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Mounties will once again have
final authority over the classi-
fication of firearms, the Liberal
government says, reversing leg-
islative changes made by the
Conservatives allowing Cabinet
to override RCMP decisions.
Page 4

Feb 15 2016

The Ontario government wants
to talk to the public about polic-
ing before it rewrites the Police
Services Act, which became law
more than 25 years ago.
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Feb 16 2016

VANCOUVER - A coroners in-
quest has made 16 recommenda-
tions after hearing the case of a
48-year-old man who was fatally
shot by police outside a British
Columbia casino.
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Feb 16 2016

MONTREAL - The city and its
police department said Tuesday
that senior police officers don’t
get rewarded based solely on
how many traffic tickets are is-
sued by their subordinates.
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Feb 17 2016

HALIFAX - Canadian police forc-
es are grappling with the tricky
task of keeping the public safe
against sexual assaults without
placing blame on the victims of
traumatic crimes.
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Quebec mourns death of
Lac-Simon police officer

Feb 15 2016

A Quebec police officer who was killed
on the weekend while responding to
a domestic issue at a home is being
mourned around the province, as the
Ministry of Public Security and provin-
cial police investigate the incident.

The province’s police college in Nicolet
has lowered its flags to half-mast to com-
memorate Thierry Leroux, 26, who was shot
and killed as he and his partner responded to
a domestic call in the tiny community of Lac-
Simon, near Val-d’Or.

“The most important way I can pay trib-
ute to him is to say there is no greater sacrifice

than giving your life to help others. It’s what
he wanted to do, and it’s what he did,” said
Michel Leroux, Thierry’s father.

Leroux said his son always dreamed of
being a police officer.

“When he signed up for police tech at
College Alma, we had a conversation about
the risks involved in becoming a police offic-
er. But after that discussion, we never talked
about it again.”

Thierry Leroux, a native of Amos, Que.,
had been working in the community for only
six months with the local aboriginal police
force. This was his second contract.

Michel Leroux said he hopes there is a
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lesson to be learned so that no one has to die
the way his son did.

The officer’s death shocked students and
staff at College Alma.

“He was a great police officer,” Pierre
Saint-Antoine, director of communications
for the college, said Monday.

Serge Girard, the director of the college’s
police technology program, said, “Thierry
was very sociable, very open, very involved
during his three years in the program.” He
showed leadership skills as well, Girard said.

Police say one shot was fired from the
home on Saturday night, killing Leroux and
sending his partner to hospital to be treated
for shock.

Leroux and his partner were officers
with the local aboriginal police force in Lac-
Simon, an Algonquin reserve near Val-d’Or,
about 500 kilometres from Montreal in the
province’s Abitibi region.

Investigators say the gunman was
22-year-old Joseph Anthony Raymond-Papa-
tie, who killed himself.

College Alma will set up a committee to
review and possibly modify police training
as investigators learn more about what hap-
pened in Lac-Simon.

Saint-Antoine says students are trained to
deal with different situations.

“It’s a moment of reflection for everyone
to make sure you act with security, but you
never know what can happen with this kind
of intervention,” Saint-Antoine said.

There are fewer open positions with
Quebec police forces for new graduates due
to provincial budget cuts, said Saint-Antoine.
As a result, many students apply to work in
First Nations communities.

“We have less promises to be hired from
the regular police service in Quebec so some
graduates do apply to aboriginal police ser-
vices,” Saint-Antoine said.

Students do not receive specific training
for working in First Nations communities
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other than training in both English and French.

The Streté du Québec took over the in-
vestigation on Sunday. Under Quebec law,
any incident involving a police officer in
which a firearm is discharged must be inves-
tigated by a different police force.

The Canadian Union of Public Employ-
ees said in a statement that Leroux had been
a member of the police force since August,
employed by the Anishnabe Nation Tribal
Council.

“We are shaken by this horrible news,”
CUPE spokesman Stéphane Lachance wrote.

“We offer our most sincere condolences
to Thierry’s family and loved ones.”

Federal Public Safety Minister Ralph
Goodale issued a statement Monday, offering
his condolences to Leroux’s family.

“As a nation, we stand together with
the police officers and citizens of Lac-Si-
mon during this difficult time. We are truly
grateful for their dedication and sacrifice,”
Goodale wrote.

Quebec Premier Philippe Couillard said
on Twitter that Quebec Aboriginal Affairs
Minister Geoffrey Kelley was in contact with
community leaders.

Members of the reserve held a march on
Sunday afternoon to mourn the death of the

officer, as well as the man who shot him.
(CBC News)

THURSDAY

FEBRUARY 11, 2016

Feb 11 2016

EDMONTON - Police chiefs want the
Alberta government to come up with
rules that would require motorists to
prepay at the pump before fuelling a
vehicle.

The Alberta Association of Chiefs of
Police passed a resolution calling for legisla-
tion, noting gas-and-dash thieves can injure
or kill gas station employees.

RCMP Deputy Commissioner Marianne
Ryan, president of the association, says pre-
pay would also benefit business owners by
reducing gasoline thefts and free up police to
work other crimes.

The chiefs passed a similar resolution in
2011, but it wasn’t accepted by the former
government.

Ryan says the chiefs decided to raise pre-
pay again last summer following the death of
Maryam Rashidi, a Calgary service station
worker who was run over during a gas-and-
dash theft.

She says the government told the chiefs
in November that it would review the resolu-
tion, but has given no indication what it plans
to do or when.

Feb 11 2016

NEW YORK - A rookie police officer
who shot an unarmed man dead in a
darkened public housing stairwell was
convicted Thursday of manslaughter.

The courtroom audience gasped and Of-
ficer Peter Liang, who had broken into tears
as he testified about the 2014 shooting of
Akai Gurley, buried his head in his hands as
the verdict came after 17 hours of jury de-
liberations. Liang is the first New York City
police officer convicted in an on-duty death
since 2005.

The manslaughter charge, a felony, car-
ries up to 15 years in prison, though no re-
quirement for any prison time. Liang was
dismissed from the New York Police Depart-
ment right after the verdict. His sentencing
is April 14.

But an uncertainty remains: Brooklyn
state Supreme Court Justice Danny Chun has
yet to rule on Liang’s lawyers’ request to dis-
miss the charges. Liang also was convicted of
official misconduct, a misdemeanour.

Liang was patrolling a public housing
high-rise with his gun drawn when he fired.
The bullet ricocheted off a wall and hit the
28-year-old Gurley on a lower floor.

Liang, 28, said he had been holding his
weapon safely, with his finger on the side and
not the trigger, when a sudden sound jarred
him and his body tensed.

“I just turned, and the gun went off,”” he
testified.

Prosecutors said Liang handled his gun
recklessly, must have realized from the noise
that someone was nearby and did almost
nothing to help Gurley.

