Mar 14 2013

The RCMP plans to reduce the
number of districts in New
Brunswick to three from 11 over
the next year and the number of
detachments may also be cut.
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MONTREAL - The head of
Montreal’s police union says an
apparent dispute between the
City’s general manager and the
chief of policeis a case of political
interference.
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Mar 18 2013

CALGARY-After spending an esti-
mated $80 million and several
years trying to develop a shared
information database for Alberta’s
police forces, the provincial gov-
ernment has scrapped the project.
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ST.JOHN'’S, N.L. - The Newfound-
land and Labrador government has
reached a tentative contract
agreement with unionized mem-
bers of the Royal Newfoundland
Constabulary.
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OTTAWA - Audits of the First Na-
tions Policing Program found a
number of cases in which officers’
personnel files were missing proof
they had completed basic training,
did not have criminal records and
were actually Canadian citizens.
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Crime rate fell while
justice price tag climbed

Mar 20 2013

OTTAWA - Per capita spending on crimi-
nal justice - including federal and pro-
vincial jails, court costs and policing -
has climbed 23 per cent over the last
decade even as Canada’s crime rate
fell 23 per cent, says a new study by the
Parliamentary Budget Office.

The report, afirst-of-its kind, comprehen-
sivelook at criminal justice costsover time, put
the pricetag at $20.3 billion in 2011-12.

The authors looked at direct public spend-
ing on policing, courts and corrections, includ-
ing parole. They excluded costssuch asvictims

compensation, private security and non-crimi-
nal matters such as family, environmental and
competition law.

Almost $15 hillion of thetotal last year, or
73 per cent, was carried by the provinces and
municipalities.

“It isimportant to note that in Canada, the
federal government hasexclusivejurisdictionto
makecriminal law, unlikethe United Sateswhere
each state has this power,” the study states.

“With regardsto the enforcement of crimi-
nal law, it isthe responsibility of the provinces
and territories.”



The Conservative government hasbeenon
a seven-year push to increase sentences and
introduce new laws, citing its own internal
study that claims crime costs victims $100
billion ayear in Canada.

In January, Public Safety Minister Vic
Toewswarned apolicing conferencein Ottawa
that rising police costs cannot be maintained.

“A decade ago, the average Canadian
readily accepted, almost without question,
steady increases in police budgets,”” Toews
told the conference in a prepared speech.

“Today, however, thereareincreasing calls
to demonstrate the value of the investments
that all governments make in public services,
including policing.”

The PBO report released Wednesday
showsadirect correlation between Prime Min-
ister Stephen Harper taking officein 2006 and
ajump in crimina justice spending, both in
Ottawa and elsewhere.

Crime rates, meanwhile, have been on a
steady decline since 2003 - a trend the PBO
saysit included in the report “for illustrative
purposes only.”

“This paper is not policy advice,” state
the authors.

The report isthe last to be released under
the watch of Kevin Page, Parliament’s first
fiscal watchdog whose eventful five-year term
ends Monday.

Provincia security and court costs, aswell
asfederal correctionscostsall climbed by more
than 40 per cent between 2002 and 2012, while
federal security costs rose 53 per cent, ac-
cording to the study.

Policing costs were “relatively flat” be-
forebeginning asteady climbin 2007, thesame
year corrections costs reversed course and
began trending up. Court costs - including
judges, prosecutors, legal aid and youth jus-
tice- had been decreasing but beganrising again
in 2006, although they still haven’t reached
2002 levels.
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Court costs shifted toward the provinces
and territories and off Ottawa over the study
period.

In 2002, thefederal government carried 32
per cent of criminal court costs, but that had
fallen to 22 per cent by 2012. The provincial
share, meanwhilerose 10 pointsto 78 per cent.

Provincia incarceration rateswere also on
therise, while federal rates actually fell, says
the report.

Mar 14 2013

WINNIPEG - A career criminal walks into
a drugstore with a mask over his face
and demands cash from the clerk while
claiming he’'s armed with a gun.

It's the textbook definition of a robbery,
but is it a crime that involved the use, or at-
tempted use, of violence?

Manitoba's Court of Appeal said “no’”’ in
aruling that has thwarted attempts by justice
officials to seek a severe sanction against a
chronicthief.

John Steelewas convicted of robbery, dis-
guise with intent and breaching a probation
order for the 2010 incident at a Portage Av-
enue store.

The Crown wanted to pursue long-term
offender or dangerous offender status against
Steele based on his lengthy criminal record,
but thetrial judge refused, saying the robbery
didn’t involvethe use or attempted use of vio-
lence asrequired by thelegislation.

The high court said not every robbery
should automatically be deemedto involvethe
use or attempted use of violence.

Chief Justice Richard Scott said he doesn’t
doubt the store clerk’s evidence she was “real
scared”’ during the robbery, which lasted just
under aminute. Theattacker had ahoodie over
hisface and handsin his pocket while claiming
to be armed.

“In the Crown’s submission, it makes no
differencethat the accused in thisinstance did
not actually produce the gun. The clear mes-
sagewasthat arobbery wasintended and there
would beresort to violenceif necessary,”” Scott
summarized.

But the Appeal Court agreed with defence
lawyer David Soper, who argued that “every
robbery, by itsvery definition, includes at least
athreat of violence. If not, itissimply atheft.”

It also said the issue has been clouded by
the fact “there has been no definitive judicial
determination of themeaning of *’ violence” or
“’threats of violence” asit pertainsto robbery
inthe Criminal Code.

Instead, they relied on ahandful of similar
cases and rulings in other provinces such as
Saskatchewan and Ontario to uphold the trial
judge'sorigina decision.

