will 
focus on street-level intelligence gathered 
by officers and be better able to respond to 
emerging threats.

“Our best weapon against terrorism is that 
community help, that community support and 
community engagement,” Knecht said.

Not only will the new bureau, to be headed 
up by Supt. Gregory Preston, provide valuable 
intelligence for counter-terrorism initiatives, it 
will centralize EPS analytics experts so they 
can use data to improve the efficiency and ef-
ficacy of all community police responses.

Facing its own challenge of balancing in-
creased demand with a shortage of resources, 

Knecht said EPS will closed some communi-
ty police stations and will instead put officers 
in junior high schools.

While overall violent crime is falling, 
homicides are on track to match levels in 
2011, when Edmonton was the murder capi-
tal of Canada.

There have been 30 homicides in Edmon-
ton in 2016, more than double the number of 
homicides this time last year.

Knecht also confirmed that, despite a 
miscommunication last week that claimed 
the contrary, Edmonton police do not own 
a controversial StingRay device, which 
collects information indiscriminately from 
cellphones within a given radius.

However, he was not sure if Edmonton 
police had ever used one in an investigation, 
as the RCMP do own a StingRay and have 
lent it to municipal police.
(Edmonton Sun)

Aug 18 2016 

TORONTO - An image circulated by 
an ISIL propaganda outfit on Wednes-
day showed Toronto burning while a 
terrorist watched from nearby moun-
tains, a wolf at his side. “Our wolves 
will come to you,” it read.

As expected, ISIL has ramped up its 
propaganda campaign against Canada fol-
lowing last week’s police killing of Aaron 
Driver, an ISIL supporter in Strathroy, Ont. 
who was allegedly in the final stages of plan-
ning a bomb attack.

Attempting to capitalize on the incident, 

Aug 18 2016 

TORONTO - The number of Toronto 
police officers seeking psychologi-
cal help has more than doubled in the 
past two years, according to a report 
presented to the Toronto Police Ser-
vices Board Thursday.

Two staff psychologists at the Toronto Po-
lice Service, who presented the report, attrib-
uted the increase to a greater awareness that 
seeking help is not a sign of weakness, and 
that the stigma surrounding mental illness is 
not as pervasive as it has been in the past.

“There’s a recognition that this job can 
take a toll on just about anyone,” TPS psy-
chologist Catherine Martin-Doto told the 
board. “This is a very challenging time to be 
a police officer in this city.”

A motion to hire a third staff psychologist 
to help cope with the demand was dropped 
just before Thursday’s meeting. Instead, the 
board voted to ask Chief Mark Saunders for 
a detailed breakdown of what psychological 
services the TPS needs to provide.

The report, which Mayor John Tory de-
scribed as “one of the most important ones 
that we’ve seen,” said 12.7 per cent of the the 
city’s roughly 5,600 police officers sought 
counselling in 2015, which is in line with 
what other North American police forces are 
experiencing.

The report says officers sought help for 
a variety of reasons: Suicidal thoughts, post-
traumatic stress disorder, and the pressures of 
dealing with life-and-death situations.

Currently the TPS employs two staff psy-
chologists - Martin-Doto, and Carol Vipari.

In 2008, when she joined the TPS, Mar-
tin-Doto said there was “a strange reluctance 
that I observed from people within the ser-
vice to actually step over the threshold of our 
office door in psychological services.

“Our office is now a very busy place.”
However, Vipari said her department is in 

dire need of help if it is to keep up with the 
increased demand for its services.

“There are two of us and only so many 
hours in the day. And we are struggling to 
meet the demands of the existing programs 
and services,” she said.

Aside from the two staff psychologists, 
the TPS also employs an outside counselling 
service.
(CBC News)

Aug 18 2016 

EDMONTON - Edmonton’s police 
chief says some community police 
stations will close, but a new counter-
terrorism bureau will open as part of 
an ongoing plan to refocus resources 
to get “a bigger bang for our buck.”

Rod Knecht said Thursday the police de-
partment will be create a fourth bureau, the 
counter terrorism intelligence unit, to focus 
on intelligence-based policing and address 
terrorism threats.

“This is to deal with the emerging 
threat of terrorism, as well as being more 
proactive and being more intelligence led 
in the way we deal with policing,” Knecht 
said.
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Police said they believe the man con-
sumed a quantity of pills and threw the bottle 
off a balcony.

Soon after, he appeared to be in medical 
distress.

Paramedics were called. They treated the 
man and transported him to hospital, where 
he died a short time later.
(CBC News)

Aug 19 2016 

OTTAWA - Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson 
says he’s concerned criticism levelled 
against the city’s police chief by the 
head of the union representing of-
ficers could undermine public confi-
dence in the force.

In a strongly worded letter sent to Ot-
tawa Police Association president Matt Skof 
Thursday, Watson waded into the fracas and 
sided with police Chief Charles Bordeleau.

“I am concerned that your actions ... will 
play a role in undermining the confidence 
which our residents have in all Ottawa Police 
Service officers,” Watson wrote. The mayor 
added that Bordeleau continues to have “my 
unqualified support and confidence.”

Watson’s letter, sent Thursday, marks the 
first time the mayor has officially weighed 
in on the ongoing public battle between the 
police union and the chief - a battle that has 
escalated in recent months.

In March, Skof called for the resignation 
of Coun. Eli El-Chantiry, chair of the police 
services board, for failing to follow up on 
complaints about the police executive. The 
police union was also upset by the hiring of 
non-police staff for court security, claiming 
there was “misleading” information in the re-
ports surrounding that decision.

Watson charged that Skof was being hyp-
ocritical in how he reacts to issues involving 
police. For example, when Abdirahman Abdi 
died after a violent encounter with police last 
month, Skof defended the officers in question.

“You asked Ottawa residents to allow the 
investigation to run its course, basically ar-
guing that due process should be followed in 
all cases under investigation,” Watson wrote.

But earlier this month, Skof told Post-
media the union was “outraged” when the 
Ontario Civilian Police Commission cleared 
Bordeleau of misconduct in his handling of 
a careless driving ticket issued to his father-
in-law.

“You publicly bashed the OCPC because 
it did not deliver a finding consistent with 
your associations’s goals,” Watson wrote.

“I believe this inconsistency — calling 
for respect of due process in one instance and 
dismissing an outcome you dislike in another 
— will not serve your organization’s interests 
over the long term.”

The mayor’s letter also alluded to a back-
ground investigator who quit over the hiring 
of a Somali-Canadian recruit she had deemed 
unsuitable for police work. The chief, who had 
the final say on hiring, defended the decision.