FRIDAY

FEBRUARY 12, 2016

Feb 12 2016

BELLEVILLE, Ont. - A Belleville, Ont.,
police officer who was convicted of
two Police Services Act charges has
been ordered to resign.

The ruling made Friday by the hearing of-
ficer in Const. Eric Shorey’s case requires him
to resign within seven days or be dismissed.

Shorey pleaded guilty to two counts of
discreditable conduct at a hearing on Oct. 8.

The charges were laid after Shorey was
found guilty of criminal harassment and
breach of trust in 2013.

His trial heard Shorey used his police access
to run 25 inquiries on secure databases 15 times
between September 2010 and July 2012 to find
information about his ex and her new partner.

He was also caught on video camera
four times near the woman’s Prince Edward
County home, sitting in his vehicle.

Shorey has been with the Belleville po-

lice service in 2007.
(cJoy)

Feb 12 2016

CHICAGO - Written by hand, the au-
topsies on the seven bullet-riddled
bodies vividly describe why the Val-
entine’s Day massacre of 1929 is still
considered Chicago’s most infamous
gangland killing.
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The reports were recently unearthed with
inquest transcripts from a warehouse after
eight decades, and the Cook County medi-
cal examiner’s office is now considering how
best to preserve and display them.

Executive officer James Sledge, a local
history fan and a Chicago native, said he felt
a chill down his back when he first read the
documents outlining the attack at a Lincoln
Park garage that left seven men dead and
more than 160 machine-gun casings littering
the scene.

The attack, carried out by men dressed
as city police officers, is widely believed to
have been ordered by famed Prohibition-era
gangster Al Capone. The crime was never
solved.

Shortly after Sledge joined the medical
examiner’s office in 2014, he asked for per-
mission to look at the autopsy records. His
staff took multiple trips to a Cook County gov-
ernment warehouse to find the reports, which
were tucked away in a metal file cabinet.

Sledge is weighing where the documents
should be stored and how accessible they
should be, he told the Chicago Sun-Times
(http://bit.ly/1XnGkSE ) in a story published
Thursday.

“On the one hand, we want to have
them readily available,” Sledge said. “But
we don’t want them so accessible that we in
some way anger some part of the population
who feel we are not paying proper respect to
the deceased.”

The victims of the Feb. 14, 1929, massa-
cre were five men who were known gangsters
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working for Capone rival George “Bugs”
Moran, an optometrist who was friends with
Moran’s crew and a mechanic at the garage
that served as Moran’s headquarters.

They were gunned down by four men,
two of whom were wearing police uniforms.
Since there was no evidence of a struggle, it’s
believed that Moran’s men thought it was a
police raid.

The documents that are now in Sledge’s
possession offer insight into the 87-year-old
investigation of the unsolved crime.

“The reports are very graphic about what
happened,” Sledge said. “You read about his-
tory, you talk about it, but to have something
in your hands - it gives you an odd feeling.”

Those documents include an inquest
interview with the optometrist’s mother in
which the coroner prepares her for the grisly
state of her son’s body. Other documents also
outline the difficulties investigators faced
while attempting to solve the crime, includ-
ing witnesses who were too afraid to testify,
the limits of forensic science and photogra-
phers who were eager to document the event.

Feb 12 2016

KELOWNA, B.C. - RCMP say one of
two officers who was attacked in the
emergency room of a Kelowna, B.C.,
hospital ended up with broken bones
in his hand.

Const. Jesse O’Donaghey says three
Mounties responded to a call about a volatile
patient who’d barricaded himself in a treat-
ment room and covered a security camera.

O’Donaghey says the officers tried
unsuccessfully to negotiate with the man
Wednesday before opening the door.

He says that’s when the patient “came out
swinging” and hit two officers with his fists.

O’Donaghey says the Mountie with bro-
ken bones in his left hand will be off work for
about six weeks while an officer who has a
sprained right hand will be doing light duties
until he recovers.

Charges may be considered as police
continue their investigation.

Feb 12 2016

Quebec’s finance minister is clarify-
ing his comments about refusing to
help with the federal government’s
plan to legalize and regulate marijua-
na in Canada.

Carlos Leitao said Thursday his gov-
ernment wanted nothing to do with selling
marijuana and that Ottawa should figure out
on its own how to distribute pot on Quebec
territory if and when it becomes legal.

Leitao took to Facebook later in the day
to clarify his remarks.
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He wrote that discussions about the dis-
tribution of marijuana are premature and the
federal government still needs to create legis-
lation to legalize and regulate the drug.

Leitao added that the issue is complex and
Quebec will certainly have the time to meet
and discuss with Ottawa when the time comes.

Feb 12 2016

CALGARY - Indigenous Affairs Min-
ister Carolyn Bennett said she heard
a familiar message Friday in her final
meeting outside Ottawa with families
of missing and murdered aboriginal
women.

Bennett said many victims’ families in
Calgary believe their concerns have been ig-
nored by police.

“The upset was throughout the room,”
she said after the meeting. “What can happen
is these cases are not deemed a homicide, and
very early on it can be called a suicide or an
accident or an overdose, and then there’s no
investigation,” Bennett told a news confer-
ence.

Bennett has been on a cross-country tour
to meet with families and other interested
parties so parameters can be set for an in-
quiry into missing and murdered indigenous
women that is expected to begin by summer.

Bennett said she’s heard from 1,300 peo-
ple during the preconsultations about “the
uneven application of justice and the lack of
support.”

“They want to make sure that this doesn’t
happen to other families.”

Feb 12 2016

Neana Lintott wore her blue serge to
attend a police ceremony in Decem-
ber. She fears that may be the last
time she is allowed to wear her cher-
ished dress tunic - or, at least, the ob-
scure volunteer version of the crim-
son Mountie dress uniform.

|-

Since the 2014 shootings in Moncton,
N.B., Ottawa and St.-Jean-sur-Richelieu,
Que., that targeted federal uniformed person-
nel, the RCMP is cutting back the role of 1,500
unarmed, volunteer Mounties in accompany-
ing regular officers in street patrols and squad
cars. The force will also reconsider whether
they should continue to wear clothes that are
very similar to the iconic work and dress uni-
forms of Canada’s national police force.

Police brass in Ottawa say this is a safety
measure for auxiliary constables, who were al-
ways supposed to steer clear of front-line po-
licing. Yet volunteers such as Ms. Lintott say

they have long had a quiet but outsized role in
keeping order, mostly in Western Canada.

For decades, the auxiliaries have filled
roles in local policing, from leading com-
munity-safety workshops to riding as part-
ners with regular Mounties. Most are local
homeowners and have regular full-time jobs.
While auxiliaries are barred from high-risk
situations, they carry handcuffs, a baton and
pepper spray.