“Asthethreat of violence was not associ-
ated with either any imminent danger to an-
other person or any, even minima, overt physi-
cal act directed to another person, | am not

prepared to say that the trial judge erred in

law,” Scott wrote.
(Winnipeg Free Press)

Mar 14 2013

The RCMP plans to reduce the number
of districts in New Brunswick to three
from 11 over the next year and the num-
ber of detachments may also be cut.

rcmp-gre.ge.ca

But the public should notice no changesin
service or responsetimes, saysAssistant Com-
missioner Wayne Lang.

“The measure of the effectiveness of a
policeforceisnot how many detachmentsthey
have or whether ... we even have a detach-
ment in your community. The measure should
be the impact that we're having in crime in
your community,” he said.

“Are we reducing crime in your commu-
nity? Are we preventing crime in your com-
munity? And in fact we're encouraging our
members to get out of their detachments and
bevisible and engaged in the communities.”

Cost is the driving force behind the re-
structuring, following areview of coreservices,
said Lang, who announced his retirement on
Wednesday.

Hisdeparturelater this spring has nothing
to do with the coming changes, he said.

“We had to take into consideration the
exigtinginfrastructure. Detachments may have
been |ocated at different places had we started
from acompletely fresh dlate,” Lang said.

“We have an aging and rusting infrastruc-
ture in New Brunswick. We have about 56
detachments, which we maintain is too many
to support in the long-term.”

The number of officesisone of the high-
est per capita in the country, he said. Nova
Scotia, for example, hasonly 37.

As aresult, some of the RCMP's build-
ings across New Brunswick may be decom-
missioned, but those decisionswill bemadein
consultation with municipal and provincial
officials, said Lang.

The new structure will alow the RCMP
to maximize its budget and operational effi-
cienciesby redistributing resources and reduc-
ing administration costs, he said.

Oneof thechangeswill include somefront-
line members being assigned to specialized
crimereduction teams, said Lang.

They will work closely with crime ana-
lysts, allowing frontline officers to focus on
priority callsand proactive policing activities,
such astargeted drug and traffic enforcement,
hesaid.

The RCMP'slast restructuring wasin the
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mid-1990s and much has changed since then
with respect to society, crime, technology and
policing, said Lang.

(CBC News)

Mar 15 2013

TORONTO - Police in Toronto say it's the
first time they’'ve laid sex tourism
charges. Police say a 78-year-old Toronto
man is facing numerous charges in a
child pornography investigation.

Investigators say they received permis-
sion from the Attorney General to lay charges
for offences allegedly committed while the
accused wasin Cuba

James McTurk is charged with making
child pornography, six counts of sexual inter-
ference, invitation to sexual touching, and com-
mitting an indecent act.

Last June, investigators alleged McTurk
wasin possession of child pornography at his
home and laid charges of possession, access-
ing and importing child pornography.

McTurk is scheduled to appear in court
on Monday.

Mar 15 2013

MONTREAL - Police wasted little time
Friday cracking down on an annual pro-
test that has a history of getting rowdy,
deploying charging squads of helmeted
officers, cops on horseback and pep-
per spray to corral demonstrators.

Montreal police, who have been dealing
with regular protests since student unrest last
year, usualy let peaceful marches proceed even
if they have been declared illegal under mu-
nicipal bylaws.

On Friday, police massed platoons of of-
ficers around their downtown headquarters -
whichwasthetarget of theannual rally against
police brutality - and had made their first ar-
rest before the march even began.

“We sent up a message right at the begin-
ning,” said Cmdr. 1an Lafreniere of theMontresl
police at alate evening news conference after
the march. “They haven't shared aroute, they
haven't shared their itinerary, they refuse to
give us a location where they were heading.
That's the reason we made a stop to that.”

At the march, officers piled on one pro-
tester to catcalls from the crowd and quickly
hustled him away. Oncethemarchwasdeclared
illegal, other protesters were scooped from the
maob and police tightened their cordon.

They stopped people and rooted through
their bags and backpacks.

Wedge formations were used to split the
crowd into smaller groups and steer them off
into side streets. Pockets were quickly dis-
persed and some areas were blocked off as
people were herded along or rounded up.

By the end of the evening, more than 200
people had been detained and given $637 fines
for violating municipal bylaws and 12 others

had been arrested for criminal acts including
possession of incendiary materials, assault on
apoliceofficer, mischief and making threats.

Two groups of those detained had been
rounded up in mass arrestsin the city’s down-
town, said Lafreniere. He also said a number
of people were arrested before the protest on
avariety of charges.

At least six people - four demonstrators
and two police officers- wereinjured. None of
theinjuriesislife-threatening. One police of -
ficer got kicked intheface, Lafrenieresaid.

Onepolicevehiclewasvanddized duringthe
march and two store windows were damaged.

Police also seized anumber of items such
asgolf ballsand knives, Lafreniere said.

Demonstrators have gathered in Montreal
for thelast 17 yearsto protest against police -
and 15 of those marches have seen violence.

Montreal police were aided by officers
from the Quebec provincia police and nearby
Laval. Observerswere also on hand from po-
lice forces in nearby Longueuil as well as
Toronto, Ottawa, Gatineau, London and the
Peel Regional Police Servicein Ontariotolearn
from theMontreal force's now-frequent expe-
rience in dealing with rowdy protests.

“They don't get the kind of protests we
do here,”” one Montreal officer joked.

Mar 15 2013

MONTREAL - The head of Montreal’s
police union says an apparent dispute
between the City’'s general manager
and the chief of police is a case of po-
litical interference.

But Montreal’ s executive committee mem-
ber responsible for public security, Christian
Dubois, has accused the police union of leak-
ing stories about political interference over
scheduling frustrations.

Inan article on Friday, LaPresse reported
the City’s general manager, Guy Hébert, was
manoeuvring to have the chief of police, Marc
Parent, removed.

La Presse reported Hébert’s attempts
came after Parent asked the city’s comptroller
to investigate the awarding of a $42 million
contract.