“At any given time, there will always be 
some who believe that they or someone else 
would be better suited to run the organiza-

tion,” Watson wrote. “Fortunately, that deci-
sion rests and will continue to rest with the 
Ottawa Police Services Board.”

The mayor claimed he’s been hearing 
confidentially from officers who are not 
pleased with Skof’s representation.
(CBC News)

Aug 19 2016

SURREY, B.C. - The province’s police 
watchdog is investigating after a man 
in Terrace, B.C., died following an al-
tercation with police.

The RCMP says police received a call 
from a woman at the Mills Memorial Hospi-
tal on Thursday afternoon, saying a man was 
walking towards her with an axe and that he 
may try to hurt himself.

Officers arrived and tried to negotiate 
with the man.

Police say a conducted energy weapon 
was used and the man was immediately treat-
ed for his injuries, but later died in hospital.

Aug 19 2016 

The cyberattack threatened to perma-
nently encrypt a Rhode Island police 
department’s computer data. Years of 
arrest records were at risk of being 
lost forever.

At the time of the crisis, about two years 
ago, hackers were making great forward 
leaps in their use of “ransomware,” which 
hackers use to lock down data before request-
ing ransom.

But in this case, the hackers were foiled 
by Rhode Island’s Cyber Disruption Team, a 
panel of more than 30 cyberexperts from law 
enforcement, academia and the private sector 
who work together to protect networks and 
defeat attackers. In short, someone on the 
disruption team knew how to write the nec-
essary code to save the files and defeat the 
attack, says state police Capt. John Alfred.

Although Alfred won’t say too much 
more about the case, he stresses that it ex-
emplifies the type of information-sharing 
that state police hope to cultivate on a much 
larger scale.

The sharing of cyberintelligence between 
government security agencies and non-gov-
ernment entities is a new frontier - another 
progression - in the wave of intelligence-
sharing that followed the terrorist attacks of 
September 2001, says the superintendent of 
the Rhode Island State Police, Col. Steven G. 
O’Donnell.

“Twenty five years ago, the number one 
priority was... La Cosa Nostra for the state 
police detective bureau... the No. 1 prior-
ity for the state police in 2016 is cyber,” 
O’Donnell says.

After 9/11, the coordination focused on 
getting government agencies on the same page. 
Now, says O’Donnell, state police are working 
to develop stronger ties with companies, uni-
versities and others who are heavily invested 
in efforts to protect networks from cyberattack.

“They get information all the time about 
their own... cyberthreats and all the hacking 
that goes on within their business structures,” 

the pro-ISIL al-Wa’d Foundation released two 
posters on its Telegram channel on Wednes-
day, including the one showing an apocalyptic 
Toronto, according to the SITE Intelligence 
Group.

“O worshippers of the cross in Canada, 
now now fighting came, our wolves will 
come to you from where you will not know 
so you won’t enjoy life,” it read. The second 
poster showed a terrorist walking through a 
destroyed Toronto street.

“Soon very soon,” it read.
The ISIL newspaper al-Naba also took on 

Canada in its Tuesday edition, calling Driver 
“one of the soldiers of the Islamic State” and 
saying his failed plot was “a martyrdom-
seeking attack targeting Canadian Crusader 
police in Ontario.”

It went on to claim that Canada “partici-
pates in the war on Islam” and “takes part in 
the Crusader campaign on the Islamic State.” 
For its part, ISIL’s Amaq news agency said 
last Thursday that Driver was responding “to 
calls to target coalition countries.”

It is a pattern familiar: Within days of 
the recent attacks in Europe and the United 
States, ISIL tried to stoke fears by threatening 
more. Not mentioned in the releases on Can-
ada was that Driver’s alleged plot resulted in 
only his own death.

ISIL makes heavy use of propaganda, 
much of it distributed on social media. A re-
tired senior Canadian Security Intelligence 
Service official, Andy Ellis, said in April that 
Canadians were part of the ISIL propaganda 
wing, which valued their English-language 
skills.

The RCMP and FBI have been investi-
gating an ISIL propagandist with a Canadian-
sounding voice who has narrated several of 
the terrorist group’s most gruesome videos, 
including the claim of responsibility for the 
Orlando attack.

But Wednesday’s posters, with their 
clichéd images of Toronto’s snow-capped 
mountains and pet wolves, do not appear 
to have been made by anyone familiar with 
Canada, and the text does not appear to have 
been written by an English-speaker.
(National Post)

FRIDAY
AUGUST 19, 2016

 Aug 19 2016 

EDMONTON - The Alberta Serious In-
cident Response Team is investigat-
ing the conduct of Edmonton police 
officers who were engaged with an 
“aggressive” man in his 30s who died 
in custody Thursday.

The man was wanted on a Canada-wide 
warrant for being unlawfully at large. ASIRT 
said he was related to the owner of the home 
and known to the person who called police.

Police entered the home to arrest the 
man, who “appeared to be under the influ-
ence of either drugs or alcohol,” they said in 
a news release.
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system and sentencing reforms ushered in 
by the previous Conservative government, 
a frequent champion of setting minimum 
penalties for crimes involving drugs, guns 
and sexual exploitation.

A report prepared for the Justice De-
partment says “a politically viable strat-
egy’’ is to craft exemptions to mandatory 
minimums that kick in when certain criteria 
are met, as seen in several other countries.

For instance, relief from a mandatory 
minimum could be granted in the case of 
a juvenile offender, an early guilty plea or 
when an accused provides substantial help 
to the state.

The report by criminologist Yvon Dan-
durand of the University of the Fraser Val-
ley in British Columbia was completed in 
March and recently disclosed under the Ac-
cess to Information Act.

A spokeswoman for Justice Minister 
Jody Wilson-Raybould says she is looking 
at mandatory minimum penalties and other 
related issues “as a key priority’’ in support 
of her criminal justice review.

Aug 21 2016 

Stirling-Rawdon’s police, council 
and residents are now awaiting an 
estimate on the cost of provincial 
policing for the municipality, one 
that could signal the end of the local 
force.

Strapped for cash, the council last year 
voted to seek the estimate from the Ontario 

O’Donnell says. “...The information that we 
look at from a law enforcement perspec-
tive may be really helpful to them and the 
information they can provide us can be very 
helpful to us.”

Last spring, O’Donnell combined the 
state police computer crimes unit and the 
fusion center, a state police-run intelligence-
sharing entity.