The officers say they do not mind a de-
gree of danger, and that taxpayers now may
need to pay for hundreds of new salaried of-
ficers to pick up the slack in parts of Alberta
and British Columbia.

“Everyone asks if you’re angry. Angry
isn’t the right word. I'm disappointed, but I
saw this coming,” says Ms. Lintott, an eight-
year auxiliary constable and single mother
from Strathcona County, outside Edmonton.

“Where the impact will be felt is in those
smaller rural communities,” she warns, add-
ing that she worries about RCMP officers out
on patrols alone without a “second uniform
and second set of eyes.”

The fundamental question is what form a
volunteer police program that started in 1963
should have in 2016. While only the longest-
serving volunteers get the blue-serge dress
uniform, the work uniform is practically indis-
tinguishable from that of a regular Mountie.

Now Ottawa is wondering whether that
puts a target on volunteers who are not pre-
pared for lethal confrontations.

“Change isn’t always embraced at first,
but we’re confident that what we’re doing is
in their best interest,” Sergeant Harold Pflei-
derer, a spokesman for the force, said in an
e-mailed reply to Globe questions about the
policy changes announced in January.

“Auxiliary Constables are often mistaken
for police officers while on duty in uniform,
which puts them at increased risk of harm,”
he wrote.

It is for that reason, he added, that “alter-
native uniform options are being considered
to better differentiate between an auxiliary
member and a regular member.”

From the perspective of Sgt. Pfleiderer
and commanders at National Headquarters,
not much is changing. Officials in Ottawa
stress that auxiliaries were never intended to
supplement the work of full-fledged police of-
ficers. Rather, they were supposed to shoulder
many of the more feel-good functions of po-
licing - neighbourhood watches, traffic control
and public-safety speeches to children.

Yet if you ask auxiliary constables in
Western Canada, they say that - official poli-
cy aside - it is not uncommon for them, while
out on patrol with regular members, to get in
tussles, bar fights or pursuits that end with
them slapping handcuffs on suspects.

In January, 2015, RCMP Constable David
Wynn and Auxiliary Constable Derek Bond
were conducting a routine check of licence
plates in the parking lot of a casino in St. Al-
bert, Alta., when they encountered an armed
suspect in the theft of a pickup truck. Consta-
ble Wynn was killed in the confrontation and
Auxilary Constable Bond was wounded.

That came just weeks after the terrorist-
inspired killings of two Canadian Forces sol-
diers in October, 2014, and six months after
a gunman shot five Mounties in Moncton in
June, 2014, killing three of them.

In response to such events, the RCMP an-
nounced this week that half of the front-line
force will be trained to use carbine rifles in
addition to their standard-issue sidearm.

The force also has ordered auxiliaries not
to patrol unless they are with regular officers
who carry firearms. In January, a memo went
out to say that auxiliaries may no longer ride
along in squad cars.

The volunteer auxiliaries say they are
valuable because are invested in their com-
munities. “It’s pretty standard for the auxil-
iaries to work in the communities where they
live, so they have that local knowledge and
familiarity,” Ms. Lintott says. She added that,
when she was on patrols with rookies fresh
out of the RCMP Depot, she would navigate,
telling her partner not just where they were
going - but what to expect.

With the new restrictions, Ms. Lintott is
worried that duties such as going to elemen-
tary schools to tell schoolchildren to stay off
drugs will not get her enough hours to keep
her stripes. “You need to do at least 160 hours
a year. ... Even in our larger detachment,
that’s an awful lot of school talks.”

Some observers predict a mass exodus
of volunteers should the function and look of
auxiliaries get any more divorced from that
of front-line officers. “We all sort of feel like
we’re in a holding pattern,” Ms. Lintott says.
“I’ve encouraged our auxiliaries to hang tight
and not start handing in resignation papers.”

The only recompense people like her
want is the occasional rush of actual police
work and the respect afforded to the uniform.

“The uniform thing is a significant issue
for us. We have pride in that uniform,” says
Ms. Lintott. “When you go out to events,

there is a lot of respect.”
(Globe and Mail)

Feb 12 2016

Mounties will once again have fi-
nal authority over the classification
of firearms, the Liberal government
says, reversing legislative changes
made by the Conservatives allowing
Cabinet to override RCMP decisions.

Police are the “experts” in these matters,
Scott Bardsley, a spokesman for Public Safe-
ty Minister Ralph Goodale, said in an email
Friday.

Bardsley said details would be an-
nounced in “due course.”

Message boards on gun enthusiasts’ web-
sites have been awash in recent weeks with
speculation about what types of gun laws the
Liberals would introduce.

A spokesman for the Canadian Shoot-
ing Sports Association said Friday it was
“immoral” that a technician working in an
RCMP lab should be allowed to have the fi-
nal say on gun restrictions.

“How can a bureaucrat wave a pen and
criminalize hundreds, thousands of people,”
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said Tony Bernardo, the association’s ex-
ecutive director. “We elect parliamentarians
to make our laws. ... We would not tolerate
police making law in any other segment of
society.”

The controversy erupted in early 2014
when the RCMP changed the status of Swiss
Arms rifles and Czech-made CZ-858 rifles
from restricted or non-restricted to prohibited.

Bardsley cited data Friday showing there
are nearly 6,000 victims of violent crime eve-
ry year in which firearms are present.

“We believe in balanced, effective gun
control that prioritizes public safety while
ensuring law-abiding firearms owners do not
face unfair treatment under the law,” he said.

Bardsley said the government does not plan
to reintroduce the federal long-gun registry.

Work, however, is underway to modify
the membership of the minister’s firearms
advisory committee. During the election, the
Liberals promised to add public health advo-
cates, representatives from women’s groups
and lawyers to the committee so it wasn’t
stacked with gun industry representatives.

Bernardo, who had a seat on the commit-
tee, said he worries non-firearms experts will
outnumber members of the firearms community.

“We wouldn’t take a committee meant
to (examine) surgical procedures and put
plumbers on that committee,” he said.

The RCMP said it had no comment.

(National Post)

SATURDAY

FEBRUARY 13, 2016

Feb 13 2016

MONTREAL - United Nations Secre-
tary General Ban Ki-moon says it’s a
highest priority to work with countries
like Canada to stem the rise of radi-
calization and extremism.

Ban praised Montreal’s preventative ap-
proach during a visit to an anti-radicalization
centre this morning.

He says countries must also protect and
promote human rights and dignity while
working to counter terrorism.

Montreal Mayor Denis Coderre says the
city offers a model for combating radicaliza-
tion that is unique in the world.

Ban is wrapping up a three-day visit to
Canada.

On Friday, Couillard announced the
province would allocate $500,000 to collabo-
rate with the UN to host an anti-radicaliza-
tion conference later this year.

Feb 13 2016

WINNIPEG - The family of a Winnipeg
girl shot with a stolen RCMP gun is
suing police.