The investigation reportedly looked into
acontract related to the City’s public security
communication system.

According to La Presse, Motorola Solu-
tions complained to Hébert that the City re-
jected its bid for the contract because of
favouritism.

On Friday, police union president Yves
Francoeur said he believes the City’s man-
agement was trying to replace Parent with
someone who ismore supportive of thecity’s
administration.

Francoeur isnow calling on City Hall ex-
ecutives to remove Hébert from his job as
general manager.

Theallegationsfollow recent controversy
surrounding the City’s decision to end a pilot
project that allowed police officers to work
three days a week with extended hours. The
decision led to tension when Mayor Michael
Applebaum said the police union’s president

gave him an ultimatum to extend the project.
(CBC News)

Mar 15 2013

RCMP in Nunavut have trained detach-
ment commanders to offer firearms
safety courses in communities, many
of which haven’t had any such training
availablein years.

No central organization hasorganized gun
safety training in the territory in years, and
few courses have been available to the public
outside of Igaluit.

RCMP Cpl. Lorne Morrison was one of
the detachment commanderswho got thetrain-
inglast fall. He's planning threefirearms safety
courses in Igloolik, Nunavut, next month —
two for the public and one for women only.

“The response has been phenomenal,”
Morrison said.

“We' ve had so many people coming up to
us, asking, ‘When isthe gun course? When is
the gun course? The people here they really
dowant to know how to storetheir gunssafely
and they really do want to know how to make
it safer for their kids. Nobody wantsto see an
accident with ayoung child, so everyone' sbeen
onboard and it'sbeen areally great program.”

Cpl. Yvonne Niego with the RCMP in
Igaluit. She said timesare changing, andthere's
abig demand for firearms safety training.

“We don’t have as many full-time hunt-
ers, sustenance hunters as we did in the past,
and you need to practise safety regularly to be
ableto stay completely safe, so | think there's
ahuge demand for the course.”

Niego said offering the coursesis outside
of the mandate of individual police officers,
but, she said it does fulfil the bigger mandate
of keeping communities safe.

Niego has been visiting communities, go-
ing door-to-door handing out trigger locksand
talking about gun safety. So far, she'sbeenin
four communities.

Niego said she'saso heard alot of confu-
sion about licences.

“That's been the biggest issue is the li-
censing,” shesaid. “Most Nunavummiut want
to abide by the law, it'sjust difficult to.”

RCMP have been helping Nunavummiut
apply for and renew firearms licences. Until
May 16, people can renew their possession-
only firearmslicencesfor free.

All gunownersin Canadamust hold afire-
arms possession or possession-and-acquisi-
tion licence. Most Canadians must first passa
gun safety course. However, aboriginal people
can be exempt from that requirement.

(CBC News)

Mar 17 2013

LONDON, Ont. - Policein London, Ont.,
say there was none of last year’s
rowdiness during Saturday’s St.
Patrick’s Day festivities.

Const. Ken Steeves says officers were
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called to a handful of parties but that things
were generaly “pretty quiet” and no arrests
were made.

Authorities planned carefully for this
year’scelebrations after adrunken . Patrick’s
Day riot last year left a residential
neighbourhood looking likeawar zone.

Almost 70 people were arrested and more
170 chargeswerelaid.

Police Chief Brad Duncan hessaid theforce
is taking a zero-tolerance approach to unruly
parties.

Mar 17 2013

VANCOUVER - Delta police are investi-
gating a pitbull attack after two dogs
charged and injured two officers and a
police dog Saturday night.

Police spokeswoman Const. Lisa Coupar
saysthe officerswereonroutine patrol in Delta
when they were suddenly attacked by two
pitbulls.

One officer was able to fend off a dog
by hitting it with his baton, but his partner
was unabl e to stop the second dog from bit-
ing his hand.

Coupar says after several attempts to de-
fend himself and the police dog from the at-
tack, the police officer wasforced to shoot the
pitbull.

She says police don’'t know if the attack
was unintentional or if the pitbullswere delib-
erately released by their owners.

Two people have been arrested for at-
tempting to obstruct the investigation into the
dog attacks.

Police say oneofficer hasbeentreated for a
bite wound and possible broken bones, while
the other officer sustained only minor injuries.

Mar 18 2013

MASCOUCHE, Que. - There was an ex-
change of gunfire after police tracked
down two inmates who staged a dra-
matic helicopter escape from prison,
police said Monday.

globaltvcalgary.com

The two Quebec inmates, who have been
found, could face attempted murder charges.

Provincia police spokesman Benoit Ri-
chard said the gun shots rang out at a rural
cabin where the fugitives had been tracked
downthe previousday. He said the men opened
fire on police, and the officers fired back, but

nobody was injured.

Richard told a news conference that two
men and two accomplices are scheduled to
appear in court in St-Jerome this afternoon.

The two men staged their dramatic day-
light jailbreak on Sunday when they climbed a
rope into ahovering helicopter.

Their freedom was shortlived as police
moved swiftly to track them down at the cabin.

Just before 8:30 p.m. E.T., about six hours
after the escape, police confirmed they had
arrested Benjamin Hudon-Barbeau and two
other suspects.

Much of the action took placein Chertsey,
Que., about 50 kilometres north of the jail in
Saint-Jerome from where theinmates escaped.

Officers had blocked off the main road in
Chertsey, not far from the village of St-Mar-
guerite, andwere pulling over cars Sunday night.

Earlier Sunday, authorities said 36-year-
old Hudon-Barbeau and 33-year-old Provencal
had broken out of thejail by clambering up a
rope into awaiting helicopter.

“The suspects just took the rope in their
hands and started fleeing,” Richard recalled
thejail’swarden saying.

Police had tracked down the helicopter about
85 kilometresaway in Mont-Tremblant, but only
the chopper’s pilot was till at the scene.

