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OTTAWA - The number of former of-
fenders applying to have their crimi-
nal records sealed has plummeted
since the Conservative government
broughtin tough new rules and qua-
drupled the application fee.
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MONTREAL - Calling it the first in-
house police investigative unit of its
kind in Canada, Montreal Mayor
Michael Applebaum announced this
morning the formation of a new anti-
corruption unit made up mainly of
Montreal police officers able to in-
vestigate all aspects of city affairs.
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Halifax Regional Police Chief Jean-
Michel Blais says all options are
open to discussion as he attends
meetings in Ottawa designed to ad-
dress the increasing cost of polic-
ing in Canada.
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HUMBOLDT, Sask. -
Saskatchewan’s highest court is
putting the brakes on police ran-
domly stopping people in private
parking lots.
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VANCOUVER - Some B.C. police dog
units bite and injure people as much
as 10 times more than dog units
that use a less aggressive style of
training, a CTV News investigation
has found.
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Commissioner advising restraint
for officers and protesters

Jan 17, 2013

TORONTO - Ontario's top cop has taken
to YouTube to defend provincial police
handling of Idle No More demonstra-
tions and blockades, saying it fits into
an overall strategy that's difficult to ex-
plain to the public.

In a video message posted Tuesday,
Ontario Provincial Police Commissioner Chris
Lewis responded to criticism of what some
perceive asafailureto end rail blockades and
other protest disruptions.

He pointed to the OPP's framework for
police preparednessfor aboriginal critical inci-
dents, which was developed in the aftermath
of the 1995 police shooting death of native
protester Dudley George at |pperwash Park.
It stresses negotiation and minimal use of force.

huffingtonpost.ca

"These concepts and strategies devel oped
from experience, hard work and common sense
aredifficult and complex to explainto the gen-
era public," Lewissaid in the video.

"I totally understand that."

An Ontario judge who hasissued two in-
junctionsto end blockades of critical rail arter-
ies, including onein OPPjurisdiction, dammed
police last week for not enforcing the injunc-
tions right away to end the aboriginal pro-
tests.

Superior Court Judge David Brown or-
dered asmall group of protesterswho blocked
the railway near Kingston, Ont., affecting
freight and passenger train service between
Toronto and Montreal, toleavein afew hours.

But, Brown said, the OPP officer on the



scene of the blockade told the sheriff it was
"too dangerous' to serve the injunction that
night on the 15 protesters and suggested it be
donethe next morning.

That came after another similar injunction
issued by Brown to end aFirst Nations block-
ade of arail line in Sarnia, Ont., wasn't en-
forced for two weeks by Sarniapolice. Brown
did not mince words in his ruling criticizing
what he called policeinaction.

"No person in Canada stands above or out-
side of the law," Brown said.

"Although that principle of therule of law
issimple, at the sametimeit isfragile. With-
out Canadians sharing a public expectation of
obeying the law, therule of law will shatter."

Public safety is the primary concern and
Lewis trumpeted the fact that there haven't
been any reports of injuries to protesters,
police or members of the public at the pro-
tests in OPP jurisdiction.

"There may be situationsrequiring our im-
mediate enforcement action and wewill at times
do so, but otherwise we will continue to in-
vestigate theseincidents and lay charges after
the event where appropriate.”

No one from the OPP communi cations de-
partment was immediately available Tuesday
to say whether any charges have been laid af-
ter Idle No More blockades or protests.

The Idle No More movement began last
month in protest of afederal government om-
nibusbill that First Nations groups say threat-
ens their treaty rights set out in the Constitu-
tion.

Police services are not ableto solve those
longtime disputes, Lewis said. The commis-
sioner said he would rather be criticized for a
decision not to jeopardize people's lives than
for taking "unnecessary, aggressive action that
undoubtedly will."

"First Nations have the ability to para-
lyze this country by shutting down travel and
trade routes," he said.

"It is a difficult situation no matter how
we view or addressit."
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Jan 10 2013

ANTIGONISH, N.S. - RCMP in Nova Scotia
have arrested 24 people in Antigonish
County and Cape Breton on drug and
weapons charges.

Police say thearrestsand 130 chargesrep-
resent the culmination of a 13-month investi-
gation, code-named Operation Hakon.

Investigators say they targeted criminal
groups involved in trafficking large amounts
of cocaine, hashish, marijuana, and ecstasy.

Police say they seized 100 marijuana
plants, 25 kilograms of marijuanaand smaller
quantities of cocaine, hashish and hash ail.

Aswell, they seized six cars, body armour
and 17 firearms, including an AK-47.

(CIFX)

Jan 10 2013

OTTAWA - The number of former offend-
ers applying to have their criminal
records sealed has plummeted since
the Conservative government brought
in tough new rules and quadrupled the
application fee.

Figures obtained by The Canadian Press
show that total applications are down more
than 40 per cent.

And fewer than 3,700 record suspensions
were granted between March and December
2012, compared with more than 24,000 in the
last full year before Ottawabegan overhauling
the pardons system.

The changes all stem from the 2010 rev-
elation that serial predator Graham James, a
former junior hockey coach, was quietly
granted aroutine pardon in 2007.

Jan 10 2013

FORT MACLEOD, Alta. - The Alberta gov-
ernment is returning more than $10 mil-
lion to the town of Fort Macleod to off-
set the cost of a promised police col-
lege that didn’t go ahead.

Municipal AffairsMinister Doug Griffiths
has spoken to town council and says it's the
right thing to do. The money ismeant to cover
the cash the municipality had already invested
in the $122-million project before the govern-
ment cancelled it.

Fort Macleod waited for years for the po-
lice college that was promised by the govern-
ment in 2006.

A ground-breaking ceremony was finally
held in 2011, but last August the province
abruptly announced it was not going ahead

with the training centre.
(CJOC, The Canadian Press)

Jan 10 2013

VICTORIA - The B.C. Court of Appeal has
ordered a new trial for a Vancouver Is-
land police officer and municipality
found civilly negligent in the shooting
death of a 33-year-old man who was
mentally ill.