Calli Vanderaa was in a car outside a
Windsor Park convenience store in the early
morning hours on Oct. 24, 2015 when some-
one fired a gun and hit her.

The family’s lawyer, Robert Tapper tells
CTYV, the decision to launch a lawsuit wasn’t
a difficult decision for the family.

“She has been very badly injured and con-
tinues to suffer,” Tapper told CTV Saturday.
“A bullet went through her, she is scarred, beat
up ... and had a three-month infection,” he
said. “This is not a bump on the nose.”

Vanderaa was 16 years old at the time of
the shooting.

A statement of claim states Vanderaa was
trying to hide from an assailant within a ve-
hicle. It states she “suffered life-threatening
and major injuries as a result of the bullet
striking her, injuring her leg, lung, spleen and
colon.”

In the statement, it says Vanderaa con-
tinues to suffer from post-traumatic stress
disorder.

Tapper didn’t disclose a monetary
amount, but he said in his legal opinion, there
is warrant to seek “significant damages.”

A police investigation revealed the fire-
arm was stolen from an off-duty RCMP of-
ficer’s vehicle.

Two men were arrested and charged.
(CTV Winnipeg)
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SUNDAY

FEBRUARY 14, 2016

Feb 14 2016

WINNIPEG - A Winnipeg police officer
may lose fingers from frostbite re-
ceived during a firearms training ex-
ercise Friday.

“Our understanding is that a member,
during training, received severe frostbite to
his hands,” said Moe Sabourin, president of
the Winnipeg Police Association.

“It’s not a mild case of frostbite,” he added.
“There is a concern possibility of losing digits.”

Extreme cold warnings covered much of
Manitoba on Friday.

Sabourin said it’s not clear how long the
officer was outside, or if there was an option
to carry out the training exercise indoors. He
now wants to make sure no officer is injured
this way again.

“We are always concerned when mem-
bers are on duty, but in particular, because it’s
during a training exercise,” he said.

“For injuries to occur in training is trou-
bling, but we don’t know the exact cause,
other than the severe weather.”

Sabourin said he doesn’t remember any
past cases of severe frostbite to members and
hopes to learn more about the incident Tuesday.

The Winnipeg Police Service told CTV
News Sunday, it has no information on the in-

cident and will not be commenting at this time.
(CTV Winnipeg)

MONDAY

FEBRUARY 15, 2016

Feb 15 2016

The Ontario government wants to talk
to the public about policing before it
rewrites the Police Services Act, which
became law more than 25 years ago.

The Ministry of Correctional Services and
Community Safety is launching a campaign
to get input from Ontarians, both in person at
consultations around the province and through
an online survey, as it prepares to rewrite it.

The act is the blueprint that governs practic-
es such as how officers engage with people who
are vulnerable and how police services should be
accountable and transparent to the public.

“The world has changed fundamentally
in the past 25 years and so has policing,”
Community Safety and Correctional Services

Minister Yasir Naqvi said in a paper about the
reform effort.

“More crime is now happening online,
like fraud and child exploitation; technology
is playing a greater role in both society and
policing; and police are increasingly being
called on to assist with issues that range from
mental health and addiction to homelessness,
marginalization and stigma.”

One key component the province wants
to clarify is the role that police services boards
play in overseeing police forces.

The province says it wants to “enhance
accountability and strengthen civilian govern-
ance” and improve the effectiveness of the
boards.

The role of police oversight boards came
into sharp focus last year as boards in Ontario
squared off against police chiefs over the who
got to decide the way police should handle
carding or street checks.

Another area the province wants to im-
prove is in police interactions with people who
have mental health or addiction issues.

It says it will also develop a “provincial
framework for First Nations policing” with an
eye on equity and cultural responsibility.

The process will help forces “clarify po-
lice duties, modernize training programs and
deliver services using a range of public safety
personnel,” the announcement from the minis-
try says.

Public meetings are being held in Hamil-
ton, Cobourg, London, Newmarket, Thunder

Bay, Ottawa, Sault Ste. Marie and Toronto.
(CBC News)
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FREDERICTON - A Fredericton po-
lice officer has pleaded guilty to as-
sault and threat charges in relation
to separate incidents.

Sgt. Tim Sowers was charged in January
with one count of summary assault by Ken-
nebecasis Regional Police.

That’s in addition to a charge of uttering
threats that was laid Dec. 22 in relation to an
incident that occurred in June.

Alycia Bartlett, who speaks for the Fred-
ericton Police, says Chief Leanne Fitch won’t
comment until the court process is complete.

She says Sowers will remain on active
administrative desk duty until the matters
have been concluded.

Sentencing is set for June 6.

Feb 16 2016

SYDNEY - An addictions special-
ist in Nova Scotia says she hopes to
change the acceptance around heavy
drinking in Cape Breton.

Samantha Hodder works for the Nova
Scotia Health Authority in Sydney and led a
study into alcohol consumption on the island.

She has drafted a municipal alcohol pol-
icy that is expected to be adopted by council
next month.
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Overall, Hodder says the messaging
around alcohol needs a big change in Cape
Breton, which has some of the highest rates
of heavy drinking in the country.

The draft policies would designate some
municipal facilities and events as alcohol-
free, and prohibit alcohol ads at family-ori-
ented events.

They would also end the practice of announc-
ing “last call” or having happy hour at bars.

Cape Breton Regional Police Chief Pe-
ter Mclsaac co-wrote the municipal alcohol
policy with Hodder.

He’s seen first-hand the damaging effects
of alcoholism and the permissive attitude
around alcohol consumption.

In one year, he reviewed 100 police calls
and found that 70 of them had some connec-
tion to alcohol use, whether it be impaired
driving, domestic violence or petty crimes.

Feb 16 2016

Suspects under arrest in Grise Fiord
may have to walk to the detachment as
the only RCMP truck in Canada’s most
northern civilian community is out of
commission for at least the next week.

“The car’s inoperable,” said Cpl. Terry
Burns, the detachment commander in Grise
Fiord.

“There’s been a grinding noise in the
wheel and then what I think happened is the
pin holding the axle must have broken and
it let the axle come off, which basically re-
leased the wheel. So it was a snapped pin or
something.”

Since the nearest mechanic is in Resolute,
one and a half hours away by plane, putting
the truck back on the road will not be easy.

“The mechanic is supposed to come here
next week to work on other vehicles in the
hamlet, so we asked him if he could set aside
[some time],” said Burns.

But the mechanic is only one issue; get-
ting the necessary parts into the hamlet is an-
other problem.

“There’s a charter coming in Saturday.
Hopefully we’ll have the parts by then, so
we’ll only be down a week or so0.”

The good news is that the patrol area is
not that big.

“The community is only 120 people so
it’s only a kilometre long. It’s very small,”
said Burns.