The computer crimes unit, previously 
part of the organization’s detective unit, had 
formed about 10 years ago, with its responsi-
bilities and workload growing ever since.

The fusion center had evolved from a 
post-9/11 entity focused on sharing of home-
land security-related intelligence to an entity 
that handled analysis and exchange of infor-
mation regarding all sorts of criminal matters 
beyond terrorism.

In late April, both units were put under 
the command of Alfred.
(Providence Journal)

SATURDAY
AUGUST 20, 2016

Aug 20 2016 

BIGGAR, Sask. - Mounties in Sas-
katchewan are warning that some 
social media comments could be 
criminal in the wake of a fatal shoot-
ing of an aboriginal man on a farm 
earlier this month.

RCMP issued a news release on Saturday 
stating police are monitoring the situation re-
lated to events in the area of Biggar, which 
was where the shooting occurred.

Police say in the release that the social 
media comments are concerning, and they 
ask people to “remain respectful’’ in their on-
line communication.

Colten Boushie, 22, was killed Aug. 10 
after the vehicle he was in drove onto a farm.

Gerald Stanley has pleaded not guilty to 
a charge of second-degree murder in connec-
tion with the incident and was freed Friday 
on $10,000 bail.

Last weekend, Premier Brad Wall took to 
Facebook to condemn some of the social me-
dia discussion of the case, calling comments 
he’d seen online “racist and hate-filled.’’

Some comments on social media sites 
have been anti-First Nation, while others have 
supported vigilante justice against the suspect. 

SUNDAY
AUGUST 21, 2016

Aug 21 2016 

OTTAWA - The Liberal government 
is studying the idea of building some 
wiggle room into the controversial 
convention of mandatory minimum 
sentences to avoid unduly harsh pen-
alties in cases that don’t warrant them.

The examination is part of a federal 
review of changes to the criminal justice 

Provincial Police.
“We’re looking for the same level of 

service as the surrounding townships. We’ve 
got kind of a Cadillac now, which we can’t 
afford,” Deputy Mayor Bob Mullin told The 
Intelligencer Friday.

He said residents and politicians like the 
service they receive from Stirling-Rawdon 
Police Services: they know the officers, who 
are always in the municipality, and receive 
good service. There are relatively few calls 
for service and major crimes are rare.

While many Ontario municipalities 
are concerned about policing costs — in-
cluding those related to OPP contracts — 
Stirling-Rawdon’s price tag is very high: 
about $800 per household, treasurer and 
interim chief administrative officer Rox-
anne Hearns said.

She said it’s expected OPP coverage 
would cost Stirling-Rawdon $850,000 to $1 
million a year. The present cost of the mu-
nicipal force is $1.8 million — a cost Mullin 
called “brutal.

“It’s unsustainable.”
An OPP group toured Stirling’s police 

station in July, studying the building and re-
questing reams of data, including details of 
calls for service. Municipal staff completed 
the required municipal profile paperwork as 
part of the costing procedure.

Provincial officials will now study the 
information and by early February provide a 
costing estimate.
(The Intelligencer)

http://bit.ly/2aI4OIC�
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discuss a new “Investigative Services Divi-
sion Project” budget item and financial strat-
egy to go before the city of Hamilton’s 2017 
budget process.

Beyond those descriptions, there were no 
details posted online to accompany the meet-
ing agenda on Monday.

Gale said he hadn’t looked closely 
enough at the details of Hamilton’s plan to 
see if Niagara expects to have enough space 
to cover both service’s needs.

“It might not work. I understand that,” he 
said. “But let’s try.”
(CBC News)

TUESDAY
AUGUST 23, 2016

Aug 23 2016 

ST. CATHARINES, Ont. - Ontario’s po-
lice watchdog says a provincial officer 
is not to blame for a collision that left 
a 35-year-old man with several frac-
tures last fall.

The Special Investigations Unit says the 
officer was attending to a disabled vehicle 
on the shoulder of the Queen Elizabeth Way 
near St. Catharines on Oct. 20 when the vehi-
cle’s driver ran into traffic.

The SIU says the man was struck by a 
transport truck carrying 18,000 kilograms of 
freight and was later diagnosed with fractures 
to his head, face, pelvis and foot.

The agency says that based on witness 
accounts and other evidence, it is clear the of-
ficer “did nothing to contribute to the man’s 
rash decision, aside from being present at the 
time and trying to help him out.’’

As a result, it says there are no grounds to 
lay criminal charges.

Aug 23 2016 

HALIFAX - Nova Scotia’s independent 
police watchdog is investigating the 
case of a man found unresponsive in 
cells at Halifax police headquarters.

Halifax police say the 47-year-old man 
was arrested for public intoxication and taken 
into custody just after 9:30 p.m. Monday.

About an hour later, staff doing routine 
checks found the man unresponsive in his cell.

Police say they did first aid until para-
medics arrived to take him to hospital, where 
his condition was described as being life-
threatening.

Police say the case has been referred to 
the Serious Incident Response Team, which 
investigates all serious cases involving police.

In a separate statement, the team says the 
man’s condition was self-inflicted but did not 
provide any details.

Aug 23 2016 

IQALUIT - RCMP will no longer be 
pulled off the streets of Iqaluit to es-
cort inmates for court appearances.

As of June 23, sheriffs working at the Nu-
navut Court of Justice in Iqaluit are responsible 
for transporting inmates from all correctional 
facilities in Nunavut’s capital to court.

MONDAY
AUGUST 22, 2016

Aug 22 2016 

TRENT HILLS, Ont. - Police have is-
sued a stern warning to an Ontario 
teenager who called 911 saying she 
had been forced to go on vacation 
with her parents.

Provincial police say a 15-year-old girl 
from Mississauga, west of Toronto, called the 
emergency line last Tuesday while at a rental 
cottage in Trent Hills, near Belleville.

Const. Steve Bates says that when offic-
ers arrived, the teen buried her face in her 
hands and said she didn’t want to be there.

He says the officers warned her it was not 
an appropriate use of 911 and left any further 
discipline to her mother, who had been una-
ware of the call.

The girl’s name has not been released.

Aug 22 2016 

PETERBOROUGH - A Canada Reve-
nue Agency scam has defrauded resi-
dents out of an estimated $150,000 
since the beginning of year.

On Monday Peterborough Police intro-
duced a postcard campaign aimed at reaching 
people in their home with the message: “You 
are their next Target.”

City police says its Alternative Re-
sponse Unit receives between 15 and 40 
calls a day from people reporting the CRA 
scam. From January to August 2016, ap-
proximately 32 people in our area fell vic-
tim to the CRA fraud and lost anywhere 
between $1,500 to $5,600.