Majencio Camaso hadn’t been taking his
medication when he grabbed a metal bar in
July of 2004 and charged Saanich police Const.
Kristopher Dukeshire in the parking lot of a
local elementary school.

Dukeshire fired three shots, striking
Camaso twice, and the father was later pro-
nounced dead in hospital.

Camaso’s widow and daughter sued
Dukeshire and the District of Saanich, aswell
as several others, and in April 2011 the B.C.
Supreme Court found the constable and mu-
nicipality negligent, awarding damages of about
$235,000.

Dukeshire and the municipality appeal ed,
and Appeal Court Justice Richard Low has
now ruled the trial judge made mistakes as-
sessing the evidence and has ordered a new
trial instead of dismissing the lawsuit.

No date hasbeen set for anew trial, which
Low sayswill belimited to the claims of neg-
ligence.

Jan 10 2013

VICTORIA - The BC government says it
will consider justice system reforms
proposed by the family of a Victoria-
area teenager who was brutally mur-
dered by some classmates.

The parents of 18-year-old Kimberly
Proctor of Langford say young people raised
to adult court should get adult sentences.

Kimberly's father Fred Proctor is angry
that the two teenage boys who raped, tor-
tured and murdered his daughter in 2010 will
be able to apply for parole in 10 years, even
though they were raised to adult court.

Hecallsthat ridiculous, saying thefamily
could be dragged through a parole hearing in
just afew yearstime.

In addition to adult sentences, the Procters
say the names of young offenders should be
made public and teens who are identified as
anti-socia should have mandatory counselling

Attorney-General Shirley Bond says the
murder was an unthinkable tragedy and she'll
consider the proposals, including taking them
to the federal government.

Jan 11 2013

HALIFAX - Nova Scotia’s Justice Depart-
ment says it took the rare step this
week of ordering the removal of metal
barricades from a home in Nine Mile
River that had been part of a police in-
vestigation.

The government saysit'sthefirst timeits
Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act
was used to remove excessive fortifications
from a property.

The legislation, enacted in 2007, is more
commonly used to evict people from proper-
tieswhereillegal activitiesaretaking place.

The government says it was asked to in-
tervene after police found heavy metal bars
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installed acrossthe doors of ahomethey were
searching on Renfrew Road following an at-
tempted murder on New Year’'s Eve.

Acting Justice Minister Maurice Smith
says barricades are often intended to prevent
police from entering a premises and endanger
emergency responders.

The government says the owners of the
property co-operated with the order and work-
ers removed three metal barricades from the
home on Wednesday.

Jan 11 2013

LETHBRIDGE, Alta. - A police officer from
Lethbridge in southern Alberta is ac-
cused of hitting aman during an arrest.

Police say the officer was involved in a
traffic stop last May when a 20-year-old man
approached him.

Police say the constable struck the man
whilearresting him for public intoxication and
theman fell and hit his head on the pavement.

Hewastakento hospital and released ashort
time later, athough he returned later in the day
and wastrested for a serious head injury.

The Crown reviewed aninvestigation into
the officer’s conduct and recommended he be
charged.

David John Easter, who is 38, isto appear
in court Feb. 13 on acharge of assault causing
bodily harm.

Jan 11 2013

MONTREAL - Saturday will mark the third,
grim anniversary since an earthquake

in Haiti killed 200,000 people and made
unwitting heroes of at least 14 Canadian
police and military officers who
scrambled to pull survivors from the
rubblein the hours that followed.

At aceremony Thursday to honour those
14 officersfor their bravery — including five
from the Montreal police— some of the men
said the memory of the devastation and sor-
row was still too painful to discuss.

On January 12, 2010, Montreal police Sgt.
Denis Roy jumped from the second-floor bal-
cony of arestaurant in Port-au-Prince before
the building collapsed, then headed to what
was left of the hospital, where he pulled a
teenager to safety. Roy volunteered inthe days
that followed to search for and rescue more
Survivors.

Asked to speak about his experience, he
pointed instead to the tattoo which now cov-
ers his left arm, with the date of the earth-
quakewrapped around hiswrist and adragon,
symbolizing the earthquake, leading up to his
shoulder.

“Theflamesrepresent all the people close
to me who died there,” he said.

Among the other recipients decorated at
RCMP headquarters in Montreal were also
officersfrom the Sireté du Québec, the RCMP
and the Ottawa police — who returned into
collapsing buildings, dug out holesand moved
mountains of concrete to rescue as many
people as possible.

International Co-operation Minister Julian
Fantino, who has been under fire in the past

week for saying he would freeze any new aid
to Haiti, pending areview of how the money
is spent, was among the dignitaries in atten-
dance, along with RCMP Commissioner Bob
Paulson. Fantino would not take any ques-
tions, but commended the officers for their
“incredible bravery and selflessness’ in Haiti
under volatile and dangerous conditions.

Saguenay Police Constable Bertrand Fraser
had been in Haiti for an hour and a half when
thewalls started shaking all around him.

“Inthefirst minute after the earthquakeyou
could hear afly buzzing,” recalled Fraser, who
hed just returned from holiday inthe Dominican
Republic when the quake hit. “Then after that
camethe screams. It was hell. Just hell.”

With a colleague from the RCMP, Fraser
went straight to the house across the street,
which had fallen on top of a mother and her
two children, a7-year-old and anewborn baby.

“We heard them calling out, crying,
screaming. It wasterrible,” Fraser said. “The
celling caved in on them and we managed to
move somerocks around and get the baby out
through a hole no bigger than a groundhog's
hole. We got the mother and the other child out
several hours later. We had to lift the whole
ceiling off them.”

Itwasn't until after midnight, about sevenhours
|ater, that Fraser “finished hisshift,” he said.

“We couldn’t see anything, there were no
vehicles, no phones, nolights, and nothing was
working.”

Fraser hasn’t seen or heard from the
mother and her children since, but says he
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thinks of them often.