For now the RCMP officers are relying
on the hamlet office in case they need a car
for an emergency.

“They’ve asked for a loaner from our
shop,” said Marty Kulugugqtuq, Grise Fiord’s
senior administrative officer.

“We’re trying to make arrangements.
We’ve got a vehicle for the hamlet that they
may be able to use in case of emergency. At this
point in time, they’ve got their snowmobiles.”

To avoid experiencing a similar problem
in the future, Burns said he has spoken to
headquarters and they are planning to have a

second vehicle sent up by sealift this summer.
(CBC News)

Feb 16 2016

VANCOUVER - British Columbia’s
highest court has upheld the acquittal
of a Williams Lake man on charges of
dangerous and impaired driving caus-
ing death and bodily harm.

In handing down its decision in the B.C.
Court of Appeal in Vancouver, a panel of jus-
tices agrees that Martin Gentles had a blood
alcohol level well above the legal limit.

But the judges also ruled the Crown
failed to prove impairment or dangerous
driving were contributing factors to the death
of 20-year-old Rayel MacDonald or the se-
vere injuries of her friend, Alysha Mullett.

In aunanimous decision, the judges agree
the two victims stepped into the path of Gen-
tles’ oncoming truck in April 2012, giving
him less than two seconds to avoid impact.

Gentles was convicted of impaired
driving and leaving the scene of an acci-
dent for the early-morning crash that oc-
curred as the two women walked home
from a dance.

After his conviction, Gentles received an
eight-month conditional sentence, one year

of probation, a one-year driving prohibition
and a fine.

Feb 16 2016

VANCOUVER - A coroners inquest has
made 16 recommendations after hear-
ing the case of a 48-year-old man who
was fatally shot by police outside a
British Columbia casino.

Mehrdad Bayrami was shot and killed
following an hours-long standoff outside
New Westminster’s Starlight Casino in No-
vember 2012.

The recommendations include improving
access to mental health services and reducing
stigma around mental illness.

Bayrami’s daughter Nousha Bayrami
told the inquest on Tuesday that her father
had been on medication for severe depression
prior to his death, and that she likely could
have helped to talk him down.

The inquest recommended establishing
provincial standards for police emergency
response teams, that the teams work with
psychologists during incidents, and record
standoffs on a mobile device.

The coroners inquest was tasked with
considering whether to make recommenda-
tions aimed at preventing similar events from
occurring, but it cannot assign blame.

Feb 16 2016

TORONTO - Members of a new police
task force have been tapped to lead a
transformation in the Toronto Police Ser-
vice, finding innovative ways to rethink
policing, cut costs and tackle crime.
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The police board announced in a release
on Tuesday that it can formed the task force,
drawn from both the public and the police,
to “guide the transformation of policing in
Toronto, with a focus on modernizing opera-
tions and containing costs.”

The announcement came a day before
city council begins deliberating on the 2016
budget, which includes a proposed police
budget topping $1 billion.

The task force will be co-chaired by
police board chair Andy Pringle and Chief
Mark Saunders. Six current members of the
police service will also sit on the commit-
tee: Supt. Mark Barkley, Supt. Barb McLean,
Insp. Shawna Coxon, Cheryl McNeil, Det.-
Sgt. Justin VanderHeyden and Staff Sgt.
Greg Watts.

The task force will report back to the
board by June with recommendations related
to a KPMG report with a recommended path
for implementation. A “full implementation
plan” is to be delivered by the end of this year.

“We have to do more than contain the
growing cost of policing,” Pringle said in a
statement. “This task force will examine all
elements of police operations in Toronto and
propose bold, responsible measures that will
give officers the right tools to do their jobs,
while increasing efficiency and building pub-

lic trust.”
(Toronto Star)

Feb 16 2016

In fall 2015, a 30-year-old Langley man
was released from police custody after
being charged with mail theft in Rich-
mond and previously in Port Coquitlam.

Just weeks later, in November 2015, Ty-
ler Barta was arrested again, this time by Sur-
rey RCMP who had been investigating Barta
since his release.

Police, who searched his vehicle, dis-
covered more stolen mail, as well as break-
and-enter tools. Barta was charged with mail
theft, possessing break-in instruments and
breach of recognizance.

He was released on bail.

In January 2016, Surrey Mounties picked
up Barta for a second time in just over two
months.

It’s individuals like Barta that the RCMP
hopes to keep off the streets, thanks to a new
campaign that uses crime analysts to identify
and target repeat offenders.

In January alone, Surrey RCMP have ar-
rested 21 prolific offenders.

“It is important that we use our polic-
ing resources as efficiently as possible and
the approach we are taking to address pro-
lific offenders has been highly success-
ful,” said Surrey RCMP community ser-
vices officer Supt. Shawn Gill in a media
release.

“Each and every enforceable condition
that these individuals are currently facing is
analyzed and acted upon to ensure compli-
ance and reduce their risk to public safety.”

The crackdown’s success is credited in
part to the Surrey RCMP’s behind-the-scenes
crime analysts who identify repeat offenders.

The campaign, launched last fall, has resulted
in an 18-per-cent drop in property crime dur-
ing 2015’s last quarter.

Of the 21 offenders arrested in January,
many were collared for breaching conditions
of release or probation. Others were arrested
for theft, drugs, fraud and other offences.

Among them was Barta, who has 41
criminal charges since 2005. Another was a
43-year-old man whose home had become
such a “chronic problem” that people had
been called to his dwelling more than 25
times in the span of four months.

A third individual highlighted by Sur-
rey police was a 53-year-old man, who has
racked up 98 charges since 2009.

Surrey RCMP say the enhanced iden-
tification and targeting of repeat offend-
ers has also freed-up front-line officers to
“spend more time proactively patrolling
the community.”

“As efficiencies are created through this
highly analytical work, our patrol officers
are not burdened with investigating the same
crimes committed by the same criminals over

and over again,” said Gill.
(The Province)

Feb 16 2016

MONTREAL - The city and its police
department said Tuesday that sen-
ior police officers don’t get rewarded
based solely on how many traffic tick-
ets are issued by their subordinates.

But the city also confirmed that the num-
ber of tickets issued is one of several criteria
used to evaluate the performance of higher-
ranking officers.

“Everyone has the impression that bonuses
are linked directly to the number of tickets, but
that is totally false,” said Didier Deramond, the
assistant director of operations for Montreal
police. “We have performance criteria to evalu-
ate how our officers are doing. (Tickets are one
part), but it’s not directly linked to the bonus.”

Deramond met reporters alongside Anie
Samson, the executive committee member in
charge of public safety for the city. They said
the number of tickets issued is part of 18 cri-
teria used to evaluate performance.