“Don’t make assumptions about who 
falls for frauds and scams. “You are their next 
victim, “ says Det. Const. Calderwood.

“We want people to know it’s OK to 
hang up if they receive a scam call. Don’t 
panic. Don’t react. Don’t send money. Don’t 
fall for it.”
(Peterborough This Week)

Aug 22 2016

VICTORIA - The suspended chief of 
the Victoria police department, who is 
under investigation for allegedly ex-
changing inappropriate messages with 
the wife of a subordinate, is seeking to 
block the release of those messages 
and other key aspects of the case.

Frank Elsner, who has said that public-
ity surrounding the case has “irreparably 
tarnished” his reputation, is set to have 
his application for a broad publication ban 
heard in B.C. Supreme Court on Aug. 29.

In addition to the contents of the mes-
sages, which were sent over Twitter, Elsner 
is asking a judge to issue an order that would 
keep the identities of the subordinate and his 
wife under wraps and block publication of 
any details surrounding an internal investiga-
tion that was completed last year, as well as 
details of his employment contract.

He also wants to keep a lid on any pro-

gress reports related to ongoing external 
investigations that were ordered by the 
province’s Office of the Police Complaint 
Commissioner.

When the scandal first became public in 
December, Elsner insisted to reporters that he 
had conducted himself “professionally and 
appropriately” throughout his career.

Elsner told the Times-Colonist that there 
was no friendship between him and his sub-
ordinate’s wife. “It was strictly work and the 
messages just took on a far more personal 
tone and that’s when I sent a message saying: 
Listen, please stop, this cannot continue or go 
any further.”

In a court affidavit filed in March, Elsner, 
the former chief of police in Sudbury, Ont., 
said he felt humiliated by the whole incident.

“I strongly believe my reputation has 
been irreparably tarnished and my career in 
policing is over, regardless of the outcome of 
the investigation.”
(National Post)

Aug 22 2016 

NIAGARA - The chairman of Niagara’s 
police services board wants to talk 
with his counterparts in Hamilton 
about whether the two police services 
could work together to share foren-
sics space instead of Hamilton build-
ing its own lab.

For Niagara board chair Bob Gale that’s 
just one area where the neighbouring munici-
palities could share services and save money 
on policing.

In a letter to Hamilton’s police services 
board, obtained by CBC Hamilton, Gale re-
quests the Hamilton Police Services Board 
consider forming a group of board members 
and police staff from both places to find ef-
ficiencies through sharing.

“Guys, come on, let’s share some of this 
stuff,” Gale told CBC News. “We all want 
our own identity but we don’t all need ar-
moured vehicles, helicopters and all this.”

“The last time we needed an armoured 
vehicle in the Niagara region was never,” he 
said. Niagara is about to open a new police 
headquarters and it might be able to help Ham-
ilton with its forensics requirements, he said.

Gale, who was a police officer in the 
1970s before running a successful gas station 
and convenience store business, said he’s on 
a mission to find efficient ways to make po-
licing better.

“Crime is down! So let’s start looking at 
stuff,” he said.

Hamilton, which has an armoured vehi-
cle, is working on a plan to build a $24.5 mil-
lion forensics building, but has had trouble 
getting funding from federal and provincial 
sources.

At its meeting scheduled for Friday, 
Hamilton’s board will discuss sending the 
chief, deputy chief, chair and vice chair to 
meet with Gale and others from the police 
services board.

But in the meantime the Hamilton board 
is moving forward with its own plan to build 
the forensics building. The agenda for Fri-
day’s meeting states that the board will also 
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“It makes no sense for the RCMP, when 
their mandate is policing, to be in the role and 
responsibility of prisoner handling and man-
agement at the courthouse in Iqaluit,” says 
Joe Kucharski, the director of court services.

Not only were RCMP responsible for 
transporting inmates to court, they were also 
required to escort them while they were in-
side the building.

That meant sometimes calling up the 
RCMP to send an officer down on a mo-
ment’s notice to move an inmate to one of 
three courtrooms.

The Government of Nunavut will hire 
three more sheriffs to its provo unit, the unit 
responsible for escorting inmates.
(CBC News)

Aug 23 2016 

VANCOUVER - A sexual assault report 
very rarely ever results in a conviction 
in Vancouver, according to statistics 
obtained from the Vancouver Police 
Department (VPD).

Data from a 10-year period from 2005 to 
2015 shows that while over 5,200 sexual as-
saults were reported across the city, only one 
in five resulted in charges, and only 2.9 per 
cent ended up with convictions.

The numbers, obtained through a Free-
dom of Information request, show how dif-
ficult it is to prosecute such sensitive crimes.

“Sexual assaults are very complex in-
vestigations. All the cases we get, we try to 
bring them all to charge... but not all result in 
convictions,” said VPD chief Adam Palmer.

“It is a very under-reported crime,” add-
ed Palmer. “We know that there is more go-
ing on in society that don’t get reported to 
police, so we ask people to report them.”

According to Statistics Canada, the most 
common reasons why victims don’t file po-
lice reports are because they felt it wasn’t 
“important enough”, it was a “personal mat-
ter”, and that the victim didn’t want to get 
involved with the police.

The agency said 22 out of every 1,000 
people were victims of sexual assault in 2014 
(2.2 per cent). In Aboriginal women, that rate 
jumped to 11.5 per cent.
(Global News)

Aug 23 2016 

FORT MCMURRAY, Alta. - An agency 
that investigates Alberta police is 
looking into whether an RCMP vehicle 
ran over a pedestrian that had already 
been hit on a highway by a pickup 
truck.

The 41-year-old man died at the scene 
early Sunday on Highway 881 about 75 kilo-
metres south of Fort McMurray.

The Alberta Serious Incident Response 
Team says in a release that an officer was ini-
tially responding to a call about a man walk-
ing along the road.

Another call then came in about the man 
being struck by a truck.

ASIRT says the officer’s vehicle had its 
emergency equipment on when it arrived and 
had to pass several vehicles that had pulled 
over.

It says the police vehicle hit the hand of 
a man standing along the road, and may also 
have struck the pedestrian lying nearby.

Aug 23 2016 

HALIFAX - Canada’s correctional in-
vestigator says the death of a Cape 
Breton man after being repeatedly 
pepper sprayed in the face raises con-
cerns about both how guards restrain 
inmates and the quality of health care 
in penitentiaries.