The pilot was taken to an area hospital
where investigators were expected to speak
with him.

Richard said the pilot wastreated for shock
and is considered an important witness in the
case. Reportssaid police believe the pilot was
coerced into participating in the escape.

Yves Galarneau, the correctional services
manager who oversees the St-Jerome jail said
he' d never seen anything like Sunday’sdramatic
escape in more than three decades on the job.

Mar 18 2013

VANCOUVER - B.C. Attorney General
Shirley Bond says significant changes
to the province’s Family Law Act come
into play today, affecting anyone deal-
ing with divorce, separation and family
violence.

theprovince.com

Bond says a major change adds teeth to
restraining orders, formerly enforced through
the civil justice system.

Under the revised Act, protection orders
are covered by the criminal code, which Bond
sayspermitstimely, effective, potentiadly lifesav-
ing enforcement, because police can step in
very quickly.

(CHNL)

Mar 18 2013

TORONTO - The Special Investigations
Unit has been called in to probe the
shooting death of ayoung man in north-
end Toronto Sunday night.

The agency says a man in his 20s was
shot after Toronto police were called to make
an arrest, reportedly near a fast food outlet
near the corner of Keele St. and Wilson Ave.

The SIU says there was an *’ altercation
between police and aman” and the man suf-
fered a gunshot wound a short time | ater.

The unidentified man was pronounced
dead in Toronto’s Sunnybrook Hospital.

The SIU has assigned five investigators
and two forensic investigators to probe the
circumstances of thisincident.

Mar 18 2013

CALGARY-After spending an estimated
$80 million and several years trying to
develop ashared information database
for Alberta’s police forces, the provin-
cial government has scrapped the
project.

calgarysun.com

In theory, the Alberta Police Integrated In-
formation Initiative — known asAPI3 — was
supposed give law enforcement agencies from
across the province a much greater ability to
instantly shareinformation and intelligence.

Inredity, API3'sorigina $65-million price
tag ball ooned to nearly $80 million asthe project
missed repested deadlines and the police de-
partmentsinvolved disagreed over itsdesign.

Considering API3's purpose was to share
information among all the province's police
forces, it no longer made sense to continuein
the face of “opposition” from some of them,
Solicitor General Jonathan Denissaid.

“1 didn't feel it wasagood use of taxpay-
ers dollars, especially in atime of restraint,”
said Denis.

Denis declined to say which agencies op-
posed the project, but multiple sources said the
Edmonton Police Servicedelivered adamaging
blow when it pulled out of API3 in early 2012.

Edmonton police didn’t comment when
asked about API3 on Friday, but senior offic-
ersfrom MedicineHat and L ethbridge Regiona
police admitted their departments had serious
gualms about the project.

Medicine Hat and L ethbridge were slated
at different timesto be the first police depart-
mentsto switch to API3— but both balked as
the “go live” date approached over concerns
the system wasn't ready.

“They were nowhere near where they
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needed to be,” Medicine Hat Chief Andy
McGrogan said.

McGrogan and Lethbridge Insp. Jeff Cove
stressed their departments wanted to stay in-
volvedin API3, but they were unwilling to use
the system until it was closer to completion.

“We have never said we wouldn't partici-
pate in the project,” Cove said.

“The product wasn't ready to be rolled
out, in our view.”

When former solicitor general Harvey
Cenaiko announced the creation of API3 in
2006, he touted it as a leap forward in how
police collect and shareintelligence.

Information about criminal convictions,
pending charges and warrants has long been
shared nationally through the Canadian Police
Information Centre database, but police in
Alberta had no easy means of sharing other
kinds of intelligence they gathered and kept in
their own records systems. API 3 was supposed
to allow police departments to share informa-
tion about unproven alegations, investigative
theories, gang &ffiliationsand accomplices.

Proponents said the added information in
API3 would enhance officer safety and allow
police to keep closer tabs on the movements
and activities of organized crime groups.

For example, aCalgary police officer who
pulled over amotorist for a routine violation
would have been able to quickly find out if
they had a gang member or murder suspect
from Edmonton on their hands.

That knowledge could have given the
Calgary officer an opportunity to take added
precautions, and could have provided
Edmonton policewith intelligence about their
suspect’s movements between the two cities.

“Thewhole notion of thisthing made per-
fect sense,” McGrogan said.

“Weall lose becausethisdidn’t work out.”

Sothequestion is; why didn’t it work out?

One thing various sources agreed on isit
proved impossible to find consensus among
the group. Police departments that invested
millions of dollars and thousands of hours
training officerson their own records manage-
ment systems were rel uctant to abandon them
infavour of another, said one sourceinvolved
in the project who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity. Instead, one agency would try to con-
vince the others to adopt its methods or tech-
nology. Another source said the RCMPwas a
reluctant participant from the beginning, say-
ing the national policeforcewasguarded about
givingitslocal counterpartsin Alberta access
to its records.

“They put up roadblock after roadblock,”
the source said.

An RCMP spokeswoman wouldn’'t com-
ment on that claim, saying only the force is
studying what impact API3'sdemise will have
on its operations in Alberta.

While each force's intelligence-gathering
abilities and records systems remain intact,
API3'sdemisemeansthey till aren’t connected.

“It’sup to the policing community to come
up with aworkaround,” Cove said.

During API3'sdevel opment, the province
spent an estimated $50 million on capital —

including asecure datacentrein an Edmonton
building that houses a central server.

Denis said the government is exploring an-
other usefor the server. A source said theAlberta
Sheriffs Branch is one possible user. Additional
sources said hardware and software developed
for API3 may find ahome with the Cagary Po-
lice Service, which islooking for areplacement
for itsaging records management system.

Although API3 didn’t succeed, Cove said
Alberta’s police forces should keep trying to
find better waysto share intelligence.