News of the bonus scheme leaked out on
Monday. The TVA Nouvelles report said that
the officers in a supervisory role - many of them
commanders of neighbourhood police stations
- are evaluated based on whether many tickets
are issued by officers under their charge.

Deramond confirmed on Tuesday that
there is a quota for the minimum number of
tickets officers must issue.

“There is an objective per officer, abso-
lutely,” Deramond said. “We have said that a
few years ago, and we have kept that objec-
tive, so this is not news.”

The Montreal Police Brotherhood, which
represents unionized officers, said the perfor-
mance evaluation for superior officers is based
on numerous factors, among them whether of-
ficers reached their minimum quotas for tick-
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ets. Senior officers are entitled to bonuses of
between one and four per cent of their sala-
ries for a satisfactory performance, between
four and six per cent for very satisfactory,
and between six and eight per cent for excep-
tional performance.

Yves Francoeur, the union’s president,
called the bonus scheme “unethical” and said
the city must abolish it.

Samson defended the practice, saying it’s
a way for the city to know if officers are prop-
erly applying the Highway Safety Code.

“Applying the Highway Safety Code is
part of the job,” she said.

She denied that this is a way for the city
to fill its coffers, after complaining that po-
lice officers have been giving out fewer tick-

ets in recent years.
(Montreal Gazette)

Feb 16 2016

VANCOUVER - The number of bank
robberies in Vancouver is a quarter of
what it used to be when the city was
known as the bank robbery capital of
North America.

Robberies at Vancouver banks have aver-
aged 36 a year from 2013 through 2015, ac-
cording to figures supplied by the Vancouver
Police Department.

Compare that to the years 2003 to 2009,
when bank robberies occurred an average of 152
times a year, peaking at 203 robberies in 2004.

There are a couple of reasons for the
steep decline, Sgt. Randy Fincham said.

“The biggest reason is we’ve seen a sig-
nificant increase in the quality of surveillance
footage inside the banks,” he said.

“Realistically, it’s not if you’ll be caught,
it’s when you’ll be caught.”

When Fincham was with the VPD’s rob-
bery focus branch, up to 25 bank robberies
might have been committed by one person
before he or she was caught.

“Now it’s unlikely that someone could
commit more than a couple of bank robberies
before we identify and arrest them.”

Better forensics and contracted security
guards have made a difference, too, he said.

Surrey saw a similar spike, then decline,
in bank robberies as Vancouver did, accord-
ing to the Canadian Banking Association.

Province-wide, the average number of
bank robberies was 102 a year the past three
years, down from an average of 169 during
the three years previous.

Only eight years ago, the VPD described
Vancouver’s number of bank robberies as
staggering.

The national average was 1.6 robberies per
100,000 population, the VPD said at the time.

In Toronto the number was five robber-
ies per 100,000 people; in Vancouver it was
six times higher than Toronto, 30 per 100,000
population.

Today, Vancouver and Toronto are on
par at about 3.5 bank robberies per 100,000
population, according to CBA figures.

(The Province)
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Feb 17 2016

WASHINGTON - Apple Inc. CEO Tim
Cook says his company will fight a
federal magistrate’s order to help the
FBI hack into an encrypted iPhone be-
longing to one of the San Bernardino,
California shooters. The company
said that could potentially undermine
encryption for millions of other users.

Cook’s response, posted early Wednes-
day on the company’s website, set the stage
for a legal fight between the federal govern-
ment and Silicon Valley with broad implica-
tions for digital privacy and national security.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Sheri Pym had
ordered Apple to help the FBI break into an
iPhone belonging to Syed Farook, one of the
shooters in the Dec. 2 attack that killed 14
people. Farook and his wife, Tashfeen Malik,
died in a gun battle with police.

The ruling by Pym, a former federal pros-
ecutor, requires Apple to supply software the
FBI can load onto Farook’s county-owned
work iPhone to bypass a self-destruct feature
that erases the phone’s data after too many
unsuccessful attempts to unlock it. The FBI
wants to be able to try different combinations
in rapid sequence until it finds the right one.

Cook called the ruling an example of
government overreach and said “this moment
calls for public discussion, and we want our
customers and people around the country to
understand what is at stake.” He argued that
the order “has implications far beyond the le-
gal case at hand.” He said it could undermine
encryption by using specialized software to
create an essential back door akin to a “mas-
ter key, capable of opening hundreds of mil-
lions of locks.”

“In the wrong hands, this software -
which does not exist today - would have the
potential to unlock any iPhone in someone’s
physical possession,”” Cook wrote. “The FBI
may use different words to describe this tool,
but make no mistake: Building a version of
i0OS that bypasses security in this way would
undeniably create a back door. And while the
government may argue that its use would be
limited to this case, there is no way to guar-
antee such control.”

Federal prosecutors told Pym that they
can’t access Farook’s work phone because
they don’t know his passcode and Apple
has not co-operated. Under U.S. law, a work
phone is generally the property of a person’s
employer. The magistrate judge told Apple in
Tuesday’s proceeding to provide an estimate
of its cost to comply with her order, suggest-
ing that the government will be expected to
pay for the work.

The magistrate’s order requires that the
software Apple provides be programmed to
work only on Farook’s phone, and said Apple
has five days to notify the court if it believes
the ruling is unreasonably burdensome.

Feb 17 2016

TORONTO - Police in Toronto are hop-
ing a website launched Wednesday
will help investigators solve some of
the city’s hundreds of homicide cold
cases dating back to 1959.

The force says homicide investigators
have been highly successful in solving mur-
ders, and have averaged near 80 per cent
from 1921 until now.

They say that since 1996, through new
investigative techniques and advancements
in scientific methods, cold case investigators
have had success solving cases through the
re-examination of old evidence.

Investigators say there are cases that just
need a name to match a DNA profile to solve
a homicide and they’re hoping the profiles of
the cases on the website will bring in new tips
from the public.

In addition to the case profiles, homicide
investigators will be releasing short video clips
via the interactive website and social media in
hopes of stimulating information on cold cases.

The website - www.torontopolice.on.ca/
homicide/search.php - also has a most-want-
ed page profiling 30 people identified by in-
vestigators as being allegedly responsible for
homicides in Toronto.

“We would encourage the public to go to
the website and use social media to spread
the word on the individual cases and people
wanted for murder,” Chief Mark Saunders
said Wednesday.

Each case or most-wanted profile has
links for easy sharing to social media such as
Twitter and Facebook.

Feb 17 2016

HALIFAX - Canadian police forces are
grappling with the tricky task of keep-
ing the public safe against sexual as-
saults without placing blame on the
victims of traumatic crimes.

It’s a delicate balance, as the Royal
Newfoundland Constabulary recently found
out after a public advisory warning about
drugged drinks and potential sexual assaults
in downtown St. John’s.