“We've had time to forget, but it's still
emotional. The camaraderie and human con-
tact with people we didn’t even know ... it's
hard to explain.”

The 13 police officers and one member of
the Canadian Forces honoured Thursday were
all in Haiti to participate in International Po-
lice Peace Operations to train police abroad,
patrol streets and provide humanitarian assis-
tance, among other roles.

(Montreal Gazette)

Jan 11 2013

MONTREAL - Calling it thefirstin-house
police investigative unit of its kind in
Canada, Montreal Mayor Michael
Applebaum announced this morning
the formation of a new anti-corruption
unit made up mainly of Montreal police
officers able to investigate all aspects
of city affairs.

journalmetro.com

Issuing a warning to all “profiteers and
schemers’ that attempt to swindle taxpayers
through rigged construction contracts or other
means, A pplebaum, accompanied by Montreal
Police Chief Marc Parent, said the new 20-
member squad dubbed EPIM - Escouade de
protection de I’ intégrité municipale, or squad
to protect municipal integrity - will have ac-
cess to al aspects of civic affairs. All doors
and files, he said would be open.

At thesametime, Applebaum reveal ed that
investigatorsfrom the provincial Charbonneau
Commission investigating corruption in the
construction industry werevisiting Montreal’s
city hall Friday afternoon to speak with him.
Applebaum said he did not know what issues
theinvestigatorswould raise, but said the visit
wasanormal part of the investigative process
and hewould furnishal information requested.

EPIM is supposed to be formed in the
next weeks. Parent estimated it would cost
roughly $3 million in its first year, given the
cost of establishing headquarters and paying
staff. The new unit will be autonomous and
independent, with carte blancheto investigate
all dossiersof thecity of Montreal , Applebaum
said. Asked whether the public could have
confidence in an investigative unit mandated
to police the city made up of police who are
employees of the city, Applebaum reiterated
that the squad was independent and answered
to no one but itself.

“With the adoption of thissquad, I’ m send-
ing a clear message to al the profiteers and
schemers who wish to steal our tax contribu-
tions: be warned. You now have a new ob-
staclein front of you,” Applebaum said.

The new squad has the mandate to assure
the integrity of the administration of the city
of Montreal, particularly in the matters of is-
suing of contracts. Detailsfrom mediareports
and the Charbonneau Commission have un-
veiled allegations of widespread collusion
among contractors bidding on public works
projects, of which thecity issues$1.5 billiona
year, aided in many cases by corrupt civil ser-
vants, engineers and political parties who ob-
tained hundreds of thousands in kickbacks.

Parent said the squad would work in co-
operation with the provincia anti-corruption
squad composed of Sureté du Québec police
officers known as UPAC, as well as with in-
vestigators from the Charbonneau Commis-
sion. It is also expected to put in place new
strategies and tools to limit corruption in city
contracts. Investigatorswill also go out in the
field to construction projects and have the
power to investigate companies.

Applebaum said the squad would investi-
gate any activities or contracts that could be
corrupt, not just in the construction field, not-
ing that it would look at anything from the
awarding of computer technol ogy contractsto
thepriceof firefighters' clothing.

(Montreal Gazette)

Jan 11 2013

VANCOUVER -A B.C.woman convicted
of murdering her husband’s lover af-
ter she confessed to undercover po-
lice officers has lost a bid to appeal
her conviction.

Jean Ann James was suspected in the
murder of GladysWakabayashi, who wasdis-
covered with her throat glit in her Vancouver
homein June 1992.

An investigation at the time didn’t find
enough evidence against James, so police
launched an undercover operation in 2007 to
set up a fake criminal organization and she
confessed to a supposed crime boss in a so-
called Mr. Big operation.

James was convicted of first-degree mur-
der in November 2011 but filed an appeal,
claiming thetrial judge made several errors.

She said thejudge should not have allowed
opinion evidence from police about a partial
shoe print found at the crime scene, and did
not properly instruct the jury on evidence of
bad character she offered to the undercover
officers.

The appeal court rejected the appeal, up-
holding the judge’s conduct, saying the only
mistake he made was a harmless one and the
evidence against James was overwhelming.

Jan 11 2013

OTTAWA - A federal agency has lost a
portable hard drive containing personal
information about more than half a mil-
lion people who took out student loans.

Human Resourcesand Skills Devel opment
Canada said Friday the device contained data
on 583,000 Canada Student Loans Program
borrowers from 2000 to 2006.

The missing files include student names,
socia insurance numbers, dates of birth, contact

information and loan balances of borrowers, as
well asthe persona contact information of 250
department employees.

Borrowersfrom Quebec, Nunavut and the
Northwest Territories during this time period
are not affected.

No banking or medical information was
on the portable device.

Human Resources Minister Diane Finley
said she has called on the RCMP to assist
with the incident, “given its serious nature.”

In addition, the office of the federal pri-
vacy commissioner announced Friday it would
investigate.

Thelossof the hard drivefrom an officein
Gatineau, Que., came to light as the depart-
ment looked into another breach - a missing
USB key containing the personal information
of more than 5,000 Canadians.

The privacy commissioner’soffice hasal-
ready begun a probe of that incident, which
was publicized last month.

Human Resources saysthat while thereis
no evidence any of theinformation in the lat-
est breach has been used for fraudulent pur-
poses, an extensive search for the hard drive
continues.

In her statement, Finley said she had di-
rected officials to take immediate action to
ensure “that such an unnecessary situation”
does not happen again.

She has requested that departmental em-
ployees across Canada receive information
about “the seriousness of these recent inci-
dents” and that they participate in mandatory
training on a new security policy.

The new policy immediately bans por-
table hard drives within the department. In
addition, unapproved USB keys are not to be
connected to the computer network.

All portable security devices will be as-
sessed for the risk they pose, to ensure that
appropriate safeguards arein place.

New data-loss prevention technology -
which can control or prevent the transfer of
sensitiveinformation - will aso beintroduced.

Finaly, staff will be subject to disciplin-
ary measures, including possiblefiring, should
privacy and security codes not be followed.