Howard Sapers said his office decided to 
investigate after reading a board of investiga-
tion report into the death of Matthew Ryan 
Hines last May at Dorchester Penitentiary in 
New Brunswick.

The report prepared for Correctional Ser-

vice Canada says guards used five blasts of 
pepper spray, including four administered to 
Hines’ face just seconds apart at about 10:23 
p.m. on May 26, after the inmate refused to 
return to his cell.

It says the use of force was inappropri-
ate, noting that Hines was “under sufficient 
control of the staff’’ at the time.

The report also says that when Hines was 
taken to a shower to remove the pepper spray 
he fell backwards while still handcuffed and 
with his shirt over his head.

It says that as an officer tried to remove 
Hines’ shirt the inmate said, “Please I’m beg-
ging you,’’ and kicked with his right leg.

The report says Hines had a seizure at 
10:29 p.m. and he was taken to the prison 
health wing where the nurse “conducted no 
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assessments ... nor provided any treatment.’’
He died in a Moncton hospital just after 

midnight.

Aug 23 2016 

WINNIPEG - An Manintoba Mountie 
officer won’t be charged after his 
gun was stolen and used to shoot a 
16-year-old girl.

Calli Vanderaa was shot in a car outside 
a Winnipeg convenience store in October 
2015.

The gun used in the shooting was stolen 
from an off-duty RCMP officer’s cruiser.

Winnipeg police investigated the theft 
and said it doesn not warrant charges against 
the RCMP officer.

Court documents say the officer’s gun 
was taken after one or more men entered the 
officer’s home without permission and took 
the keys to his vehicle.

Police said Vanderaa’s lung and spleen 
was pierced by the bullet and she survived.

In February, Vanderaa lfiled a lawsuit 
against the RCMP and the officer who owned 
the gun.
(CTV Winnipeg)

Aug 23 2016 

FREDERICTON - The Saint John Po-
lice Force will be getting help from 
Fredericton while they work on get-
ting their own police dog service.

Fredericton city council passed a memo-
randum of understanding at their meeting on 
Monday night to let the Saint John Police 
Force borrow a police dog when needed.

Saint John has been without a police dog 
for more than a year now, as their last dog 
died in April 2015.

The agreement with the Fredericton Po-
lice Force will expire at the end of 2017.

The Saint John Police Force will be re-
sponsible for the costs that come with bring-
ing a dog and handlers from Fredericton to 
Saint John.

The Fredericton police will maintain 
priority of the police dog service and it’s no 
guarantee that the service will be available 
every time Saint John needs it.
(CBC News) 
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VANCOUVER - The B.C. Court of Ap-
peal has ordered a new trial for a 
Vernon, B.C., man acquitted of drug 
charges after a lower court threw out 
a key search warrant.

The decision written by Chief Justice 
Robert Bauman sets aside the acquittal of 
Christopher Loewen and orders a new trial 
on charges of possession of cocaine, heroin 
and marijuana for the purpose of trafficking.

Those charges were dismissed in January 
2015 when a provincial court judge in Ver-
non rejected a warrant that led to the seizure 

of drugs, cash and other evidence vital to the 
case against an alleged dial-a-dope operation.

The unanimous decision by three Court 
of Appeal justices finds Judge Mayland Mc-
Kimm was wrong to reject the warrant for 
what he considered a lack of “independently 
verifiable information’’ and “bald unsupport-
ed assertions.’’

The warrant had been heavily edited to 
prevent identification of confidential inform-
ants and the Crown refused a request to pro-
vide an unredacted version.

In overturning Loewen’s acquittal, Bau-
man writes that McKimm wrongly dissected 
details that supported the warrant, instead of 
assessing the material “in light of the totality 
of the circumstances.’’

In the 14-page judgment, Bauman says 
McKimm “should have found a very strong 
case for issuing the warrant.’’

“A search warrant is an investigative tool. 
Its justification rests on reasonable grounds, 
not proof beyond a reasonable doubt,’’ writes 
Bauman.

“In my view, the judge’s reasons for find-
ing the warrant insufficient simply do not re-
flect the detailed and compelling evidence.’’

Aug 24 2016 

PETERBOROUGH - City council is 
about to be asked whether it is interest-
ed in having Peterborough Police patrol 
the nearby City of Kawartha Lakes.

City of Kawartha Lakes council wants 
to know whether Peterborough Police would 
ever be interested in covering the amalga-
mated municipality.

The City of Kawartha Lakes now use two 
police forces: Their own municipal force in 
Lindsay and the former Ops Township, and 
the OPP in the rest of the municipality.

But council there is wondering whether 
it might be less expensive to have a single 
police force cover the entire municipality.

The Peterborough Police Services Board 
reviewed the request but won’t answer it. 
Police board chairman Bob Hall said it’s Pe-
terborough city council’s call. (The city of 
Peterborough funds the force.)

Peterborough Police already patrols 
Lakefield, which it doesn’t adjoin, and Cavan 
Monaghan Township on contract.
(Peterborough Examiner)

Aug 24 2016 

WINNIPEG - At first glance, the boy 
looks just like any other innocent child.

But his police file would tell a much dif-
ferent story, one that’s baffled authorities in 
Winnipeg since he was five years old.

The child can’t be identified because he’s 
a minor in the care of Manitoba’s Métis Child 
and Family Services, which he has been for 
some time.

He’s reportedly been involved in increas-
ingly violent crimes in recent months, includ-
ing theft, arson, break-ins and a stabbing.

But he’s under 12. That means he cannot 
be charged under the Youth Criminal Justice 
Act, and since he lives in Manitoba, he can-
not be detained in a secure facility to get help.

Winnipeg police won’t confirm any of 
the boy’s alleged crimes, but they do say he’s 
been on their radar for years.

“There’s no secret, this young person has 
been involved in criminal activity, from mi-
nor criminal activity to some very serious of-
fences that have involved other people being 
very seriously injured,” Insp. Kelly Dennison 
told CBC News.

Dennison leads the Specialized Investi-
gations Division, which has the boy’s file. In 
his hands are about six pages of information 
outlining his officers’ contact with the young-
ster beginning at age five, details of which 
he’s not allowed to share.

Christy Dzikowicz of the Canadian Cen-
tre for Child Protection says the only hope for 
the child is to get him into a secure facility he 
can’t walk away from.

Unlike in Ontario, Alberta and Nova 
Scotia, Manitoba’s Child and Family Ser-
vices legislation doesn’t allow authorities to 
detain kids under 12 in a secure facility. The 
only exception is to petition the courts to de-
tain a child under the Mental Health Act, but 
that detention is limited to about a week.