(Calgary Herald)

Mar 18 2013

VANCOUVER - The B.C. Court of Appeal
has put off areview of a provincial law

that imposed stiff penalties, including
immediate roadside suspensions, on
drivers suspected of being impaired.

The case was expected to be heard this
week, but the three-judge appeal panel com-
plained of procedural errorsasthey adjourned
the hearing.

Several plaintiffschallenged the province's
impaired driving legislation, which was over-
hauled in September 2010 toimpose new pen-
alties on drivers with blood-alcohol levels of
higher than .05 per cent - below the Criminal
Code threshold of .08.

A B.C. Supreme Court judge later con-
cluded the law violated the charter because it
didn’'t provide away for themto challengethe
result of aroadside breath test, prompting the
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provincia government to bring back arevised
version last year.

A three-day hearing was set to begininthe
B.C. Court of Appeal thisweek, but thejudges
say the case couldn’t proceed because there
werestill aspects of the previous case that had
yet to be dedt with.

Justice Catherine Ryan was clearly frus-
trated as she adjourned the hearing and sched-
uled a case management conference to sort of
the procedural problems.

Mar 18 2013

OTTAWA - Public Safety Minister Vic
Toews says illegal immigrants take ad-
vantage of Canadian taxpayers - not the
other way around.

ctvnews.ca

The federal government is being heavily
criticized for itsapproval of areality TV show
focusing on Canada’s border security after
cameracrewsfilmed the arrest of several men
inVancouver |ast week.

But Toews isn't backing away from the
plan, telling the House of Commonsthat illegal
immigrants cost |aw-abiding taxpayersmillions
of dollars each year and thousands of jobs.

Federal access to information documents
show that Toewsapproved ademoree by Force
Four Entertainment and also allowed Canada
Border ServicesAgency to enter intotalksfor a
full seriesof programsfor broadcast in Canada.

Mar 18 2013

MONTREAL - Montreal has lost an-
other city manager, the latest in a
string to leave its scandal-plagued
municipal government under unusual
circumstances.

Guy Hebert, who heldtheroleasthecity’s
top unelected employee, was asked to leave
today by Mayor Michael Applebaum.

The mayor said the functionary acted in-
appropriately in an ongoing power struggle
with the city’s police chief and, had he stayed
on, the climate at city hall would have been
“unbearable.”

A report in Montreal La Presse newspa-
per said last week that the police force was
investigating the awarding of atelecommuni-
cations contract in which Hebert's office was
involved - and, at the sametime, hewaswork-
ing to get the police chief fired.

Hebert hasdenied seeking thepalicechief’s
resignation but, according to Applebaum, he
apparently admitted in a meeting today that
he carried their dispute “too far.”

Since 2006, four straight city managers
have quit while embroiled in controversy or
over reasonsthat were never publicly explained.

Mar 18 2013

EDMONTON - Edmonton’s police chief
has accepted apologies from a youth
case worker and a lawyer who alleged
officers didn’t properly treat an alleged
sexual assault victim.

edmontonsun.ca

In  February, caseworker Mark
Cherrington and lawyer Parminder Johal both
spoke publicly to the media and online about
the treatment of a young woman who was
taken into custody on outstanding warrants
on Feb. 17.

The woman alleged she told police she
had been sexually assaulted, but says shewas
takento acell inthe remand centreinstead of
a hospital.

Cherrington vented through the media,
Twitter and hisblog that she should have been
brought to hospital right away.

Cherrington now saysit appearsthat alle-
gation is unsubstantiated.

The 18-year-old woman was in custody
at the Edmonton Remand Centrejust before 4
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a.m. Monday, but police say she didn’t report
the alleged sexual assault until 11:30 p.m. that
same day.

Shewasthen takento hospital and asexual
assault investigation was started.

“In retrospect | should have taken steps
to confirm that information before | spoke
publicly about it,” Cherrington wrote on his
blog entry.

Johal echoed Cherrington’s apology, say-
ing she had believed at thetimethat thewoman
had reported the sexual assault to police at the
time of arrest.

“The criticisms | made regarding the steps
policetook inthisinvestigation werelargely based
onthisbelief and therefore were premature.”

Police chief Rod Knecht said police re-
viewed theincident.

He said areview was carried out into the
incident, where officials spoke to the officers
involved, and looked at their notes and the
evidence.

“Thelessonto belearned hereisthat when
we go forward with something that we haveall
the facts.”

(CTV Edmonton)

Mar 19 2013

QUEBEC - The mandate of the commis-
sion looking into corruption in Quebec’s
construction industry is being extended
by 18 months.

Justice Minister Bertrand St-Arnaud says
the deadline for the final report will be April
2015.

The original deadline for commission
president France Charbonneau to table the re-
port was October 2013.

Charbonneau asked for the extension two
weeks ago, partly because the commission is
running way behind schedulein termsof hear-
ing witnesses.

St-Arnaud told anews conferencein Que-
bec City today the government wants to see
an interim report by the end of January 2014.

If the final report is tabled in April 2015,
the commission’s work will have lasted 42
months.

Mar 19 2013

CALGARY - Ajudge says Calgary police
had no other option but to use lethal
force to stop adangerous car thief back
in 2009.

Provincial court Judge Sharon Van deVeen
has made no recommendations in her report
following a fatality inquiry into the shooting
death of Travis Oakes.

The 33-year-old man had been under sur-
veillancefor several hoursby the police auto
theft unit when officers cornered himin acar
wash.

Court heard officers had joked earlier in
the night about shooting Oakes so they could
be done, but that they often use black

humour to alleviate stress on the job.

Oakes repeatedly tried to ram his way
out of the car wash and asenior officer fired
four bulletsat hiswindshield, striking Oakes
once in the head.

The Alberta Serious Incident Response
Team, more commonly known asASIRT, also
investigated and determined the officer who
killed Oakes should not be charged.