Alyson Queen, a spokeswoman for the
minister, said the Mounties were contacted
Monday. “They will determine what further
steps are required.”

Jan 11 2013

KIMMIRUT - A young Kimmirut man con-
victed of firing numerous rifle rounds
this past March 18 into staff houses
occupied by two RCMP members and
their families must serve 34 and a half
months in prison in addition to the time
he’s already served, Justice Andrew
Mahar ruled Jan. 10.

David Lyta, 22, pleaded guilty this past
Oct. 2 to one count of intentionally discharg-
ing a firearm into a place, knowing another
person is present in the place.

The chargethat Lytapleaded guilty to now
carriesamandatory minimum prison sentence
of four years.
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“What happened wasterrible, butitisaso
aterrible thing when a young aboriginal per-
son of previous good character has to be sent
tothe penitentiary,” Mahar saidin an oral sen-
tencing judgment Jan. 10.

Inhisjudgment, Mahar said that what Lyta
did was*“ extremely serious.”

Drunk and suicidal, Lyta fired multiple
rounds from a .22 rifle at housing units occu-
pied by RCMP members Larry Olson and
Stephen Nolan.

Bulletspassed through living areas and bed-
rooms in the two residences, lodging in win-
dow framesand ceilings, Mahar saidin hisjudg-
ment.

“One of the bedrooms was occupied by
the three-year-old son of Stephen Nolan and
Heather McCann, who heard glass breaking
through a baby monitor,” Mahar said.

Healso said thetwo RCMP members*“had
no way of knowing how many assailantswere
outside their homes or what sort of weapons
were involved; al they knew was that they
and their familieswerein extreme danger.”

The two RCMP members “huddled in
their homes” for “several long and terrifying
hours,” waiting for an emergency response
team to arrive from Igaluit, Mahar said.

(Nunatsiag News)

Jan 11 2013

An RCMP officer injured on the job says
he wants Ottawa to stop clawing back
his disability cheques.

David Whitereceivesabout $67 amonth of
the $1,200 heis paid in benefits and pension.

“Over the last ten years, that's approxi-
mately $100,000,” he said of the money he
has lost.

White suffered hearing loss and devel oped
sound sensitivity adecade ago when respond-
ing to a home invasion. An extremely loud
alarm did the damage.

White, who served for morethan 20 years,
isthe representative plaintiff in aclass-action
suit started in 2008. It could represent up to
1,000 Mounties.

Ottawaagreed to settle asimilar suit with
military veteransthisweek, but isfighting the
RCMP case. The federal government would
not comment on this story.

“1t's been an uphill battle,” White said.

Dan Wallace, alawyer for disabled RCMP
veterans, said the government should reach a
settlement.

“The government made a decision to fight
the Canadian Forces case and spent alot of tax-
payers dollarsinlega feesand madethe veter-
ansfight for six yearsin the courts,” he said.

“Now it seems they’re going to make the
RCMP veterans go through the same path.”

The government reduces RCM P veterans
long-term disability benefits by the amount of
their disability pension.

In White's case, that means his $1,273.74
disability pension is subtracted from his disabil-
ity benefits. Hegetstheremaining $67.20 amonth.

(CBC News)

Jan 13 2013

OTTAWA - The head of the RCMP admit-
ted that Canada’s national police force
neglected to keep tabs on hundreds of
cases of serious misconduct committed
by Mounties across the country for years.

theglobeandmail.com

Commissioner Bob Paulson acknowledged
that an access to information request by CBC
Newsinadvertently revealed that not even se-
nior leadersin the RCMP could say with con-
fidence whether incidents of misconduct that
include assaults, impaired driving and fraud
were aproblem in the force.

“You'reright,” said Paulson, who hasbeen
onthejobjust over ayear. “The RCMPhadn’t
been tracking until | got here and now we are.
We'retracking themall.”

The discovery that no one within the
RCMP had acomprehensive list of Mounties
who' d been disciplined, became obvious after
CBC Newsasked for basic data between 2005
and 2008 that included offences and findings
by internal adjudications boards.

CBC News submitted the request in No-
vember 2008. It wasdelivered four years|later
in November 2012. An officer who handled
the file offered an embarrassed apology, and
explained the delay was dueto thelist having
to be created from scratch.

There are approximately 19,000 serving
members, and just 335 were brought before a
tribunal over thefour year period, including:

35 cases of assault, sexual assault and ha-
rassment. 30 officers impaired on the job or
whiledriving. 29 Mounties who gavefalse or
misleading statements. 16 unauthorized uses
of CPIC, the central police data base.

Many of the allegations are also criminal
offences, including two cases of possession of
child pornography. The CBC asked for details
on which cases went on to criminal prosecu-
tion, but the RCMP did not make that infor-
mation available.

Andwhileabout 50 of the caseswerewith-
drawn, in some cases due to the expiry of the
statutory time limit for a hearing, more than a
third were deemed so egregious the officers
involved either quit, were forced to resign or
had to forfeit 10 days pay — the harshest
punishment under the RCMP Act short of
dismissal.

However the commissioner downplaysthe
significance of thefindings.

“95 per cent are just things where people
have made mistakes’, Paulsontold CBC News.
“And, police work is very complicated and
people are going to make mistakes.”

The RCM P withheld some datarequested
by CBC News. The reasons why some
Mounties were punished were redacted, in-
cluding for the 21 officers who resigned over
their misconduct.

TheRCMP asorefusedtolist theregions
in which all of the incidents took place. An
RCMP spokesman told CBC News that was
to protect the privacy of the offenders, even

though none were named in the document.
(CBC News)

Jan 14 2013

PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. - Any softball fan
knows you can't steal first base, but
someone should have told a thief in
Prince George, B.C., that he shouldn’t try
to steal anything from one feisty senior.

The robber, described as overweight and
wearing a puffy winter jacket, may have too
closely resembled a softball when he broke
into the senior’s home late last week.