Law professor Nicholas Bala of Queen’s 
University says the “unfortunate reality” is 
that most children who are committing of-
fences can, should and must be dealt with “in 
the context of their homes and community.”

He says without appropriate program-
ming and legislative changes, the boy’s car-
egivers “can’t lock the door” to keep him 
from running.
(CBC News)

Aug 24 2016 

TORONTO - A York Regional Police of-
ficer faces criminal charges for alleg-
edly assaulting a suspect during an 
arrest in Toronto last spring.

Toronto Police say cops from north of 
the city were involved in an investigation on 
March 30.

“It is alleged that officers were involved in 
a foot pursuit of a male who fled from police,” 
spokesman Mark Pugash said Wednesday.

The suspect was spotted and an officer 
from York’s canine unit “assisted in the ap-
prehension and arrest of the male,” he said.

“During the arrest, the male was assault-
ed,” Pugash alleged.

Const. Michael Partridge, 35, now faces 
charges of assault with a weapon and assault.

The accused officer is scheduled to ap-
pear in court at Old City Hall on Oct. 27.
(Toronto Sun)

Aug 24 2016 

VANCOUVER - Vancouver police are 
taking a new approach to the wide-
spread issue of sexting among youth 
through an outreach program that is 
the first of its kind in B.C.

Youth who are caught sexting - send-
ing explicit photos or messages through via 
mobile devices - are sent to Amy Powter, the 
VPD’s youth justice programs coordinator. 
She is in charge of the police department’s new 
program that aims to educate teenagers and 
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parents about the risks of sexting, called Total 
Respect of Ourselves and Others (TROO).

It’s about prevention, not punishment, 
said Powter, who runs the program in part-
nership with the charity, Children of the 
Street Society.

“We didn’t want to label [sexting] as 
child pornography because that wasn’t what 
it was,” she said.

“We didn’t want to penalize them. We 
wanted to give them an opportunity to learn 
how this behaviour could affect them so 
deeply in the future.”

The program won the National Youth 
Justice Policing Award in 2015.

About 10 per cent of B.C. youth ages 12 
- 19 engaged in sexting the previous school 
day according to the 2013 BC Adolescent 
Health Survey by McCreary Centre Society.

The survey also found youth who en-
gaged in sexting were twice as likely to have 
experienced cyberbullying in the past year.

TROO’s inaugural budget in 2015 was 
$12,500 from the Vancouver Police Foun-
dation according to the recently released 
VPD annual report. That was enough to fund 
four five-hour discussion groups and several 
school presentations, said Powter. Several 
schools have already asked if she can give 
presentations in the fall.

Powter takes no more than 10 participants 
at a time for discussion groups to encourage 
meaningful conversations. Boys and girls, 
who use nicknames to protect their identity 
during the sessions, are separated because 
they have different experiences with sexting.

Girls are often the ones sending explicit 
photos of themselves to boys but boys will 
share those pictures widely, not realizing the 
impact it can have, said Powter.

“Some boys will have hundreds of these 
pictures of girls. They’ll trade them around or 
show people, not really understanding what 
they’re doing and how damaging it can be.”

Parents are also invited to a separate ses-
sion where they can ask questions about sex-
ting and the risks associated with it. Bringing 
up the issue with youth as soon as they have 
access to a cell phone is ideal, said Powter.

“I have young children and this is a con-
versation we have at the dinner table often. 
My kids are in elementary school.”

The program had its funding renewed 
for 2016 and Powter hopes to see this ap-
proach grow.

“We are starting out small because part 
of what makes it so good is it’s a grassroots 
group of people who are passionate about 
this project. I want it to keep this feeling.”
(Metro)

Aug 24 2016 

WINNIPEG - Manitoba’s police watch-
dog says a Mountie did nothing wrong 
in a brief pursuit of a suspected im-
paired driver who then hit another car, 
killing the driver.

It happened on Oct. 9, 2015 after two 
Portage la Prairie RCMP officers located the 
suspected driver in a van at a gas station. The 
van and its four occupants sped away before 

officers got out of their marked cruiser.
The RCMP said they stopped pursuing 

the vehicle within one minute because the 
van was going 150 kilometres per hour.

The van passed a semi-trailer truck and 
crashed head-on with another car, killing 
20-year-old Taylor Renwick and injuring the 
van’s passengers.

The Independent Investigation Unit says 
the officer was justified in beginning a pur-
suit, and that he acted carefully and prudently 
during and in deciding to stop the chase.

The driver of the van was charged with 
criminal negligence, dangerous and impaired 
driving, and flight from a police officer.
(CTV Winnipeg)

Aug 24 2016 

SARNIA, Ont. - The mayor of an Ontar-
io border city that was unwittingly vis-
ited by 1,500 wayward Americans over 
the weekend says he’d like the tempo-
rary visitors to return — but this time 
with money, clothes and passports.

Sarnia Mayor Mike Bradley says it cost 
his municipality more than $8,000 after 
Americans on inflatable rafts and boats drift-
ed seriously off course Sunday due to high 
winds and strong currents during the annual 
Port Huron Float Down down the river that 
divides Michigan and Ontario.

He says the city will cover the costs in-
curred to deal with the visitors, which includ-
ed shipping them back across the border in 
city buses.

An American, meantime, has started an 
online campaign to repay the city, and so far 
has raised about $2,000 in one day.

Bradley says he appreciates the gesture 
and says his city will use any money raised 
by the campaign to celebrate cross-border 
relations.

The mayor says many of the visitors were 
“over-refreshed’’ and chanting “USA, USA’’ 
as they washed ashore in Sarnia.

“Everyone who responded — police, 
fire, and the coast guard — took the right ap-
proach,’’ Bradley said.

Aug 24 2016 

WHITEHORSE - A Whitehorse man 
has been handed a 30-month prison 
sentence in a case of the first-ever 
meth lab found in the Yukon.

Twenty-four-year-old Trevor Mendham 
pleaded guilty Tuesday to charges of produc-
ing and possessing methamphetamine.

Court heard he operated a meth lab in the 
basement of his mother’s home to support his 

drug habit.
Fire crews discovered the operation when 

they responded to a call in February about a 
television set on fire in the home.
(Whitehorse Star) 

Aug 24 2016 

TORONTO - A veteran Toronto police 
officer is facing criminal and discipli-
nary charges after allegedly driving 
drunk while operating a police vehicle 
earlier this year, the Star has learned.