Mar 19 2013

HALIFAX - Halifax Regional Police say a
long-time officer who was awarded a
national medal for his work this year is
stepping down.

Supt. Stephen Sykes will retire March
31 after 39 years as a police officer in the
Halifax area

Sykes began his career with the now-de-
funct Dartmouth Police Department before
joiningthe Halifax Regional Police.

Most recently, Sykesled theforce's crimi-
nal investigation division.

Earlier thisyear, theforce says Sykeswas
awarded a Queen Elizabeth || Diamond Jubi-
leemedal for hiscontributionsto policing and
the community.

Mar 19 2013

NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C. - An officer
with the police department in New
Westminster, B.C., has resigned over
an investigation into the improper use
of police data.

Police Chief Dave Jones says no specia
severance package was offered to the officer,
whose name has not been released.

He saysthe department will still complete
an investigation in the case, but any penalty
against the officer couldn’t be enforced unless
he seekswork with another police department.

Earlier this month, the New Westminster
Police issued a statement saying the officer
was under investigation for allegedly misusing
information obtained from a police computer
database.

The officer wasn't on duty at the time of
theincident and was suspended with pay when
theinvestigation began.

Police have not reveal ed the nature of the
information that was allegedly accessed by
the officer.

Mar 20 2013

BURLINGTON, Ont. - Five men have
been arrested after what police are
calling a“sophisticated break-in'" at a
Burlington bank.

Halton Regional Police say officerswere
dispatched to a Toronto Dominion/Canada
Trust financial institution on Monday just
before 1 am. after an alarm went off.

Policearrived to find thefacility’sexterior
doors secure but found five men hiding nearby
after asearch of the area.

Police say bank officias then confirmed
that their vault had been broken into despite
an elaborate range of security measures that
werein place.

Evidence found at the scene to allegedly
help with the break-in included an acetylene
oxygen tank, concrete cutting saws, repelling
equipment, ladders and lighting equipment.

Police say the bresk-in’s degree of sophis-
ticationis“unrivalled,” and investigators are
trying to figure out if the accused may be re-
sponsible for other incidents.

Fourty-four-year old John Hickey, 48-
year-old Alexander Papic, 31-year-old Aldo
Simoni, 36-year-old Mentor Vishjay and 32-
year-old Bessm Rugovaare al facing charges
of break, enter and commit, and possession of
break-in instruments.

Mar 20 2013

ST. JOHN'S, N.L. - The Newfoundland
and Labrador government has reached
a tentative contract agreement with
unionized members of the Royal New-
foundland Constabulary.

Tim Buckle, president of the Royal New-
foundland Constabulary Association, saysthe
union isrecommending acceptance of thefour-
year dedl.

The association represents 380 non-com-
missioned ranks of the policeforce, including
constables, sergeants and staff sergeants.

They have been without a contract since
June 2012.

Theprovincial government declined tore-
lease details of the agreement, as did Buckle,
who said the association is waiting until the
results of a ratification vote expected in the
next few weeks.

The dedl is the first in the government’'s
round of negotiationsthisyear with public sec-
tor employees as it grapples with an antici-
pated deficit.

Mar 20 2013

MONTREAL - The Montreal police are
investigating an alleged computer hack
that leaked a number of confidential
SPVM files, including names and pic-
tures of undercover agents.

The information was published by
“hacktivist” group, Anonymous, and was
shared on Facebook and Twitter |ate Tuesday.

“The purpose of the people doing that is
to put pressure and to intimidate police offic-
ers,” Constable Raphaél Bergeron said. “We're
taking it seriously.”

This is the third cyber attack on the
Montreal policein lessthan ayear.

In mid-February, as the Quebec
government’s tuition summit was approach-
ing, the names, job titles and telephone num-
bers of hundreds of police officers, including
managers, had been posted to awebsite.

(Global News)

Mar 20 2013

VERNON, B.C. - A 52-year-old North
Okanagan man can thank a cool-
headed RCMP officer for waiting an
extra split second, possibly saving the
man’s life.
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Mounties were responding to reports of a
domestic assault in Vernon, B.C., on Monday
when they spotted the man using ahammer to
smash the windows of acar.

An officer ordered the man to drop the
weapon but instead, the suspect turned on the
Mountie and began to advance in what police
describe as athreatening way.

An RCMP release says the officer drew
hisgun but held hisfire asthe man, still bran-
dishing the hammer, turned away.

That's when the officer switched to pep-
per spray and took the suspect into custody.

The man is expected to face charges of

uttering threats and assaullt.
(CKFR, CKI12)

Mar 20 2013

OTTAWA - Audits of the First Nations
Policing Program found a number of
cases in which officers’ personnel files
were missing proof they had completed
basic training, did not have criminal
records and were actually Canadian
citizens.

Investigators also found apparent viola-
tionsof aborigina communities’ policing agree-
ments with the federal government.

The documents come to light following a
recent decision by the governing Conserva-
tivesto renew the soon-to-expire program for
another five years. The findings of the audits
raise questions about the level of oversight in
the $122-million-a-year program.

The federal government pays about half
the cost of policing closeto 400 First Nations
and Inuit communities across Canada, while
the provinces and territories pay for the rest.
The program, which started in 1991, covers
the cost of about 1,250 officers, who serve
more than 338,000 people.

Public Safety Canadahired Toronto-based
firm Ernst and Young to audit several of the
government’s policing agreements with First
Nationsand Inuit communities. The Canadian
Press recently obtained those documents un-
der the Access to Information Act.

Twelve audits were done between 2009
and 2012. While they covered just afraction
of the 163 policing agreementswith First Na-
tionsand Inuit communities, thefact that Ernst
and Young investigators consistently found
the same kinds of problemsin different parts
of the country hints at a broader problem.