RCMP say the elderly woman grabbed a
baseball bat and used the crook for batting
practice, nailing him several times after he
climbed into the house through a window.

He was going, going - gone, by the time
Mounties arrived.

BLUE LINE NEWS WEEK




Police say they’ d like to throw some heat,
too, and want to hear from anyone who may
have information about where the faux foul
ball is recovering from possible arm, hand or
torso injuries.

The would-be victim, meanwhile, is any-
thing but - and is safe at home base.

(CKPG)

Jan 14 2013

VANCOUVER - Canada’s human smug-
gling law has been struck down by the
British Columbia Supreme Court, leaving
two high-profile prosecutions in limbo
with the suggestion the federal govern-
ment should go back to the drawing board.

thestar.com

The decision comesin thefirst of two tri-
alsfor men accused of ferrying Tamil migrants
to B.C.’s west coast.

A publication ban was lifted today on a
ruling issued Friday by JusticeArne Silverman,
who found the Immigration and Refugee Pro-
tectionAct infringeson charter rightsand could
lead to the prosecution of people like humani-
tarian workers.

Silverman says Parliament could poten-
tially solve the problem by crafting “ properly
worded” |egislation that addresses the issues.

The trial for four men, which was set to
start this month, has been adjourned and jury
sel ection has been cancelled.

Jan 14 2013

TORONTO - Ontario’s police watchdog
won't lay criminal charges against a
Toronto police officer accused of beat-
ing up aman in acase that prompted a
public spat between the two agencies.

The Special Investigations Unit announced
earlier this month that it was closing the in-
vestigation into a complaint from Tyrone
Phillips, 27, because it couldn’t get his origi-
nal complaint.

After some public back and forth between
the SIU, the Toronto police and the Office of
the Independent Police Review Director,
Phillips got his own complaint back from the
OIPRD and the SIU reopened the case.

SIU director lan Scott says today that he
has concluded there are no reasonable grounds
to charge the Toronto police officer.

HesaysPhillipsand afriend were arrested
in the early morning hours of July 28, after
they left a nightclub and “became involved”
with two police officers, who took them to
the ground.

Phillips was taken to the hospital, where
he was diagnosed with aconcussion, but Scott

saysheisn't satisfied that the police officer in
question was the one who caused Phillips' in-
juries and if he did Scott isn't satisfied the
forcewasexcessive.

Jan 14 2013

MONTREAL - A driver who set off a po-
lice chase Sunday evening in Sherbrooke
when he refused to pull his vehicle over
died overnight, SOreté du Québec Sgt.
Claude Denis said Monday morning.

“The first elements of the investigation
indicate thiswas asuicide,” Denis added.

The SQ took charge of the investigation
about 8:45 p.m.

Local police had attempted to pull the
driver’svehicleover about 6:30 p.m., not about
8:30 p.m. asoriginally indicated, Denissaid.

The incident took place on Grandes
Fourches Rd.

During the chase, he said, theman’scar hit
the pillar of an overpass at high speed.

The man had been alonein thevehicle.

Denissaid he could not provide the age of
the deceased.

(Montreal Gazette)

Jan 15 2013

NEW YORK - The New York Police De-
partment wants pharmacies in and
around the city to fight prescription drug
thefts by stocking pill bottles fitted with
GPS tracking chips.

Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly is
expected to unveil the project Tuesday at a
California conference on health issues hosted
by former President Bill Clinton’sfoundation.

In prepared remarks provided in advance
of his appearance, Kelly says the NYPD is
concerned about agrowing potential for crimes
related to the black market for painkillersand
other highly addictive prescription drugs.

He saysthe NYPD is proposing to distrib-
ute so-caled GPS bottles for pharmacists to
hide on their shelves with legitimate supplies.

That way, if there'sarobbery or burglary,
police would be able to track the loot.

Jan 15 2013

TORONTO - Ontario’s top police officer
says provincial police are handling Idle
No More protests and blockades with
discretion, refusing to take what he
calls “unnecessary, aggressive action.”

Ontario Provincia Police Commissioner
Chris Lewis posted a video message on
YouTubetoday responding to criticism of what
some perceive as a failure to act to end rail
blockades and other protest disruptions.

An Ontario judge who has issued two in-
junctionsto end blockades of critical rail arter-
ies, including onein OPPjurisdiction, dammed
police last week for not enforcing the injunc-
tionsright away to end the aboriginal protests.

Lewis does not mention the judge or the

court decisionin hismessage, instead |lament-
ing criticism “in the media’ from “various
pundits and commentators with their own
agendas.”

Lewis says the OPP is using its frame-
work for police preparedness for aboriginal
incidents and that he understands those strat-
egies are “difficult and complex to explain to
the general public.”

The Idle No More movement began last
monthin protest of afederal government omni-
bushill that First Nations groups say threatens
their treaty rights set out in the Constitution.

Jan 15 2013

Halifax Regional Police Chief Jean-
Michel Blais says all options are open
to discussion as he attends meetings
in Ottawa designed to address the in-
creasing cost of policing in Canada.

thechronicleherald.com

Blais is one of dozens of police chiefs,
politicians from @l levels of government and
membersof civilian oversight bodieswho will
attend the two-day national Summit on the
Economics of Policing to look for ways to
deal with Canada’s newest crime-fighting cri-
Sis— money.

While national crimeratesarefalling, the
cost of policing continuesto climb and in some
jurisdictions, the cost has doubled over the
last 15 years. Municipalities are struggling to
pay the bill.

Blais said he recognizes the problem that
presents.

“We haveto belooking at all possibilities
when it comes to optimization of the policing
dollar that we have here,” hetold CBC News.

Blaisonly had to walk afew metresfrom
his old job as the Halifax Regional
Municipality’s top Mountie to become its
police chief — Halifax is the only city in
Canada patrolled by amunicipal police force
and the RCMP.

Policingisa$92-million businessin Halifax
annually, if the criminals co-operate and ev-
erything goes according to budget.