The advisory offered safety tips for
women that included socializing only with
trusted friends and never leaving a drink
unattended - and the force followed up with
a tweet showing a martini and the message
“Don’t be a victim.”

“Classic example of #VictimBlaming
... Why not advise people not to drug each
other?!” tweeted SPAAT, a self-described
feminist organization in St. John’s.

“Why is it up to women to always be on
guard?”” asked another post.

Lynn Moore, a lawyer specializing in
sexual abuse litigation, said she found the
image of the martini and its message particu-
larly distressing.

“The message is that people have control
over whether or not they’re victimized and |
don’t think that people do,” Moore said from
Mount Pearl, just outside of St. John’s.

Not everyone on social media was as
critical. One person asked whether the police
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would be admonished for advising swimmers
to be cautious at a beach where sharks have
been spotted.

“Let’s educate people on ways to protect
themselves from these predators, let’s not
condemn for trying to help,” tweeted another.

But Moore said police forces should han-
dle advisories about sexual assaults the same
way they deal with impaired driving.

“The message with drinking and driv-
ing is not to stay off certain streets at certain
times to other drivers or pedestrians - the
message is don’t drink and drive.”

The force was quick to defend its actions,
saying it was not blaming victims, but merely
spreading awareness and offering sugges-
tions for prevention. It held a news confer-
ence the next day to respond to the criticism.

Feb 17 2016

EDMONTON - You’ll often find fat bike
riders flying down river valley trails
for fun but in recent years they’ve
become a useful tool for Edmonton
police in Old Strathcona, allowing of-
ficers to patrol snowy streets more ef-
fectively during the winter months.

o/

In 2014, Mike Zacharuk, an avid bike
commuter and constable with the Strathcona
Foot Patrol, applied for funding to purchase
two fat bikes.

They proved useful, leading the division
to purchase another two in early 2015. Now
more divisions - in Edmonton and around
Alberta - are looking into the idea, joining
other winter cities (such as Minneapolis) in
the United States that already employ them.

Edmonton police officers have been pa-
trolling city streets by bicycle for more than
15 years, but not all-year-round. Mountain
bike tires tend to slip and slide on ice, but
fat bike tires are much wider and have bet-
ter grip.

“When you’re on ice, or snowy patches,
you can go at slower speeds and get to areas
where you certainly couldn’t with a regu-
lar mountain bike, or as quickly on foot,”
Zacharuk said.

The bikes are very maneuverable, al-
lowing officers to cut between buildings and
peruse alleyways they couldn’t access with a
patrol car.

They make it easy for officers to bypass
traffic congestion. Their silence is another
advantage. Officers often find themselves
riding right into drug deals or car break-ins
happening in spots people don’t expect po-
lice to visit.

During a heavy snowstorm in extremely
cold weather, Strathcona officers on fat bikes

came across a Tim Hortons at 112 Street And
84 Avenue, where they stumbled upon a per-
sonal robbery.

“We pretty much rode right into it,”
Zacharuk said.

“Nobody was expecting to see the police
there.”

Officers who ride the bikes have all com-
pleted police mountain bike training. Zacharuk
said the transition from mountain to fat bike
riding is relatively simple because fat bikes are
large and stable and don’t travel as fast.

In order to stay warm on the bikes, offic-
ers wear neoprene mitts that attach to their
handlebars. They also wear thinner gloves
underneath so that they can still access note-
books and other items easily. In addition,
they wear ski helmets instead of regular
bike helmets, heavier clothing, fleece and
long underwear.

“For avid bikers, the fat bikes are definite-

ly a nice addition to our unit,” Zacharuk said.
(Edmonton Examiner)

Feb 17 2016

The funeral for Thierry Leroux, the
26-year-old police officer shot and
killed in an isolated community 500
kilometres north of Montreal last
weekend, will be held Feb. 26 in
Chicoutimi.

The service is being organized by the
Stireté du Québec and a police honour guard
and dignitaries are expected to attend.

Leroux’s parents have been residents of
Chicoutimi for a number of years.

The slain officer is also being honoured
by cities around the Chicoutimi region.

Flags in front of Saguenay’s city hall and
public security headquarters have been low-
ered to half-mast and will remain that way
until the day of his funeral. They are also at
half-mast in front of municipal offices in Jon-

quicre and La Baie.
(CBC News)

Feb 17 2016

VANCOUVER - A British Columbia coro-
ner says vivid imaginations, rather than
undetected serial killers, are likely to
blame for fears arising from disembodied
feet washing ashore on the West Coast.

The recent discovery of two human feet
encased in running shoes on a beach in Port
Renfrew, B.C., brings to 14 the number of feet
found in similar circumstances since 2007.

The BC Coroners Service says 10 of
the previous feet found were identified as
belonging to seven different people, but no
deaths were attributed to foul play.

Coroner Barb McLintock says there are
plausible, scientific explanations for the trag-
ic findings - and the service wants to quell the
myth that something nefarious is going on.

She says suicide and accidents have been
determined as the cause of death for the peo-
ple whose feet washed up, which naturally
separated after a lengthy period in the ocean.

She says it’s wonderful fodder for TV
show scriptwriters, but the stories don’t
match reality.

Feb 17 2016

CALGARY - It's a slicker look, and it’s
a cheaper hit to the police pocketbook.

Calgary Police are halfway finished a
makeover of their fleet of vehicles from blue
and white to black and white.

Inspector Ken Thrower says they are
overhauling about 100 cruisers, vans, and
motorcycles a year.

“So we’re looking at another two years
- we should almost be 100 per cent of the
changeover to the black and white colour
scheme,” he explained.

When CPS made the announcement
back in 2012, they estimated over $1-million
would be saved with the switchover.

“We went to that new scheme for a cou-
ple of reasons. One was for that look, but
also to save on cost. The colour scheme was
half the price of going to the blue and white,
believe it or not. Also, the installation. These
vehicles already show up from the manufac-
turer with the doors already on them, and it’s
simply just putting the door decals on it, and
the police logos,” he said.

Thrower says some members of the pub-
lic have also told him the new fleet is easier

to identify.
(660 News)

Feb 17 2016

MONTREAL - Despite multiple calls
from Montreal firefighters to boy-
cott, the organizing committee of
the annual World Police and Fire
Games says it will not be canceling
the event, nor will it be moved to an-
other city.

The games are set to take place in Montreal
next year, during the city’s 375th anniversary.

“Listen, from what I know, no discus-
sion about this has taken place,” said Cécile
St-Pierre, a spokesperson for the games in
Montreal, adding that the plan to hold them
in 2017 remains on track.

The comments come after an Australian
firefighters union announced they would boy-
cott the event at the request of its Montreal
counterparts.

Firefighters in Coquitlam, B.C. aslo ex-
pressed sympathy towards Montreal’s pen-
sion cutbacks.