The auditors biggest gripe was missing
paperwork.

Personnel filesin several of the communi-
tieslacked documentation to show officershad
done their basic police training, were Cana-
dian citizens, held valid drivers' licences or
were trained to use firearms, pepper spray,
batons and other weapons.

“Other than noting the socia insurance
number of the employee, no evidence of Ca-
nadian citizenshipwasonfile,” oneaudit said.

“Three employee files did not have evi-
dence of the completion of basic police patrol
program or special constabletraining program.”

The First Nation later provided auditors
with proof of the officers training, as well as
photocopies of Indian status cards for three of-
ficersand one passport. Other communitiesfound

some or al of the missing documents after the
auditors pointed out they were missing.

Background checkswere another problem.

Two of the audited First Nations commu-
nities failed to vet members of their police
boards by doing criminal-record checks and
verifying their education and credentials.

As well, al nine members of one police
oversight board were el ected officias, such as
chiefs or councillors, which ran afoul of their
policing agreement.

“The current structure is not in compli-
ance with the agreement,”” the audit said.

Public Safety is drawing up anew agree-
ment to allow elected officialsto serve on the
board, it added.

Investigators also found “alack of review
and sign-off”” on work done by the financia
controller, who signs cheques and handles pay-
roll, and “inconsistencies’ on time sheets.

Mar 20 2013

MONTREAL - Quebec’s corruption in-
quiry has heard that illegal political fi-
nancing happened beyond the world of
provincial politics and also permeated
the federal level.

The issue was briefly raised today at the
inquiry, was vaguely addressed, and was im-
mediately dropped.

An engineering executive was describing
how he used fake-billing schemes to funnel
cash from his company to parties as illegal
provincia contributions.

Then, when asked whether he used that
practiceto contributeto federal parties, Rosaire
Sauriol, the vice-president of Dessau Inc., re-
sponded, “Yes.”

And that was it. There were no more de-
tails about which parties might have received
the cash, how much they received, and when
they received it.

The mandate of Quebec’s corruption in-
quiry does not extend to the federal level - so
any questions about politics beyond the prov-
ince are deemed out-of-bounds.

Mar 20 2013

OTTAWA - Canada is losing the battle
against money laundering and terrorist
financing, according to a new Senate
Committee report.

Money laundering in Canadain 2011 was
estimated to be worth between $5 billion and
$15 hillion, and 287 cases of terrorist financ-
ing were uncovered between 2007 and 2011.

The Senate Committee on Banking, Trade
and Commerce cameto their conclusion after
ayear-long review of Canada’ s mechanisms
for combating money laundering and terrorist
financing.

The committee found Canada’s policies
to belagging behind the crimina sthey are sup-
posed to be catching.

“1 feel that currently we are not getting
full valuefor our efforts, given thetime, money
and other resourcesthat are being allocated to
this problem,” said Senator Celine Hervieux-
Payette, Deputy Chair of the Committee.

It recommended that a supervisory body,
led by the Department of Finance, be estab-
lished to keep a closer eye on Canada's anti-

money laundering and terrorist financing re-
gime. Thisbody would update Parliament an-
nually in regards to its investigations, pros-
ecutions and spending.

Financia institutions must currently re-
port transactions exceeding $10,000. Thecom-
mittee recommended that this threshold be
eliminated for international electronic trans-
fers. Funding of terrorism is often done with
multiple deposits of smaller sums of money.

Thecommittee al so suggested that thisbody
could funnel seized money into a specia fund
used tofinanceanti-laundering efforts, effectively
using thelaunderers’ money against them.

Mar 20 2013

NIAGARA FALLS, Ont. - Two Niagarare-
gional police officers are facing assault
charges in connection with an incident
last month.

Ontario’s Special Investigations Unit no-
tified Chief Jeffrey McGuire of the chargeson
Wednesday.

The SIU saysit determined that Jonathan
Hughes, 23, went to the Niagara Falls detach-
ment about a ticketing matter on Feb. 6 at
about 10 p.m.

There was an interaction between the of-
ficersand Hughes, and Hughes wasinjured.

Const. John Garner faces one charge of
assault and Sgt. Patrick McGilly faces one
charge of assault causing bodily harm.

Both officerswill appear in court on May 8.

(CKTB)

Mar 20 2013

A Federal Court judge issued a sharp
rebuke against the RCMP for inept han-
dling of internal complaints with a sys-
tem so incapable of dealing with simple
matters that it taints morale in the fed-
eral force.

Thecriticism comesinarulingonastrange
grievance pressed by a Royal Canadian
Mounted Police officer passed over for pro-
motion amid rumours his gun was stolen by
prostitutes who traded it for cocaine.

Staff Sergeant Walter Boogaard, 49, who
has served on missions in some of the
world’s hotspots, asked the court to settle
his complaint, but instead his case drew
wholesale judicial criticism of the force’s
grievance procedure.

“The RCMP and its members have the
worst of both worlds: a procedure that trun-
cates procedural fairness in the name of effi-
ciency and workplace harmony, but provides
neither,” Justice Donald Rennie declared.

Staff Sgt. Boogaard'scase, thejudge wrote
in his decision rel eased Wednesday, “ paints a
very dim picture of what isto be an effective
and quick process for the resolution of work-
place disputes.”

He said the slowness has already been
intolerable— “and no decision ison the hori-
zon,” he wrote.

“Grievance decisions left outstanding al-
low issues to fester, bring uncertainty to the
workplace together with ineffectiveness and
inefficiency.”

Staff Sgt. Boogaard isprogram manager of
the RCMP's international peacekeeping op-
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erations branch, based in Ottawa, and has
served in Afghanistan, South Sudan and Darfur.

In 2004, he was placed on acandidate list
for therank of inspector. He met the officer in
charge of thelist, Inspector Mike Gaudet, and
was pleased with his positive response, court
heard. When they met again, however, hefelt
the reception was chilly.