In acity the size of the Halifax Regional
Municipality, that doesn’'t always happen.
Thereischronic drug abuse, gun problemsand
in 2011, had the second highest homiciderate
in the country per 100,000 people, according
to Statistics Canada.

Blais said the city is a policing and bud-
geting challenge.

“It’s larger than Prince Edward Island.
It's slightly smaller than Toronto, yet it
only has about an eighth of the population
of Toronto,” he said. “ That makes policing
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expensive in and of itself.”

The marriage between the RCMP and the
Halifax Regiona Policeforce cameafter along
courtship. It started in 1996 when the prov-
ince amalgamated the municipalitiesthat now
make up the Halifax Regional Municipality.

Before that, the RCMP patrolled Halifax
County while municipal forces served the old
cities of Halifax, Dartmouth and Bedford.

Thethreemunicipal forcesmergedin 1996
toformtheHalifax Regional Policeforce but by
2003, the RCMP and Halifax Regional Police
were still in separate police bunkers. That's
whenmagjor crimeinvestigatorsfrom both sides
began working side by sidein one office.

Now, thereisan integrated traffic unit that
has RCMP and Halifax Regional Police offic-
ersdriving each other’spolice cruisers. There
is ajoint communications system as well as
other smaller combined units.

Blais conceded the merged serviceis not
the cheapest, but said he believesit providesa
better value for the dollar. That's the math
he'll try to explain during a panel discussion

at the federal summit in Ottawa.
(CBC News)

Jan 15 2013

HUMBOLDT, Sask. - Saskatchewan’s
highest court is putting the brakes on
police randomly stopping peoplein pri-
vate parking lots.

The Saskatchewan Court of Appeal says
in a decision recently posted online that the
province's Traffic Safety Act does not autho-
rize police to conduct random stopsin private
parking areas.

The case involved a woman who was
stopped by officersin aparking lot at a hotel
in Humboldt in 2009.

Thewoman tried to take aroadside breath
test, but couldn’t and was charged with failing
to provide a sample of her breath.

But Chief Justice John Klebuc said there
wasnothing unusual intheway thevehiclewas
being driven and no reason officers couldn’t
wait until she drove onto the road to check for
adriver’slicenceand vehicleregistration.

Klebuc said the detention, the demand for
information and the sample impacted on the
woman’s liberty and privacy interests.

Jan 15 2013

WINDSOR, Ont. - A provincial arbitrator
has awarded officers and civilians with
the Windsor Police Service a pay raise
of nearly 12 per cent over four years.
Tuesday’sruling followed arbitration hear-
ings with the police services board and the
Windsor PoliceAssociation over theweekend.
The award is retroactive to January 2011
and will push the annud sdary of afirst-class
constableto morethan $90,000 by January 2014,
whichisinlinewith what officersmakein Lon-
don, Toronto and on the provincia policeforce.
The pay hikeswill add $1.8 million annu-
ally to the police budget.
Mayor Eddie Francishas said savingswill
have to befound within the police budget, and
police Chief Al Fredericks says he will do it

through attrition, not layoffs.

The arbitrator also ruled on post-retire-
ment benefits, deciding that existing members
of theforcewill be grandfathered and changes
will affect only officers hired after 2015.

(CKLW)

Jan 15 2013

BRANDON, Man. - An aboriginal man in
Manitoba says he lied about police of-
ficers dropping him off on the outskirts
of Brandon and forcing him to walk back
inthe cold.

Jay Moosetail told the Aboriginal Peoples
Television Network that officers threatened
to make himwalk and uttered racist comments
after he left a party on the weekend.

He says he was mad and decided to get
back at police by going on Facebook and post-
ing astory about a cold walk home.

Const. Ron Burgess, a police spokesman,
says the department found out about the alle-
gation through social mediaand did not receive
aformal complaint from the man.

But he saysthe matter is being taken seri-
ously and police have requested an outside
investigation.

The RCMP saysitislooking into the case

but can’t comment yet on any findings.
(APTN, The Canadian Press)

Jan 15 2013

TORONTO - Eight Toronto Transit
Commission enforcement officers
have been fired, and five are facing
criminal charges following a four-
month investigation.

The TTC dlleges five officers submitted
false tickets made out to people of no fixed
address for offences including panhandling,
loitering and trespassing.

However, thoseticketswere never served,
and the TTC alleges the officers were not at
the locations where the falsified tickets were
supposed to have been issued.

Fines were never collected, and the com-
mission saysthetickets are being cancelled.

Thefiveofficersare each charged with at-
tempting to obstruct justice and fabricating
evidence.

Charged are Michael Schmidt, 44, of
Barrie, Tony Catic, 45, of Oakville, John
Psthumus, 44, of Toronto, Jamie Greenbank,
48, of Milton and Neil Malik, 38, of Ajax.

(CFRB, 680News, The Canadian Press)

Jan 15 2013

BURNABY, B.C. - Eleven fire fighters cut
through adoor and then sawed a path-
way through ceiling-high mounds of
garbage packed inside asmall Burnaby,
B.C., home to rescue an elderly man
who had been pinned under debris for
at least three days.

RCMP were called to the house in the
city east of Vancouver Monday night after an
anxious friend reported not seeing the
neighbour, in his 70s, for several days.

Police sought the aid of the Burnaby Fire
Department, whose membersarrived | ater that

night to help them gain entry.

Inside, they discovered “quite a mess”’
before uncovering the trapped man, said As-
sistant Fire Chief Greg Mervin.

“These fellows had to go in and try and
find a problem there, and they had to dig
throughto find thisfellow,” he said on Tues-
day, adding the man was suffering severe
dehydration.

There was neither heat nor electricity in
the house.

“Had it been another day or two, with our
cold temperatures, the outcome may have not
been as good as it was. It was probably very
rewarding for thesefirefighters.”

Jan 15 2013

SURREY, B.C. - Assurances are being
made by the RCMP officer in charge of
the Surrey, B.C., detachment that citi-
zens are safe in their community.

The pledge from Chief Supt. Bill Fordy
comes after aspasm of shootingsover the span
of 32 hoursleft four men dead and one person
wounded.