The boycott movement has drawn criti-
cism from the Opposition at City Hall. Projet
Montréal called last week for the games to be
cancelled, to avoid the city falling into deficit
if the boycott gains momentum.

The organization committee’s budget is
$22 million, one third of which comes from
city grants.
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The last games brought $80 million to
the town of Fairfax, Va.

The Montreal games organizing com-
mittee is still expecting between 10,000
and 12,000 participants at next year’s event.
Tourism Montreal estimates the games will
bring $100 million to the city.

(CBC News)

THURSDAY

FEBRUARY 18, 2016

Feb 18 2016

NIAGARA FALLS, Ont. - A Niagara Re-
gion police officer has been suspend-
ed from the force after being arrested
and charged with pointing a firearm.

The incident allegedly occurred inside a
Niagara Falls police station.

Police say the alleged incident did not in-
volve a member of the public.

Niagara Region police say Const. Can-
dice Wilson has been released from custody
pending a future court date, and has been sus-
pended with pay pending the outcome of the
ongoing investigation.

Police say no additional details will be
released since the matter is before the courts
and the investigation is ongoing.

Wilson is a uniform patrol officer and a
six-year veteran of the Niagara force.

Feb 18 2016

TORONTO - Premier Kathleen Wynne
says Ontario will have a comprehen-
sive strategy to combat human traf-
ficking by June.

Progressive Conservative Laurie Scott
has a private member’s bill that would give
police the power to enforce protection orders
against traffickers on behalf of the victims,
and to assess punitive measures if breached.

It would also allow victims to seek com-
pensation in court and add convicted traffick-
ers to the province’s sex offender registry.

Wynne agrees the issue has reached a cri-
sis point, and says Ontario is working with
Manitoba to see how that province is trying
to deal with human trafficking.

Scott says the government should move
immediately to give police the financial re-
sources to dedicate officers to human traf-
ficking and provide better training for new
officers.

A report issued in December by a legisla-
tive committee found Ontario has become a
“major hub’” for human trafficking and sex-
ual violence, with most of the victims being
local underage girls and young women.

The committee said human trafficking
for the purpose of sexual exploitation is the
most common form of trafficking in Canada.

Feb 18 2016

VANCOUVER - A drug trafficking in-
vestigation that has stretched across
British Columbia since 2014 has now
produced dozens more charges.

A release from the Combined Forces Spe-

cial Enforcement Unit, which targets organ-
ized crime in B.C., says 50 charges have been
laid against five men, all from Chilliwack.

That’s in addition to charges laid last year
against three of five people arrested in Febru-
ary 2015, after police smashed a drug distri-
bution network operating between the Fraser
Valley and northeastern B.C.

The CFSEU says arms, cash and $5-mil-
lion worth of illegal drugs, including poten-
tially deadly fentanyl, has been seized in sev-
eral busts since the ring was first identified
in 2014.

A total of 13 trafficking charges have
now been laid against three men, ranging in
age from 22 to 26, while two others, aged 23
and 25, each face 12 counts of possession of
a prohibited device and multiple counts of
trafficking.

One of the men is currently in custody on
unrelated charges in Alberta, court dates are
already set for two more, and arrest warrants
have been issued for the final two suspects.

Feb 18 2016

TORONTO - First responders with
post-traumatic stress disorder will be
able to get quicker and easier access
to benefits and treatment under legis-
lation introduced today.

The law would create a presumption that
PTSD in first responders is work related, re-
moving the need for them to prove a causal
link to the Workplace Safety and Insurance
Board.

It would cover police officers, firefight-
ers, paramedics, workers in correctional in-
stitutions, dispatchers of police, firefighter
and ambulance services, and First Nations
emergency response teams.

Labour Minister Kevin Flynn says it’s
important to keep safe the people who keep
everyone else safe.

He says first responders are at least twice
as likely - compared to the general popula-
tion - to suffer PTSD.

The presumption would apply to new
claims, as well as pending claims and claims
in the process of being appealed.

Feb 18 2016

A group of Mounties has filed a law-
suit against the RCMP, alleging their
medical records were obtained by
their employer and shared outside the
organization without consent.

N =
Dave Reichert is one of the members
who says his confidential file was used ille-
gally by the RCMP.
“Some of the stuff is personal. It’s got
nothing to do with work,” he told the Global
TV program 16x9.

Reichert, a 33-year RCMP veteran, now
retired, says he was seeing a psychologist for
mental-health issues stemming from work-
related harassment when the alleged privacy
breach happened in 2012. So was Rollie Beau-
lieu, another former Mountie who says he was
betrayed by his employer while still a member.

B.C.-based labour Lawyer Sebastien An-
derson is representing five Mounties in a priva-
cy breach lawsuit, which was filed in October.

All five have one thing in common: they
were patients of long-time psychologist Mike
Webster, a man who has long criticized the
culture of the RCMP.

Anderson says the privacy breach hap-
pened when the RCMP tried to silence Web-
ster in 2012, first by removing his funding to
treat RCMP members, then by questioning
his professional conduct in a complaint to the
B.C. College of Physicians.

To support the complaint, the RCMP
pulled information from Webster’s treatment
files, alleging he made derogatory comments
about the organization during treatment ses-
sions, and that those comments could be
harmful to his patients.

Anderson says it was payback.

Ultimately, the complaint against Web-
ster was dismissed. But he says in the process
of filing the complaint, the RCMP committed
a crime against its own members.

By law, your medical information is sac-
rosanct; your doctor isn’t supposed to dis-
close it to anyone without your consent.

It’s different in the RCMP.

Unlike most other employers in Canada,
RCMP members must seek approval from
the RCMP’s in-house Health Services depart-
ment in order to have the cost of medical ser-
vices covered by insurance. And doctors have
to send detailed progress reports back to the
RCMP for any psychological treatments over
six hours. The RCMP says it needs the infor-
mation to make sure its members are healthy
and fit to be carrying a badge and a gun.

But Sebastien Anderson says the RCMP
has abused their access to that information,
and used it illegally.

And Canada’s Privacy Commissioner
agrees. A 2014 report called the RCMP’s ac-
tions a “serious privacy breach.”

Anderson says the most shocking part
is senior commanders authorized the com-
plaint, even though Health Services person-
nel had warned months earlier that some of
Webster’s patients were at risk of suicide.

The RCMP did not respond to 16x9’s re-
quest for an interview.

Anderson says this is not an isolated case.
Since filing the lawsuit in October, many more
Mounties have come forward to him, com-
plaining about privacy breaches by the RCMP.

Rollie Beaulieu says the ordeal has left
a sour taste in his mouth after a long, distin-
guished career.

“I mean when I joined the RCMP, I was
so proud to wear the Red Serge. I had made
it with the best. And for a lot of my career it
was good until I started to see what was go-

ing on, and it wasn’t nice.”
(Global News)
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