Det. Paul Drury, who has more than 30 
years on the Toronto force, made his first 
appearance at the police tribunal Tuesday, 
facing three counts of misconduct in con-
nection with drunk-driving charges.

Drury is charged with one count of im-
paired driving and one count of driving with 
of blood.

He was off-duty at the time of the alleged 
criminal conduct.

According to tribunal documents, the 
charges stem from March 10, 2016, when 
Drury was driving a Toronto police service 
vehicle in Oakville.

The three counts of misconduct are for 
driving Toronto police equipment while hav-
ing consumed sufficient alcohol to register a 
blood alcohol level of 80 milligrams of al-
cohol in 100 milliliters of blood; operating a 
motor vehicle while impaired by alcohol; and 
operating a motor vehicle with a blood alco-
hol level of over 80 milligrams.

“In so doing, you committed misconduct 
in that you did act in a disorderly manner or 
in a manner prejudicial to discipline or likely 
to bring discredit upon the reputation of the 
Toronto police service,” state the tribunal 
documents.

The tribunal charges will be set aside until 
the criminal proceedings have concluded.

Drury, assigned to the financial crimes 
unit at the time of the alleged criminal con-
duct, is now on administrative duties, said 
Toronto police spokesperson Meaghan Gray.
(Toronto Star)

Aug 24 2016 

THUNDER BAY - Northern Ontario Com-
munities served by the Nishnawbe-Aski 
Police Service could see their commu-
nities without their usual officers on 
duty. NAPS Officers could be hitting the 
picket line rather than going on patrol in 
just over two weeks.

The Public Service Alliance of Canada’s 
(PSAC) negotiating team met with a concili-
ator to attempt to negotiate a fair agreement 
with the Nishnawbe-Aski Police Service 
(NAPS) on August 24, 2016.
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A deal could not be reached and PSAC 
has now asked the Ontario Labour Relations 
Board to file a No Board report, allowing for 
a legal strike or lock-out within 17 days of 
receiving the report.

Several key issues are left to resolve, in-
cluding the safety of officers who often work 
by themselves in extremely remote loca-
tions, leaving them without backup for hours 
should an incident take place.

“Low staffing levels and outdated equip-
ment put officers in danger, along with the 
communities they service”, says Jason Stork-
son, a police officer in the community and the 
union local president.

Although these officers have the same 
training as any other police officer in the 
province, with many having come from the 
OPP, their rates of pay are substantially lower 
than there OPP counterparts.

“NAPS officers protect two thirds of 
Ontario, a geographic area larger than many 
countries in the world. Why should they 
work in conditions that would not be toler-
ated by any other police force in Canada?” 
states, Sharon DeSousa, PSAC Regional Ex-
ecutive Vice-President for Ontario.

PSAC has been lobbying both levels 
of government to send a clear message; the 
safety and security of First Nations commu-
nities in Ontario is dependent upon adequate-
ly resourcing First Nations policing and of-
ficers deserve the same support as colleagues 
in other forces.
(Net News Ledger)

Aug 24 2016 

Quebec is asking the federal govern-
ment to examine the possibility of 
criminalizing the use of cellphones 
while driving.

Laurent Lessard, the province’s new 
transport minister, wants his federal counter-
part Marc Garneau to look into the matter.

Lessard’s comments come on the heels of 
a Quebec coroner’s report that recommended 
the Criminal Code be amended.

Coroner Michel Ferland said the federal 
government should make driving while tex-
ting or talking on the phone a criminal of-
fence in the case of death or injury.

As it stands, cellphone use while driving 
is only considered a violation of the Quebec 
Highway Safety Code, not a criminal offence.

Lessard said it will be on the agenda 
when he next meets Garneau.

He also said the provincial government is 
looking into introducing stiffer fines and de-
merit points for cellphone use while driving 
as part of the Highway Safety Code.

Drivers engaged in text messaging on a 

cellphone are 23 times more likely to be in-
volved in a crash or near-crash event com-
pared with non-distracted drivers, according 
to a recent U.S. study.

Joanne Ghiz, a spokeswoman for the fed-
eral justice department, said law enforcement 
already has tools to deal with those who use a 
cellphone while driving.

“Using a handheld cellphone while driv-
ing, or texting while driving, can already be 
prosecuted under existing provisions of the 
Criminal Code when this behaviour becomes 
‘dangerous driving,’” she said in an email.

Aug 24 2016 

CALGARY - The Alberta Serious Inci-
dent Response Team (ASIRT) is com-
ing under fire from a group represent-
ing Calgary police officers over how 
it investigated a police shooting that 
killed a Calgary man 17 months ago.

In March of 2015, 27-year-old Anthony 
Heffernan was shot during a confrontation at 
a motel.

On Wednesday, the Calgary police union 
said the provincial watchdog “lost its way” 
in what should have been a straightforward 
investigation.

Officers had reason to believe Heffernan 
was in a drug-induced state of agitation and 
were concerned about a syringe he was hold-
ing, which turned out to have no needle tip, 
according to ASIRT’s findings.

On Monday, ASIRT suggested criminal 
charges against the officer who shot Heffer-
nan were warranted but he was cleared after 
the Crown decided there was little likelihood 
of a conviction.

A disagreement between the two organi-
zations is a rare occurrence, according to Al-
berta Justice Minister Kathleen Ganley, who 
called it “an unlikely, infrequent outcome.”

The head of the police union raised con-
cerns saying the investigation took too long 
and left lingering questions.

“It’s the strangest ASIRT release or find-
ings that I’ve seen during my time as a police 
officer since ASIRT was formed,” Calgary 
Police Association (CPA) President Howard 
Burns said. “It created more questions than it 
provided answers in my view, and I think be-
cause the personal opinion (of the person repre-
senting ASIRT) was inserted into the findings.”

Months ago, the Heffernan family told the 
media they knew what the results of the ASIRT 
investigation were and that charges were rec-
ommended. Those results hadn’t yet been re-
leased publicly or reviewed by the Crown.

“There were concerns around the flow 
of information in this case,” Ganley said. “I 
think ASIRT has probably learned a lot in 
this particular instance. They do understand 
it was probably very upsetting for the officer 
and for the Calgary Police Service to learn 
facts through the media.”

“The concern we have is not anything the 
family did,” Ganley clarified. “But I think 
with respect to ASIRT’s part in this - it was 
not really ideal that... the family would have 
information and the officer wouldn’t.”

Ganley also said her department is also 
hearing concerns over the amount of time 
ASIRT investigations are taking. In the Hef-
fernan case, it was 17 months before a deci-
sion was officially released.