Fordy saysthe shootingsare all related to
the criminal underworld, underscoring that
thereisnothing glamorousabout alife of crime.

Police say 29-year-old Manjinder
“Manny” Hairan is the most recent victim
after he was killed and another man was
wounded in a shooting early this morning.

Thetwo victims of a shooting in a Surrey
parkade on Sunday night are John McGiveron
and Geordie Carlow, both 33 years old and
both known to police.

A 27-year-old Surrey man, Manjot
Dhillon, has also been identified asthe victim
of ashooting early Sunday evening.

Jan 15 2013

VANCOUVER - Charges have been laid
in the stabbing of Teak, the Vancouver
police dog who helped apprehend arob-
bery suspect last Friday.

theprovince.com

Kyle Scott Martin, 20, of Vancouver has
been charged with robbery, possession of a
dangerous weapon, carrying a conceal ed
weapon and harming aserviceanimal. Martin
remains in custody pending his next appear-
ancein provincia court on Wednesday.

Teak, an eight-year-old German shepherd,
underwent life-saving surgery Saturday morn-
ing to close the 25-centimetre stab wound he
sustained during the arrest. The dog is ex-
pected to recover fully after being released
from veterinarian care Sunday.
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The canine had recently received an award
for brave service and was only weeks shy of
retirement. He will now retire early to live
with his partner and handler Const. Derrick
Gibson.

(Vancouver Province)

Jan 16 2013

WATERLOO, Ont. - Numerous people
are facing charges after drug raids in
several communities across southern
Ontario on Wednesday morning.

Thearrests came after aninvestigation by
Waterloo regional and provincial police that
focused on the production, distribution and
saleof illicitdrugs.

Police say 21 search warrants were ex-
ecuted by tactical teams and drug investiga-
tors from several forces just after 6 am.
Wednesday and that drugs, cash, guns, stolen
property and explosives were seized.

The co-ordinated raids took placein Bruce
County, Grey County, Kingston, Toronto, Wa-
terloo Region and Wellington County and also
involved officers from the Guelph, Hamilton,
Kingston, Toronto and Halton Region forces.

Waeterloo regiond police Insp. Kevin Thaer
could not say how many people were arrested or
wheat chargeswerelaid but said moredetailswould
be released Thursday at anews conference.

The investigation was continuing on
Wednesday and police said they expected more
items would be seized.

Jan 16 2013

QUEBEC - The Quebec government is
moving to crack down on repeat drunk-
driving offenders.

Justice Minister Bertrand St-Arnaud says
an offender’svehiclewill be seized after each
infraction and confiscated for good upon athird
offence.

A repeat offender could also betagged asa
“dangerous delinquent.”

St-Arnaud told anews conferencein Que-
bec City today that the government is deter-
mined to attack on various fronts.

He saysthat will include a clear directive
to Crown prosecutors to be tougher at every
stepinlegal proceedingsinvolving driverswho
have consumed al cohol or drugs.

Today’s announcement comes just a few
days after two fatal hit-and-run deaths that
allegedly involved impaired driving.

Jan 16 2013

CHILLIWACK, B.C. - Acrook picked the
wrong target when he tried to break into
atruck in Chilliwack, B.C., Sunday.

The vehicle was owned by RCMP Staff
Sgt. Suki Manj and his wife, Corp. Tammy
Hollingsworth, who were both off-duty and
at home at the time.

When Manj spotted the would-be thief he
rushed outsidein -5 degreetemperatureswearing

only hisshortsand got involved inastrugglewith
thebad guy.

Hollingsworth called 911 beforejoining her
husband in the fight, along with some
neighbours who came to help.

Officers arrived on the scene and arrested a
25-year old man from Chilliwack, who's since
been released and will appear in courtin February.

The married officers suffered frost-bitten
toes while Manj also pulled his back.

Jan 16 2013

VICTORIA - Justice Minister Shirley Bond
says the governmentis refining its drunk
driving laws amid court challenges from
17 motorists who were forced into costly
driver education programs.

Bond saysthe government isreviewing pen-
aties for 1,200 motorists who were handed im-
mediateroads de prohibitionsduring athree-week
period in November 2011 just before the B.C.
Supreme Court struck down part of the law.

The Office of the Superintendent of Mo-
tor Vehiclesisexamining thefive-year driving
records of each of the 1,200 motorists to de-
termine if their driver education penalties
should be waived.

Thereview isexpected to becompletedin
Six to eight weeks and drivers who escape the
penalties could save amost $2,600.

Bond says the review will determine if
those motorists will still have to take the re-
sponsible driver program and install the igni-
tioninterlock system, which disablesavehicle
if alcohol isdetected.

But the minister says the government is
sticking toits get-tough impaired driving pen-
alty program that has saved as man as 104
lives since September 2010.

Jan 16 2013

SASKATOON - Saskatoon police Chief
Clive Weighill is expressing frustration
after the death of a 57-year old man in
one of his department’s detention cells.

thestarphoenix.com

The man was arrested for public intoxica-
tion on Tuesday night and was found dead in
his cell Wednesday morning.

Police said the man was checked by an
off-duty paramedic and throughout the night
by staff.

Weighill said his officers aren’t equipped
to properly deal with the thousands of people
with addiction and mental health issues who
wind up in police cells every year.

He wants the province to come up with a
long-term solution to the problem.

“Just through default, there’s no other entity

in the city that can handle this, and these people
endupinour detention area- and we renot trained
hedlth practitioners,” Weighill said.

“1 think my frustration is beginning to
peak, and I’ m requesting some help and some
sustainable solutions from (the ministries of)
health, social servicesand corrections to deal
with this critical issue. We have to put an end
to putting unfortunate people in police cells
for non-criminal addictionsissues.”

Weighill added that theissueisn’t just one
for hisdepartment, saying that police services
in Regina, Prince Albert and RCMP jurisdic-
tions across the province are grappling with
the same concerns.