Of the 146 candidateson thelist, 122 were
later promoted.

Staff Sgt. Boogaard made an Accessto In-
formation request about his case and received
documents suggesting why.

In2001in Toronto, hehad faced aninterna
discipline proceeding during which headmitted
to improper storage of a firearm. He left his
service pistol in an unmarked police car when
he stopped for coffee and returned to find the
gun missing, said hislawyer, Paul Champ.

Toronto police found the pistol with two
prostitutes, who were trying to trade it for
cocaine. The sex workerswereinterviewed by
investigators.

“The matter concerning the prostitutes
was considered and discounted,” wrote Rose
Gallo, the RCMP lawyer prosecuting the dis-
ciplinecase.

Staff Sgt. Boogaard was punished with five
days of unpaid suspension. He hasan unblem-
ished record before and since, said Mr. Champ.

But rumours of the incident spread, turn-
ing his serious mistake into atawdry scandal,
the lawyer said.

By May 2005, the rumours reached the
man in charge of promotions, court heard.
Insp. Gaudet asked Superintendent John Reid,
who had chaired the disciplinary committee,
about the case; Supt. Reid said there may have
been moreto it than wasin the official record,
court heard.

In response, Staff Sgt. Boogaard filed a
workplace harassment complaint against Supt.
Reid, alleging he* discredited and damaged his
career” by inappropriate speculation.

It was not until late 2011 the complaint
was dealt with — and dismissed.

RCMP brass said Supt. Reid merely
“confirmed that he had also heard the
rumours” and that was “not sufficient to
constitute harassment.”

Unsatisfied, the sergeant filed an internal
appeal of the decision and also appealed to
the Federal Court.

While his internal appeal remains unan-
swered, the court issued its ruling with stern
wordsfor the RCMP, both for making aflawed
decision and for its lethargy in dealing with
the appeadl.

“The decision dismisses the complaint on
irrelevant considerations,” Judge Renniewrote.

“Supt. Reid held aspecial role and it was
reasonable for Insp. Gaudet to conclude that
if Supt. Reid thought there was smoke, there
was probably fire.

“The existence of the prior rumour is an
irrelevant distraction to the central issue,
namely whether Staff Sgt. Boogaard's inter-
ests had been affected, a point which is never
addressed.”

Despite the message to the RCMP, the
judge did not have the power to force it to
promote Staff Sgt. Boogaard and dismissed

his application.

Mr. Champ said it remainsamoral victory.

“[Staff Sgt. Boogaard] ishopeful thestrong
language from the court will have some posi-
tive impact on the RCMP and how they ad-
dress grievances ... Hopefully this judgment
will beawarning shot for the RCM P that they
really do need to clean up their grievance sys-
tem if they are going to have an effective
workforce.”

Phone calls and an email to the RCMP
were not returned by deadline.

(National Post)

Mar 21 2013

TORONTO - Closing arguments are
scheduled for today in the trial of aman
who killed a Toronto police officer with
asnow plow.

Richard Kachkar, 44, has pleaded not
guilty to first-degree murder and his lawyers
are urging the jury to find him not criminally
responsible - a finding that means he had a
mental disorder and couldn’t appreciate what
hewasdoing.

The judge has told the jury that there is
“no doubt” Kachkar was driving the stolen
plow on Jan. 12, 2011, when it hit and killed
Sgt. Ryan Russell, 35, but what is at issue is
Kachkar’'s mental state.

Three psychiatrists testified that they be-
lieve Kachkar was psychotic at the time he
killed Russell.

The Crown is trying to prove Kachkar
meant to kill Russell and should befound guilty
of first-degree murder.

Kachkar’strial has heard that as he drove
the stolen snow plow wildly around the streets
of Toronto that morning for two hours he was
yelling about the Taliban, Chinese technology
and microchipsin his body.

Mar 21 2013

GUELPH, Ont. - Thousands of mourn-
ers, many of them police officers, gath-
ered in Guelph, Ont., Thursday to pay
tribute to a policewoman Kkilled in the
line of duty last week.

Const. Jennifer Kovach, 26, died a week
ago today when her cruiser crossed the centre
line and collided with a Guelph Transit bus.

She was responding to another officer’'s
call for assistance at the time.

Church bellstolled asresidentswatched a
police procession march solemnly through the
city’s downtown toward the Sleeman Centre,
whereapublic funeral isbeing held.

Const. Scott Grover, Kovach's supervi-
sor for the past two and a half years, asked
those gathered to “mourn the loss and cel-
ebratethelife’” of an officer hecaled “aheroin
life, not in death.”

Ontario’s Lieutenant Govenor, who was
among the thousands who packed the arena,
said Kovach was an inspiration.

“When apolice officer diesin the line of
duty it affects us alla Jennifer represented the
virtues we admire most as a province and a
nation, the virtues of duty and courage,” said
David Onley.

“Jennifer’scommitment to duty and courage
enabled her to embrace her oath as an officer
inlife and in death.”

Matt Jotham, president of the Guel ph Po-
lice Association, said Kovach's death has
weighed heavily on the force.

“We dl know each other, we have two
detachments but we're a close-knit police
service. It's been difficult,” he said.

Many mourners wore a memorial pin in-
scribed with the slain constable’'s name and
badge number, 72.

Guelph'’s police chief has described
Kovach asavibrant and dynamic woman who
fulfilled her childhood dream of becoming a
police officer.

Shewasthe daughter of GloriaKovach, a
longtime city councillor and former president
of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities.

The Police Association of Ontario said the
constable made the ultimate sacrifice to keep
her community and coworkers safe.

“We celebrate her lifeand her commitment
to the community and profession she served,”
the association’s president, Dave McFadden,
said in a statement.

Flags across the province were flown at
half mast.
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