“We understand the importance to our 
stakeholders to these processes occurring... 
we’ll certainly be looking at that going for-
ward,” Ganley said.

Both the CPA and the justice minister 
said they support the Crown’s decision.

The province is also conducting a fatality 
inquiry into Heffernan’s death. It could take 
up to a year.
(Gloabl News) 

Aug 24 2016 

OTTAWA - The RCMP says its female 
members can wear a hijab if they 
choose.

Public Safety Minister Ralph Goodale’s 
office says the national police force respects 
people of all cultural and religious back-
grounds.

The move is intended to reflect the coun-
try’s diversity and encourage more Muslim 
women to consider a career with the Mounties.

Goodale’s office says the Toronto and 
Edmonton police departments - as well as 
police services in the United Kingdom, Swe-
den, Norway and some U.S. states - have 
similar policies.

In 1990, after much debate, the RCMP 
allowed Sikh members to wear turbans. Sikh 
members of the Canadian Forces are also al-
lowed to wear turbans.

RCMP Staff Sgt. Julie Gagnon, a spokes-
woman for the force, said the force has devel-
oped a hijab for its female members.

“The RCMP-issued hijab has undergone 
rigorous testing to ensure the design meets 
the highest standards of officer safety,’’ she 
said in a statement.

So far, she said, no female Mountie has 
asked to wear a hijab on duty.

THURSDAY
AUGUST 25, 2016

Aug 25 2016 

SYDNEY, N.S. - A police report says that 
a man who died from a drug overdose 
in a Cape Breton jail told a prison nurse 
he had taken five “nerve pill(s)’’ and ap-
peared lethargic and intoxicated.

An addiction medicine expert say the 
comments in the report raise questions about 
why Jason LeBlanc wasn’t sent to hospital 
rather than a prison cell.

The report says a prison nurse at the Cape 
Breton Correctional Facility told a guard that 
he assessed the 41-year-old labourer and 
found the prisoner “appeared to be intoxi-
cated by something’’ and had “slurred speech 
and (was) lethargic.’’

The report also says the nurse was told 
the inmate “admitted to taking’’ five pills 
called Lyrica.

An autopsy report says when LeBlanc 
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was returned to his cell he had a concealed 
bag of pills and near-fatal levels of metha-
done in his blood.

The autopsy concluded the 42-year-old 
labourer died 13 hours after admission from a 
combination of methadone and bromezapan, 
an anti-anxiety drug he swallowed while in 
the cell.

The Justice Department has already stat-
ed errors were made by corrections officers 
in the case, but said the Nova Scotia Health 
Authority — which runs prison health care 
— didn’t provide information for its review.

Aug 25 2016 

WINNIPEG - Winnipeg police are look-
ing for a suspect after a backpack ex-
ploded outside the city’s law courts 
building on Wednesday.

Police say a man placed a backpack on 
the ground outside the courthouse and lit it 
on fire.

They say he took off on a small bicycle.
The backpack exploded when a court-

house employee tried to put out the fire with 
an extinguisher.

Police say no one was injured, although 
the employee was taken to hospital as a pre-
caution. Investigators are looking for a man 
in his mid-20s — anyone with information is 
asked to call police or Crime Stoppers.

Aug 25 2016 

TERRACE, B.C. - A 29-year-old man is 
identified as the person who died fol-
lowing a confrontation with police in 
Terrace, British Columbia.

The BC Coroners Service confirms Ter-
race resident Nicolas Allan Jeppeson died 
Aug. 18.

RCMP members encountered the victim 
at Mills Memorial Hospital in the northwest-
ern B.C., city, as they responded to reports of a 
man with an axe, threatening to harm himself.

Police said they tried to negotiate with 
Jeppeson as he stood outside the hospital, 
and then used a conducted energy weapon to 
subdue him.

Details about how he was injured have 
not been released, but he died a short time 
later in hospital.

The BC Coroners Service and the Inde-
pendent Investigations Office continue to 
investigate.
(CFTK)

Aug 25 2016 

TORONTO - Paramedics say three 
people have been pronounced dead 
in east Toronto.

Police say a crossbow was found nearby.

Neither police nor paramedics could con-
firm whether the crossbow was used in the 
incident, but paramedics say two men and a 
woman have died.

Const. Jennifer Sidhu says there were 
other “things’’ found in the area that could 
have been used in the incident.

Paramedics say they’re assessing two 
other patients, but couldn’t provide details on 
their age, gender or condition.

Police say a man has been taken into 
custody in connection with the case.

Aug 25 2016

A complaint of discreditable conduct 
against the head of the Saanich police 
department’s professional standards 
division has been informally resolved 
after an investigation by the Office of 
the Police Complaint Commissioner.

The office ordered the investigation in 
June because of a complaint by a female ci-
vilian police employee against Insp. Steve 
Morgan, the Times Colonist has learned.

Morgan is in charge of the professional 
standards division, which oversees formal 
complaints against Saanich police officers. 
The division’s mandate is to promote and 
maintain the highest standard of profession-
alism for the Saanich police.

The informal resolution process gener-
ally determined the incident involved a mo-
mentary lapse of judgment.

“We followed the provisions of the Po-
lice Act to the letter and all the parties were 
satisfied,” said police commissioner spokes-
man Rollie Woods. He said the matter was 
informally resolved to the satisfaction of the 
complainant.

Saanich police concurred.
It was alleged that the officer had tugged 

at the employee’s skirt twice.

Aug 25 2016 

CALGARY - Technological glitches 
have put a hitch in the Calgary Police 
Service’s plans to roll out a body-worn 
camera program amongst their ranks 
by the end of this year.

In February, Metro reported about audio 
interferences between units, something the 
CPS believed put officer safety at risk, re-
sulting in the return of the cameras to the 
manufacturer.

Deputy Chief Trevor Daroux said 
they’ve worked through policy with the pri-
vacy commissioner’s office, training and all 
other aspects of the program, but the techni-

cal problems with the cameras have yet to be 
rectified by the manufacturer.

“We have encountered some issues that 
we’re continuing to work through,” he said. 
“We anticipate having them out next year.”

Chief Roger Chaffin said although he 
isn’t sure body cameras would change the 
outcome in any given situation, they do help 
boost public confidence.

“It’s something that adds to heightened 
transparency and accountability,” he said. 
“There is no way to determine what would 
have happened retrospectively, but as a com-
munity and a police service those cameras 
would help us better understand what’s go-
ing on.”
(Metro) 
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