Saskatoon’s Major Crime Unit and the
Office of the Chief Coroner areinvestigating

theincident.
(CKOM)

Jan 16 2013

IQALUIT - Part of the floor of Igaluit’s
new $18 million RCMP detachment
building is settling downwards into the
permafrost, says a government
spokesperson.

Less than eight months after the Iqgaluit
RCMP moved into their new home in May
2010, the building started to have problems
with its foundation.

In an email, a spokesperson from Public
Works and Government Services Canada said
the permafrost under the building melted because
portions of the thermosyphon system failed.

The thermosyphon system is a series of
pipesthat run under the concrete floor to move
heat away from the frozen soil, alowing the
building to be built directly on the ground in-
stead of on piles.

The construction contract was awarded
to Igaluit’'sAlmiq Contracting in 2007. RCMP
haven't paid Almiq in full because of the on-
going problemswith the building.

Public Works and the Mounties are try-
ing to figure out along term solution for the
sinking floor.

It isnot clear why the thermosyphon loop
failed and the cost of any repairs hasyet to be
determined.

Staff Sgt. Monte Lecomte said any struc-
tural issueswith the building haven’t affected

operations.
(CBC News)

Jan 16 2013

Police in Peel Region are searching for
aknapsack containing a handgun, am-
munition and a Royal Canadian Mounted
Police badge stolen from a hotel in
Brampton Wednesday afternoon.
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According to Peel police, an RCMP of-
ficer was conducting an investigation at a ho-
tel located when his bag was stolen at around
2:30 p.m.

Theknapsack contained asilver Smith and
Wesson 9mm handgun stamped with the
RCMP logo, 46 rounds of ammunition, pep-
per spray, handcuffs, expandable baton, badge
and the officer’swallet with identification.

Policeare currently searching for themiss-

ing bag.

(cP24)

Jan 16 2013

VANCOUVER - Some B.C. police dog
units bite and injure people as much as
10 times more than dog units that use
a less aggressive style of training, a
CTV News investigation has found.

That'san indication that dogs following a
“bite and hold” method — meaning that every
timethey arereleased, they will bite a subject
— are biting subjects when they don’t deserve
it, according to aformer police dog handler.

“Why should people get bit if they don’t
haveto get bit,” said Doug Deacon, who spent
yearstraining police dogsin B.C.

“Doesapoliceofficer havearighttogoin
and punch someoneall thetime?No. Should a
dog bebiting all thetime? No,” he said.

CTV News looked at statistics from mu-
nicipal police detachments, aswell asrecords
disclosed under Access to Information rules
from the RCMP.

They showed that many police dogs are
used to apprehend subjects, somewith knives,
guns or other weapons, or people who were
threatening others.

However other times dogs were used to
attack people who were hiding behind office
equipment, under staircases, or using marijuana
In six cases, the dogs bit innocent people by
accident.

In one accidental bite, aMaple Ridge ca-
terer, Bill Evanow, wasaGood Samaritan try-
ing to help police catch athief in March 2011.
He was mistaken for the thief by the dog,
which bit hisleg, taking out achunk of muscle
and causing permanent damage.

In56 casesin 2010 and 2011, RCM P dogs
bit someone under 18, according to therecords.
The two youngest people bit were 13-year-
old boy whom police allege was operating a
dangerous motor vehicle, and a 13-year-old
girl whom police say was actively resisting
arrest.

RCMP Staff Sergeant Dave Willson said
that the “bite and hold” training protects of-
ficers and dogs from dangerous subjects. At
the end of the day, the force trusts the deci-
sionsof thedog handlersto engagethedogsin
tough situations, he said.

“The deploying of the dog to apprehend
someoneisthe decision of thehandler. It'snot
the dog deciding to bite someone,” he said.

In comparison, the training method used
by police in Saanich, New Westminster, and
Delta police is known as “bark and hold.” In
that method, the dog approaches a subject and
barks, unlessit detects motion or isordered to

bite by the handler.

Those three detachments had between
zero and three bites each year, the records
show.

In comparison, Vancouver, which po-
lices a higher population, and the RCMP,
which polices a still higher population in
BC, injured 88 people and 222 people in
2011 respectively.

When the differences in population are
taken into account, RCMP dogs bit about 5
times more often per capita, and VVPD dogsbit
almost 10 times more per capita, the records
show.

Neither Vancouver Police nor the RCMP
could point to any studies on police dog bites
in Canada. The Vancouver Policerecommended
the work of Florida-based criminologist
Charles Mesloh, who found that “bark and
hold” dogs bit more often for each time they
were deployed in Florida.

Mesloh told CTV News there were many
differences in the way that police dogs were
used in the two countries that made compar-
ing the datadifficult.

However, he said that in Floridahewould
recommend the “bite and hold” system be-
cause it afforded more protection for police
and appeared to result in fewer injuries.

Deacon said the difference between coun-
triescould be explained by weaknessesin con-
trol by policedog handlersinlocal policeforces.

Some handlers are excellent, he said, but
others do not control their dogs well.

“1 think that if you use the basic founda-

tions from good, sound dog training such as
they use in sport, that would really help and
enhance police dog control and it would re-
duce the number of bites and lawsuits,” he
said.

(CTV News)

Jan 17 2013

OTTAWA - The Supreme Court of
Canada says the Crown can seize a
vehicle belonging to a repeat drunk
driver, overturning alower court ruling.

The justices have ruled 7-0 that the judge
inthe Quebec casewaswrong to deny aforfei-
ture order against Alphide Manning after he
pleaded guilty to two impaired driving charges.

Thetrial judge denied the Crown’smotion
to seize the truck Manning was driving when
he was arrested, saying that would be a dis-
proportionate penalty.

Manning was sentenced to 12 months on
one charge and five months on the other.

The justices say the judge failed to give
appropriate weight to the accused's criminal
record, which includesfive convictionsfor al-
cohol-related driving offences.

The ruling comes as the Quebec govern-
ment is looking to crack down on drunk driv-
ing by making seizures of vehiclesroutine.
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